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Ville Niinistö has been the Chairperson of the 
Finnish Green Party, Vihreät - De Gröna, since 2011. He is a 
member of the Finnish Parliament and served as the Minister 
of Environment from 2011 to 2014. Niinistö is also a member 
of the Turku city council. 

Eric Piolle is Mayor of Grenoble and he manages 
the Contrat Territorial Emploi Formation of the Grenoble area, 
with the objective of creating and maintaining sustainable 
jobs. He joined Europe Ecologie - Les Verts in 2009 and was 
regional representative for Rhône-Alpes region, being elected 
as president of the regional environmentalist group. Mr. Piolle 

graduated Civil engineering at the Grenoble Institute National Polytechnique. He 
is a co-founder of the  « Roosevelt 2012 » collective, that works for the social 
and ecological transformation of economy. Since high-school Mr. Piolle is an 
active member of Amnesty International, working actively in academic support to 
disadvantaged children and through a collective that he co-founded in 2005, which 
supports children of undocumented immigrants. 

Mehmet Kaplan is Minister for Housing, Urban 
Development and Information Technology at the Ministry of 
Enterprise and Innovation in Sweden. He has been in this position 
since October 2014. Mr. Kaplan represents the Green Party in 
the Swedish two-party coalition government consisting of the 
Social Democratic Party and the Green party. He was previously 

the leader of the Green group in the Swedish parliament for eight years. He was 
also a member of the Green Party National Board between 2003 and 2011. Mehmet 
Kaplan’s objective as a minister is to ensure long-term sustainable construction 
and advance Sweden’s role as a world-leading IT nation. With focus on economical, 
ecological and social sustainability, he wants to modernize Sweden through a close 
cooperation with the Swedish citizens.   



Jeb Brugmann is a strategist and innovation 
expert in the fields of business and development. He focuses on 
innovation in market analytics, product development, and business 
modeling to increase local responsiveness and customization as 
a source of competitive advantage and global problem solving. 
With professional experience in 28 countries, he has been a 

pioneer of new practice domains including urban sustainability and climate change 
mitigation. In 1990, he founded ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, an 
international association of 1,200 cities and towns worldwide that are advancing 
practices in local sustainable development. In 2004, he co-founded The Next Practice 
innovation consultancy. He is speaker to business, government, civic, and academic 
audiences worldwide and provides executive education as a Senior Associate with 
the University of Cambridge (UK) Programme for Sustainability Leadership. 

Boris Palmer was elected Lord Mayor of Tübingen 
in October 2006. From 2001 until May 2007 he was Member 
of Parliament in the “Landtag” (State Parliament) of Baden-
Württemberg, finally as deputy chairman of the fraction. Having 
studied mathematics and history at university, environmental 
issues have always been the driving force in his political work. 
Consequently he made climate protection the center of his 

policy. His ambitious aim: to reduce the per capita emission in Tübingen to an 
environmentally reasonable level until 2020. In spring 2009 his first book was 
published: „Eine Stadt macht blau – das Tübinger Klimaschutzmodell“. In October 
2014 he was reelected for a second 8-year-term.
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