
Programme European Green Party, 16th Council, Copenhagen

Daily breakdown, Thursday 10 May

11:30:00 AM E-Café and Registration opens Cafeteria

Parallel Session Balkan Network Meeting: “The 
Balkan Green New Deal Bottlenecks and Prospects”
The Green parties of the Balkan region now form the 
Balkan Network, with the purpose to strengthen their 
existing cooperation. They strive for a more politically 
integrated and a more democratic Balkan area, 
especially concerning transparency, anti corruption 
mechanisms, strengthening reform forces, visa 
liberalisations, Roma integration, and minority rights. 

A 3

19:30 – 21:30 Greens/EFA in the EP – Public Hearing 
The Ongoing Arab Spring and the EU’s Response

AUD 1
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Daily Breakdown, Friday 11 May

9:30 – 13:00 Plenary session – Greens/EFA in the EP
Green Jobs – A Way Out of the Crisis

AUD 1

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 15:45 Parallel Sessions

CAS Future of the EU
We will deal with the amendments that have been tabled 
on the draft resolution and we will prepare for the plenary 
on Saturday.

AUD 2

CAS – GND Social Policy -1
We will deal with the amendments that have been tabled 
on the draft documents (see table here -LINK) for 
working time and social innovation.

AUD 6

Local Councillors and wheelchair survey
1. GGC Dakar - Report and Global Councillors 
Network/Green Parlamentarians
2. Best practise in Member Parties
3. Greens in Big Cities Meeting Thessaloniki /29.6.-1.7.
4. 5-year-plan EGP Green councillors: meeting 6.7.
5. Wheelchair survey: guest Marije Cornellissen MEP

B2,  
AUD

ENGS – Age friendly cities
The results of the first round of the Presidential elections 
in France show that, there, as all over Europe, the 
elderlies have a very conservative vote and do not vote as 
much as they could, as much as they should for the Green 
Parties. We, the ENGS, think that this is because in our 
programmes we do not focus on  the answers this 
category of people wants to find. And although we do 
have solutions for the elderlies' immediate future, for 
their old age as far as food, health, mobility, habitat, 
security is concerned, we are not heard, listened to.
That is why we have decided that our next Fringe will be 
on Age Friendly Cities in Europe. We do think that once 
the elderlies feel secure for their own personal immediate 
life, they will vote Green, they will vote for a party that is 
concerned with the future generations, with their 
grandchildren's future.
As a very special guest Jean Lambert (MEP) will tell us 
about the situation in Europe
Pierre Hémon, Deputy Mayor in Lyon, a leading Age 
Friendly City (AFC) will tell us how he has succeeded in 
having Lyon join the network of AFC.

A2

GEF: EU energy and climate one year after 
Fukushima - roll back or progress?
2012 sees energy move to the forefront of the EU’s 

A3
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agenda, with a number of different initiatives coming to a 
conclusion. These include the Energy Efficiency 
Directive, which has as its rapporteur Green MEP Claude 
Turmes, but also initiatives relating to the internal market, 
carbon capture & storage and nuclear safety. The 
publication of the European Commission’s Energy 
Roadmap at the end of 2011, which GEF followed 
extensively, formed the backdrop to the debate on EU 
energy policy. That roadmap showed that 100% 
renewables is a possibility by 2050, but how can Greens 
ensure that this can become reality? This discussion will 
consider how the overcome the objections from a number 
of Member States, and use energy policy to promote a 
positive vision of EU cooperation.

GEF – The European Citizens' Initiative in practice - 
Green expectations
The European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) has finally 
entered into force on April 1st 2012. Several initiatives 
have already been registered with the European 
Commission, others have been announced. Two of these 
initiatives - one on a nuclear-free Europe, and another on 
an European basic income - will be presented during the 
workshop, by organisers. The aim is to discuss the 
particular challenges organisers are facing in using the 
ECI instrument and to identify Green expectations from 
the use of the ECI. The workshop is organised by GEF in 
cooperation with the Gerald Haefner, Greens/EFA MEP.

AUD 5

WS Countering right-wing politics and reoccurring 
nationalism
As Europe’s extremist parties grow in power and 
influence, what are they costing you and your party? How 
can you respond effectively in the face of their messages 
of mistrust? What can we learn from extremists’ 
communication and put to use ourselves?
This interactive workshop will
- identify the key qualities of effective political commu-
nication & examine real-life examples from extremists
- show you techniques for your own powerful communic-
ation
- include open discussion and role play opportunities
Building on similar sessions run at last year’s EGP Con-
gress, this is a practical session will be led by Elizabeth 
Drury, a political communications specialist with over 25-
years’ experience working in the European Parliament as 
a lobbyist on environmental issues. 

AUD 3

WG Digital Rights B2, Loft
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15:30 – 16:00 Coffee

16:00 – 16:30 Plenary
Welcome to the EGP Spring Council 2012 in 
Copenhagen

Rebecca Harms, MEP, Co-Chair Greens/EFA in 
European Parliament 
Villy Søvndal, SF PartyLeader, Minister Foreign Affairs 
Denmark
Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair European Green Party

AUD 1

16:30 – 17:30 Plenary
Greens in Government
Influence, Impact and Challenges
This session will include a special discussion about the 
contribution of the two Green Environment Ministers 
towards the Rio +20 talks in Brazil in June

Ida Auken, Minister of Environment, Denmark
Ville Niinistö, Minister of Environment, Finland

AUD 1

17:30 – 19:00 Plenary debate
Social Policy, Social Inclusion: 
Strengthening European society through the green 
economy

Introduction: Emilie Turunen, MEP Greens/EFA Why 
Europe’s social model is not dead

Moderator: Kristian Weise, 
Director CEVEA, Danish Think Tank
The Danish approach
Villy Søvndal, SF Leader, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Denmark
Marie Louise Knuppert, Danish Labour Organisation

The European approach
Jean Lambert, MEP Greens/EFA
Philippe Lamberts, MEP Greens/EFA,
Co-Chair European Green Party

AUD 1

19:00 – 20:45 Parallel sessions

NW LGBTQ
- Prides: Review of participation of 
"EuropeanQueerGreens" last year, outlook 2012  
- Review of past and upcoming LGBT events in Europe
- Overview of activities in home parties/countries of 
participants   

A3
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- Any other business

WS – Multi-annual Financial Framework
The negotiations on the new financial framework which 
will determine the principles for the EU budgets from 
2014 to 2020 are in full swing. Council, Commission 
and Parliament have highly diverging claims with regard 
to the overall amount of the MFF budget as well as its 
financial sources and priorities of spending. The net-payer 
countries ask for devastating cuts of 10%, the Parliament 
and we Greens advocate a reasonable 5% increase to 
enable the Union to live up to its extended competencies 
in climate-, energy and foreign policy. 
The workshop will raise the question of why an increase 
in the EU budget is essential in the current context of 
crisis and of why an increasing EU budget can in fact 
support the consolidation of national budgets. We will 
discuss how the principles of a green policy of investment 
can look like and how the opposition of net-payer 
countries in the Council can possibly be overcome. 

AUD 3

North South cooperation workshop
How can north-south cooperation be organized most 
effectively to respond to the needs of Greens in low 
income countries? We start with a follow up of the Dakar 
meeting, which allowed to better understand the needs of 
Green movements/parties in the ‘South’. The second goal 
of this workshop is to discuss how European parties 
organize their support today and how we can improve 
cooperation. This workshop is particularly interesting for 
all parties and foundations with interest and funds to 
support political development programs in low income 
countries. 

AUD 5

Party Leaders (on invitation only) D3

CAS – GND Agriculture Policy AUD 2

CAS – GND Social Policy- 2 AUD 6

21:00 Reception – Buffet – Amager Selskabslokaler, 
Markmandsgade 9-11, Copenhagen 5
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Daily Breakdown, Saturday 12 May

8:30 Coffee

09:00 – 10:00 Closed session for Delegates on membership of 
Confederacion de Los Verdes

AUD 1

10:00 – 11:00 Plenary – Discussion on Resolutions and Emergency 
Resolutions

AUD 1

11:00 Coffee

11:30 – 13:00 Plenary Debate
Another Europe: real Economic Union, Greater 
cohesion and democracy
Introduction by Monica Frassoni, co-Chair European 
Green Party, followed by debate with questions from the 
floor

AUD 1

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 15:45 Parallel sessions

WG on Human Rights - "Violations of Human Rights 
with new president will continue?"
Short report on Parliament and president Elections in 
Russia. Overview of the situation with movement for fair 
elections, violations of human rights during election 
campaign. Perspective of the human rights.

D 3

NW Gender
The EGP Gender Network meeting will give an update on 
the latest news on gender issues: from member parties to 
the EU, including  a follow up of the  new EGP statute 
(What do the member parties need to manage the new 
gender regulation?) and of the Global Greens Congress 
(creation of a global green womens' network). There will 
also be the regular report of EGGO (European Greens 
Gender Observatory).

B2, AUD

Treasurers meeting
The EGP manages its budget in full transparency and in 
an open discussion process with its Member Parties to 
ensure that the limited resources are put exactly where 
they can bring the most political return. Every Spring, the 
Council looks back to the year before and votes on the 
accounts 2011.
Next to that the Council, at the treasurers meeting, looks 
forward on how to build up the necessary reserves for the 
next congress and the upcoming European election 
campaign. While at the same time making sure we 
contribute to the current political debate and supporting 
all the parties throughout Europe within our current 
resources.

C4

WG Foreign Affairs D 4
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CAS – Resolutions AUD 5

WG Future of EU – Next steps
The aim of this working group is two fold. A resolution is 
prepared for the Copenhagen council, and after the coun-
cil this will be developed into a policy paper that can be 
integrated in the Election Manifesto 2014. 

AUD 3

Green MPs Network
At the moment, there are more than 400 Green 
parliamentarians in approximately 25 different countries, 
and even more regional and local parliamentarians. At the 
Global Greens congress in Dakar we decided that a Green 
Parliamentarians netowork is needed to support the 
parliamentarians and candidates in emerging economies. 
In this workshop we will discuss how we will set up the 
European Green Parliamentarians network, and how to 
think local and act global!

A 3

15:30 Coffee

16:00 – 17:45 Parallel sessions

GEF – The Green response to austerity
The debate around austerity has never been so vigorous. 
The failure of the austerity-only agenda, as well as 
growing public resistance to more cuts, is encouraging a 
push-back against austerity in a number of Member 
States. What is the Green response to this challenge, and 
what role can the Green movement play in charting a path 
forward for Europe? Coinciding with the 2nd edition of the 
Green European Journal, which will discuss this issue, 
this debate will bring together green thinkers and actors 
who are working on this topic from a number of different 
perspectives.

AUD 5

NW Global Greens
A few weeks after the third Global Greens Congress and 
first in Africa, this meeting is an evaluation and the 
moment to discuss a European contribution to the next 
Global Greens challenges: establishing a secretariat, 
implementing the adopted resolutions for stronger green 
politics worldwide, Rio+20. For those who were in Dakar 
and for those who missed it!

B2, AUD

Industrial Policy Workshop: Greening the Chemical 
Industry
For many years, Green experience with the chemical in-
dustry has been associated with environmental pollution, 
high risks and greenhouse gas emissions. Often times, 
Greens and the chemical industry have been at opposite 
ends of important political controversies; just think of 
REACH. 
On the other hand, the chemical industry, an extremely 

AUD 3
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important sector, would also be needed to help solving 
major problems of our time, including climate change and 
the resource crisis. Chemical products, for instance, help 
insulate buildings, generate solar power and build cleaner 
cars.
At our workshop we will present and discuss a study 
commissioned and published by the Heinrich Boell 
Foundation: "Going Green: Chemicals". The study de-
scribes the changes needed in the chemical industry in the 
European Union in order to meet environmental and cli-
mate protection targets while contributing to the impend-
ing green industrial revolution and helping the European 
industrial model to develop a long-term competitiveness 
based on sustainability.

WG Migration D 3

FYEG A 3

Individual supporters’ Network
The ISN is preparing her biannual meeting, to take place 
in Vienna this year. The central issue will be "current 
challenges to european democracy". We call all delegates 
to participate in our workshop, where we will be 
presenting and discussing  the most interesting challenges 
that we have found so far. More important, the ISN 
welcomes any proposition from delegates to discuss 
interesting developments in their country regarding the 
deepening of democracy. Bring your own viewpoint!

D 4

NW Mediterranean
The Euromed Networks brings together parties from the 
Mediterranean countries and individuals interested on the 
region, in order to identify common challenges in diverse 
fields and cooperate in dealing with them, through 
exchange of experiences and expertise. Nowadays, issues 
such as the severe impact of the crisis in most of these 
countries and sustainable ways out of it, together with the 
follow-up of the Arab spring are hot topics of discussion.

C 4

18:30 – 20:30 Plenary Debate
Addressing the pensions crisis: credible solutions
Moderator: Annalena Baerbock, EGP Committee
Laila Mortensen, CEO of Industriens Pension
Carlos Bravo, Confederacion Sindical Comisiones 
Obreras, Confederal Secretary Social Security and Social 
Complementary prevision, Spain
Luca Scarpiello, Vice-President, European Youth Forum

AUD 1

21:00 Dinner at venue
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Daily Breakdown, Sunday 13 May

08:30 Coffee

09:00 – 9:20 Closed session for Delegates – 
Report on Membership Review 
Process

AUD 1

9:20 – 10:00 Plenary
- Report back Working Groups, 
Networks
- Revised 2012 Budget
- 2011 Accounts and Grant reports

AUD 1

10:00 – 10:45 Plenary
Sustainable Farming in the 21st 

century Biodiversity, safe food, 
animal welfare and rural vitality

Discussion and Vote on GND 
Agriculture policy Paper

AUD 1

10:45 Coffee

11:00 – 13:00 Plenary – Voting Session
- Adoption Minutes Paris Congress 
and Council
- Membership Confederacion de Los 
Verdes
- Revised 2012 Budget – Accounts 
2011
- Certification of EGP Rule Book
- Changes to the Rule Book
          * EGP – FYEG    Agreement
- GND Social Policy
- Resolution on Future of EU
- Resolution on Climate Change – 
Reform of the European Investment 
Bank Energy Policy
- Resolution on ACTA
- Resolution on Shale Gas Fracking
- Emergency Resolutions

AUD 1

13:00 Council ends
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