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Venue: Divani Caravel Hotel, 2,  
Vas. Alexandrou Avenue, 1 
6121 Athens - Greece 
 

Friday, November 9, 2012 
 
Plenary Session:  
Questions & Answers on Greece and the Crisis  
Recovery through Transformation 
 
 
Introduction by Annalena Baerbock, Committee member (2009-2012): 
Many of us who are not living in Greece would like to know what is going on here, 
beyond what is presented in the media. Therefore this 45 minutes session is really about 
asking questions about what is means to be living in Greece at this moment. We are very 
happy that 3 of our Greek friends have accepted to talk to us.  
 
Yannis Paraskevopoulos, Michalis Tremopoulos and Kostas Diakos 
 
We were asked to give an intro about the political landscape in current Greece. Michalis 
was an MEP, will be soon back in Parliament. Unfortunately, Ioanna Kontouli could not 
come. 
 
In Greek with translation: 
Welcome, we are warming up talking about the crisis before the next main plenary 
session. The Greek Parliament has just voted for the last package of measures and they 
said that there is hope, but it is difficult to believe this. 
 
The Government currently has a 3 party coalition: the right, the socialists and the middle 
leftish. So the opposition has mainly Siryza, the communists, one extreme right party with 
Nazi positions and some small leftist parties. 
 
The name of this Nazi party is Golden Dawn and it has 18 MPs. The surveys say this is 
currently the third preference in people’s views and in case of elections now it might even 
be second. All this is the actual result of the crisis.  
As for the Greek Green Party, we had MEP Tremopoulos elected in 2009. In last national 
elections we got considerably less %. 
 
Q: independent Swedish women organization: women of the world are 
the poorer of the poor, how do you manage to help women live their 
everyday life? Second, we understand the situation is very hard, so how 
do you discuss about going on being in the Euro system? 
 
A: There are two characteristics: low presence in labour market but very high education 
level.  Most women in the labour market were employed in the public sector, now they 
are losing their jobs and being unemployed. 
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At the same time social welfare tends to collapse, people don’t have money to provide 
services to their family by paying them. (??? them) 
 
One of Greens’ proposals is to boost agricultural economy, and women could get jobs in 
that sector. Secondly we need to develop a social economy structure that some countries 
know already but would be new here. We are the first to propose this in Greece. 
 
The other thing is that nationalisation of education and health should lead to  rebooting 
the system. 
 
If a technical currency were adopted for Greece, then the austerity would be not in the 
level of measures but at the level of daily lives. It would undermine pensions, salaries, etc. 
It would create a discrepancy, with labour devaluated and the rich becoming even richer 
and the poor even poorer. We believe the only way is to stay in the Eurozone. But we 
have to look at ways to make it become even stronger as the Eurozone was built on a 
basis that was weak and unstable. 
 
Q: is there a system to renegotiate loans for people so they can stay in 
their houses and access health care? 
 
There is a regulation that was just passed for people who are in over debt. They can 
report to court and arrange a settlement for lower costs for their reimbursements. The 
second issue is that there is a law that forbids any confiscation and expropriation of 
personal property for two years. 
 
The unemployed generally have access to health care but after the third memorandum 
only two days ago it is more problematic. The criteria for whom has got access to this 
unemployment benefit have changed, they are unclear, and the amount of the allowance is 
going down. There is another allowance for people at the limit of poverty, which again 
decreased with the last memorandum. 
 
There are measures on paper, but they are reduced all the time. There is a lack of trust 
towards the authorities. 
 
Q: Annalena: there is no real access if you have to pay for normal 
routine treatment, can you expand on that? 
 
The positive thing is that it seems that the health system will be handed over to the 
regions instead, which will normalise things, making access easier. 
Another problem is access to medicines, which were the object of bad management in the 
past. Things change every week. Often patients don’t have access, but this is only a 
transitional phase that will be sorted. Last but not least, materials in hospitals are scarce. 
 
Q: Monika Vana: youth unemployment. We hear that it is very high in 
some regions, often very unstable. The new Government have 
introduced even more instability to the youth labour market. How do 
you think young people are reacting? Will they accept the collapse of 
their social system, will they demonstrate and oppose? 
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Youth are disappointed. We already have a youth emigration movement, comparable to 
the one of the 60-70s. Some people educated in Greece on state money are now leaving 
the country. 
 
Their reaction? They have reacted, sometimes in a violent way, but most of them seem to 
be applying a more conventional way of protesting, supporting both the left parties, as 
well as the Nazi party. 
 
Aside from youth, the 45-50 category have problems and are hit very hard by the crisis. 
Often in families, they are both unemployed, with high qualifications, but they seem to be 
at a dead end. 
 
Q: (Switzerland): We heard in Thessaloniki that if you want to have 
help, you have to bribe the doctors. Issue: what do we say about the 
Nazi party seen as the solution? 
Let me just say that the Greens after the convention of the regional council have strongly 
denounced the practices of the Golden Dawn party. 
 
Q: I have a friend teaching in school and this is the time of the year 
when they donate blood in schools. But hospitals could not provide 
needles, so this year they are not donating blood. 
 
Also, what is the added value of the Greek Greens compared to parties 
like Syriza? 
 
Let’s start from the left party issue. Last June, the Left had a high percentage, but 
according to the latest surveys it seems they are losing ground a bit. The Left indeed has 
some ecological proposals, but it seems to gather what is already there, they don’t seem 
to put the environment at the same level of importance as economy. Last spring in 
Greece, only Pirates and Greens responded to WWF call about not losing sight of the 
environment during the crisis. 
 
Q: What’s your position about the memorandum and fiscal evasion? Are 
you questioning the nature of some aspects of the debt? 
 
The Greek Greens are against the memorandum because they identify it with the IMF 
intentions, which are condemned by the Greens chart. We want to be adjusted to the 
official EU policies on environment. We want help on the fiscal regulation but we want to 
tackle the social issues. We already discussed about this one year before the 
memorandum. We want the memorandum to be replaced by a consistent political 
governance. 
 
We do want the audit, but as a measure of transparency, not as a measure against the 
memorandum. 
 
Let us add that we are well aware that Greece was the weak link in the Eurozone because 
of its own problems, such as a client - oriented state. 
This is why we are against chock remedies proposed by IMF, they will not lead to any 
justice in wealth re-allocation. Of course this report must be reflected in the 
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memorandum, but the changes proposed should have been done by Greece. As an 
example we have these tax paradises where tax evasion is focus, and where the 
Government could have done something in the past years but did not intervene. 
 
Another important thing during the last years is that Greece is excessively burdened by 
defense expenses, for instance focusing on issues like relations with neighbouring 
countries when in fact relations have been great (Turkey). We believe this situation has 
got nothing to do with solidarity. 
 
Let me add that the extreme right party is against all immigrants, and against anybody who 
doesn’t support nationalistic tendencies. They threaten people. While the left denounces 
but doesn’t do anything concrete. 
 
We Greens try to be close to the citizens by supporting small scale economy and 
productivity; we support the movements that go against the de-centralisation tendency of 
the Government. In this sense we come together with Syriza. 
 
Q: Hungarian Greens: you mentioned you had a new start after the last 
elections. I am curious about what strategic alliances do you envisage 
and foresee ? 
 
We Greek Greens are having internal discussions at the moment. It is a difficult situation. 
We know very well as Greens that we have to find new ways to approach the citizens, 
and express our policies; but I believe that this discussion is beyond the crisis and perhaps 
should be done internally within the party. 
 
Q: Netherlands: what is the role of religion in Greece, do we have to 
look there as well for the roots of the crisis? 
 
Since ancient times nationality was determined by religion and not state. 
So the Greeks native in Asia Minor are Greeks, the Turks born in Cyprus are Turks. 
Indeed the church has some social problems now, they pay low taxes but refuse to pay 
more. On the other hand, the political system sees in the Church voters. Which is the 
reaction of the Church towards the Golden Dawn? The hard core of this party considers 
that Christianity itself is conspiracy of the Jews. 
 
But now they are concealing this view and are trying to make alliances with the Church. 
Very recently they protested outside a theatre were they believed a show was running 
insulting to Christianity. There are examples of songs drafted by MPs of this party, which 
are insulting against the Church; 
 
Q: Following the public debate we are tackling more the consequences 
of the crisis, rather than the causes, which are in my view both a huge 
overspending during several generations and a bad tax regulation. So 
what are the proposals of the Greek Greens on this? 
First of all Greece is not alone, so this particular causes should be inscribed in the more 
general crisis context. Indeed the management of the situation by the Greek state was 
ineffective. 
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In the framework of Europe Greece doesn’t have a production quota. As a consequence, 
there was not a situation were the crisis could be managed effectively.  
 
 
Plenary Session  

Green Ways out of the Crisis 
Joint discussion between the European Green Party and the Greens in 
the European Parliament  
Speakers: Rebecca Harms (RH), Monica Frassoni (MF), Nikos Chrysogelos (NC), Daniel 
Cohn-Bendit (DCB), Jean-Marc Nollet (JMN) 
 
Introduction from Rebecca Harms: 
Good to be in Greece, to show our commitment and nice to be near the Acropolis! She 
estimates that the Greens have debated the crisis and Greece’s situation about 30 times 
since 2008, a demonstration of how much a priority it is for them. There is a message 
from Germany from an elder statesman, Mr. Schmidt in a discussion with Mr. Schäuble 
stating that the treaties cannot be the only consideration in dealing with Greece – he 
noted that the country is in serious danger and needs fair and realistic treatment from 
fellow member states. So far there is still no adequate action on the crisis; that is why we 
are meeting here again. Hopefully we can at least put forward such a solution today.  
 
DCB: We are here to decide what role the Greens are to play with regards to Greece 
and the crisis. We have already taken distinct positions, and I think that Greeks are 
already aware of this by now. What we now need to do is to find the balance between 
responsibility and solidarity. It’s important that we don’t just state our position and 
answers and just stand back. What we have in Greece in a political as much as an 
economic one. The clientelist political culture, a culture of tax evasion amongst the 
wealthy and the general distaste of the state in the country by its peoples are at the core 
of Greece’s problems. To consider the political parties: upon winning, either the left or 
right would pack the civil service with relatives, friends and loyalists. To change this 
political culture takes a considerable amount of time and effort. But it needs to happen if 
Greeks are to regain faith in the system. 
The austerity measures in Greece are counter-productive. We saw this during Merkel’s 
visit recently, stating that the Greeks are resisting reforms, citing the example of the 
German Red Green government that actually made sensible changes. Here, she says, the 
left are totally resistant. What we need to understand however is that it’s not just a 
matter of cutting wages – this has reduced the purchasing power of the Greek public by 
50%. It has also done nothing to help the levels of tax evasion. Most people in Greece 
understand that a change is needed. 
On Swiss banks and the Greek holdings - the Greek government has little power to 
compel them to reveal the details of their account holders. This is something the EU 
Commission must do through abolition of excessive banking secrecy laws.  
Schmidt has called the situation in Greece ‘pre-revolutionary’, and this is the argument 
used by the centre left in Greece for participation in government – it is a situation similar 
to Weimar Germany in the 1930’s. The far left have no real solutions as they have no 
plans beyond printing money or unrealistic expectations of all take and no give with the 
EU. In such political context, the EU has got to change its course, to allow Greeks to start 
again and kick-start their economy (we advocate that this occurs through the Green New 
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Deal model of course). What we need is a European social redemption fund for Greece. 
Social security here has effectively been dismantled, giving the far right a recruiting tool 
par excellence. Greeks cannot any longer afford European medicines, etc.  
We have to explain the Greek situation and this political context to the people of Europe, 
to convince them to change course and realise that the current course has failed and must 
be abandoned. 
 
RH: We’re very happy to have with us the Greek member of the Greens in EP group, 
Nikos Chrysogelos 
 
NC: One priority for us is the need for more Greek Greens in the EP in 2014, not more 
far right neo Nazis! We have already discussed the political pressures facing Greece, and 
how the incorrect policies of the troika have failed to date. There can be no reforms 
without the participation of Greek society – a policy of punishment with no consideration 
for social cohesion can never succeed. The Greens are advocating a third path for Greece, 
separate from right and left. Greeks are almost completely disengaged from democracy, 
and any solution must address this immediately and re-involve through a greater 
democratic role in European as well as Greek politics. In the EP the Greens are asking for 
the monitoring of the policies of the troika. We need to adjust the politics of the crisis 
and make sure that we are not on the periphery of politics here, but at the centre of the 
debates about the future. We also need a new administration here in Greece, one that 
forgoes the individual interest for the communal interest, and a social justice that sees the 
return of previous bribes, etc. We need real justice in order to combat the rise of 
destructive and xenophobic populism. We DO indeed need to tackle tax evasion and 
fraud here to restore faith (as well as the public finances). If the reports of €65 billion in 
untaxed income are accurate, this is a major element that can be reused in the 
reconstruction of the Greek economy.  

Why is the restarting of the Greek economy nowhere in the considerations of the 
troika? There is so much potential for good, Green economic activity, in renewable 
energies, sustainable freight transport, ship building and greener desalination schemes, 
solar energy, etc.  

Employment – citizens themselves must be active in the economy, by showing 
initiative, by helping others and acting in a socially responsible fashion. 
 
RH: Nikos mentioned that many in Europe are now going to the far, fascist right in their 
moments of despair. I was in Ukraine last week and there was a surprising amount of 
support for a new far right party, Svoboda. This is not to say its voters are fascists, but 
they are willing to vote for a fascist party, and that concerns us all. RH introduces Jean-
Marc, Green minister in Wallonia for a lot of areas of Green interest: research, energy, 
Housing and Sustainable development, so he is well placed to talk about the prospects for 
a green way out of the crisis. 
 
JMN: Greens are currently in government in Wallonia in southern Belgium. From 1999-
2004 we were in government, and we have been back in since 2009. Currently the 
budgetary situation is tough (although nowhere near as bad as Greece!). The Greens 
doubled their votes in 2009, and we called the shots in who would be in the new 
government (of the socialists, Christian Democrats and liberals). Good governance was a 
key demand – we exposed fraud and nepotism, especially in social housing. We were 
elected after the crisis, so we were also focused on a restructuring of the Wallonian 
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economy in a more efficient and green manner. We also had ideas of how to improve and 
change the public sector in Wallonia, another key issue that has not been touched on 
much so far. 
We have a regional budget that was facing serious cutbacks upon our entry into 
government (1 billion reduction out of 7 billion). But we packaged this as rigour, not 
austerity. We needed 1 billion in structural expenditure within 5 years. This has meant 
finding the areas where savings can be applied in the best way. This economic 
redeployment plan is named the Marshall Plan 2.3, but we call it Marshall Plan 2.Green. 
Our partners don’t always like this, but we won the election!  

We have a lot of success so far. We have reduced politicians’ job sharing in local as 
well as regional government, a move that was not popular with some of our ally parties. 
We have reformed public sector work and legal procurement services and combatted 
patronage. 

In economic reform, one of our key focuses is on refocusing the Wallonian 
industrial base towards green technological development. Another area was regional 
development. We have also organised a bottom-up approach consultation on how the 
Green New Deal can be adapted for Wallonia – solar power is of little use in Wallonia, 
we need insulation, for example. This is the Green alliance and it has been key to 
implementation of actual economic change in the region. 
 
MF: One comment on Jean-Marc’s talk – the creation of a 19% vote takes a lot of time, a 
lot of effort and a lot of work. I admire the idea of ‘redeployment’ rather than a restarting 
of economies. 
The EGP are here in Athens to show their support for the Greeks and the Greek Greens, 
and to combat the growing idea that the crisis here has no solution.  

Nikos already mentioned what differentiates our solutions from others, but I must 
emphasise one - the need for policies to bring people together rather than drive them 
further apart. The European coherence of our message is key to be a counter to the right 
wing critique of dissolute Italians or Greeks, or the left wing condemnation of the 
Germans. We are an alternative to both these irresponsible and wrong-headed positions. 
Here in Greece we are hear to talk to those who want an alternative path to pure 
austerity, or right and left wing populism. I hope that in the session and over this weekend 
that we will be able to sculpt a narrative that reflects this position in a convincing fashion. 
 
Q+A session 
- The role of the EU and its institutions in creating the Eurozone crisis itself has not really 
been addressed yet. It shows the need for real and better budget reporting in the ECB 
and other Eurozone related bodies. We need to put forward proposals for stringent 
European level  
 
- Want to go back to speaking about solidarity. Can we have a clear role for the public in 
the way out of the crisis? 
 
- Kristos, Ecologist Greens: Golden Dawn was involved in a fight in an Athens suburb 
again last night, against immigrants and far left. It seems that one beating a night is their 
target. We need a target of our own to stop them and to stop this. We need concrete 
targets and visions of how we can completely alter the input of Europe to Greece. We 
have to offer citizens a role to change the system to avoid the despair that is beginning to 
pervade. 
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-Eva Joly: On tax evasion reform: a consensus exists on the relevant regulatory bodies for 
the status quo and self interest. Thus we must not wait for the EU on this issue, but 
rather forge ahead. The biggest scandal is that the whistleblower that published the list of 
tax evaders was the one that was arrested. We as Greens need to be supportive of those.  
 
City Councillor in Athens – civil servants are not even getting paid here. The only solution 
that can restore this system is for these workers to form cooperative organisations to 
improve their work and fight for their rights. We need to be pushing Green alternatives 
to standard models of public service as much as economic models. Also, tax evasion is the 
consequence of a lack of public spirit – this is something that we must solve on our own, 
but to do so we need your help to overcome our current crisis.  
 
Jocelyne: To JMN – what about social well being? What are the Greens doing in Wallonia 
for women’s issues, such as daycare centres? Senior women are left ‘holding the baby’. All 
over Europe women are part of the crisis, and the Green jobs solution does not recognise 
this enough. I have talked to many Greek people, and they said the solution was to leave 
the Euro. 
 
Mikelos Tamilos, former mayor in Greece. Now MP in Greek Parliament with New 
Democracy Party. I have absorbed all of the information and admire much of the ideals of 
the Greens. Two things are important to note from now on. We are now entering into 
the period of coalitions. Half of the parliament are now new, having not been in it 
previously. I agree with Nikos about political reform, but as JMN noted, the Greens there 
cooperated with other parties. Greens in Greece need to tell their voters who they will 
cooperate with after the election. They cannot do everything on their own, and building 
coalitions is necessary for the Greek Greens. The same principle applies in local elections 
(in a year and a half’s time).  
 
RH: the best programme cannot help without a vision of how to make it real! 
 
Georgeta Ionescu, Romania: In 2010 Romania faced huge cuts in public pay and the public 
health system, and these cuts are starting to have serious effects. If we are to discuss 
social justice, we must also consider the non-Eurozone countries such as Romania and 
Bulgaria that are facing considerably worse deprivation. We also are bailing out our banks. 
 
Tommy Simpson, Irish Greens: We are also facing austerity measures. We have to handle 
problems at the macro level, but also at the micro level. This is where the far right are 
winning, and the Greens need to take engagement at the community level seriously. We 
have the best educated workforce in Europe now. They’re currently unable to trade their 
skills or goods due to the crisis, but we need to consider alternative models that can allow 
such exchanges without the normal transaction of cash. The transition towns’ movement, 
local currencies and other technological and decentralised movements are crucial 
alternatives that we should be getting involved in as much as possible. 
 
Greek Green – how are we going to work on these great proposals when the social basis 
of Greece has been so eroded, when education has been slashed and people forced always 
to vote in their self interest alone due to desperation? 
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Nikos Ilyopios, Greek Greens: DCB is wrong about Syriza and the prospects for the 
country should they succeed. We are already in a sort of dictatorship. What Syriza is 
doing is what the Greens should be doing now – taking the side of the people of Greece 
on the streets and realising the fight we are in to save democracy. 
 
DCB responds: Greek nationalism is not imposed by Europe. You cannot put everything 
at the door of Europe. Some problems are home grown, and if we don’t tackle this issue 
we cannot go anywhere.  
 
Greek Green: There is a dichotomy in the Greek image of Europe – the good Europe of 
Danny, the bad of the troika. What is needed is a definitive European constitution that is a 
definitive source of authority for intervention in the interests of solidarity in the future. 
This constitution must come from the bottom up, unlike the previous attempts. It’s our 
responsibility to make sure this happens. 
 
RH: We recognise that we have never faced challenges such as the ones that Greece faces 
now. We recognise also that one of our chief proposals has to be for sustainable public 
finances, but in Greece this debate is particularly difficult in the face of such suffering. Most 
of the solutions that we have suggested here, such as a social solidarity fund, require 
treaty changes. This in turn requires the passing of referenda in various member states. 
We must be in a position to win over a majority of those voting, thus our proposals must 
be solid, and implantable.  
 
 
 

Opening of the EGP Council 
 
Annalena Baerbock introducing the speakers.  
 
Giorgos Kaminis, Mayor of Athens is present today as a special guest. Anna Papademiou, 
deputy governor of Attica province. Philippe Lamberts, MEP, Rebecca Harms, MEP, Zoi 
Vrontisi, co spokesperson.  
 
Mayor Kaminis: Some are afraid to come to Athens lately, but this is not a violent city. 
We are going through some hard times but we are facing them as best as we can under 
the circumstances, and to a certain extent this is an opportunity to change. Later today 
we will be giving an example of the solidarity we are fostering through a city run goods 
distribution service at the nearby train station. By 2050 over 50% of Europeans will live in 
cities –they are the future and where decisions must be made to recreate new forms of 
community interaction. I wish to thank you for coming to Athens to show your support 
for our country and our city. 
 
Deputy Governor Papademiou: wishes to thank us for coming to Athens.  
 
Philippe Lamberts, MEP – this is my 29th council, but it will not be my last. We are not 
here by chance – it was a deliberate choice to come to Greece. The country is indeed 
enduring hard times, and as a human I cannot help but share the anger of the Greeks at 
those who drove the country to its current position, and angry about the way structural 
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reforms are being implemented. But anger cannot be the answer. Greece can be better, 
there is a future for Greece. Currently it is 100% dependent on oil – but it can lead 
Europe in exports of renewable energy in the future. Reform can be an opportunity, but 
these reforms must be just if they are to be respected. No one likes change, but in order 
to accept it, those with the broadest shoulders must carry the largest burden. 
Furthermore, unity without democracy in Europe is not They are still rebuilding German 
democracy after 20 years of unification, we are not expecting a quick solution to Europe’s 
problems.  

I want to give special recognition to those that have travelled the furthest to join 
us – the global greens coordination are here and we are glad as we cannot hope to solve 
global problems on our own, just in Europe. Many of the global Greens understand how 
lucky we are to be at least facing the challenges we are in a free society. Some of them are 
not so lucky.  

As for the last 6 months for the EGP - we’ve faced disappointment in Netherlands 
and Spain, and elsewhere. However we’ve also made progress. In France we have a red 
green government, and representations in both houses. The German Greens are now 
represented in ALL of the state governments for the first time. Here we’ve lived up to 
our ideals and placed women in positions of financial responsibility in a way that the ECB 
has recently so blatantly failed to do so. In Belgium, Groen is celebrating their results in 
the local elections. In Lithuania we have our first member of parliament, as we do in 
Georgia, and the Czechs are back in the senate.  

The next committee will lead us into the 2014 election campaign, and they need to 
be ready for this challenge. 
  
Rebecca Harms, MEP: Good choice to come to Athens and see how this city is managed, 
and coping with the challenges it is facing. I have tried to learn some Greek words, and 
have managed ‘welcome’. 
 The Nobel Prize decision has divided some, but it reminded me where we have 
come from; everything we enjoy now is given to us thanks to the work of the previous 
generation of responsible European politicians. Think how far we have come since even 
just the reunification of Europe after 1989. Obama faced similar criticism when he won 
the award, but managed to beat the odds and get reelected. Hopefully the EU will use the 
award as a similar motivation to work harder and better and get back in shape in 4 years. 
Lets hope that the Greens can do what we can to make sure this happens.  
 
Zoi Vrontisi – welcome to Athens, and thank you for showing true European solidarity, 
and for helping us to show that we are part of a truly united political family. This serves to 
remind us as to why we needed the EU in the first place – combatting extremism amongst 
them. The Greek people are being pushed towards fascism by their lack of faith in 
establishment politics. We want to see a Europe that helps Greece by respecting its own 
principles – environmental protection, social solidarity, etc. I hope we will work together 
on this and make a better Europe a reality.  
 
 
Plenary session  
Future of the EU – Greening the Union 

Chaired by Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP 
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Broad theme: “what are the main messages we will need for the European campaign next 
year?” 

There is a general understanding that while the Green political family are pro-Europe, they 
are also willing to question what it means to be European, and willing to propose a 
different future for Europe. 

Philippe Lamberts 
The Greens do not believe that any country, region, area can work on it's own. We must 
work together to improve everyone's lot. We will not be successful if we do not work 
together.  

Greek Green Party  
We must acknowledge the role of education in the future of Europe, and the importance 
of educating our young people both about a European future, and a Green future. 

Since the beginning of the financial crisis, Europe no longer has an authoritative voice. If 
the Greens continue to be pro-Europe, do we sacrifice our quality of life, values, etc. Is 
Europe a dream, in the same sense of the socialist dream of the '50s? Fedralism cannot be 
the way forward. 

Swedish Green Party  
Not 100% pro-Europe. Supports the idea of European solidarity, especially around 
financial matters. Re-nationalisation is a mistake. We must progress together. However, 
any moves towards a joint army is a retrograde measure. 

England and Wales GP 
The European Union has to become more than just Brussels. The Greens can and should 
lead in the development of an innovative, creative and imaginative Constitution that would 
not only present the Green ideals of cooperation and diversity at the centre of Europe, 
but become a central part of the global community. Europe must move towards a 
federalist system, however we must be careful as to what levels and scope European 
interventions take.  

Swedish Green Party   
We must recognise that Europe is a geographic concept and a cultural concept, Europe is 
not better than the rest of the world. We don't like racism. We don't want Europe to 
focus on keeping people outside either through racism, immigration measures, or socially 
destructive measures such as Austerity. There is value in being pro-Europe, not pro-
Brussels. 

Dutch Green left  
Europe is a union of states, but also of citizens. We must focus on the 500 Million citizens 
of Europe more, not just the political institutions. We can be too caught up in the 
institutions. 
 
Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair  
Tells an anecdote about the waste crisis in Naples, and citizens engaging with and turning 
to Europe for a solution.  
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Groen, Belgium  
There must be solidarity across Europe. A stronger Europe is a stronger world. 

Greek Greens  
The Green movement has lost its core focus, protecting our environment. We need to 
focus more on the environment.  

Romanian Green Party 
Echoes previous statement by Greek representative. Environmental concerns seen as a 
luxury in Eastern Europe; the Green movement must do more to support parties in less 
democratic countries to protect their environment. Europe has become a movement for 
attacking the environment in some countries (sites deforestation in Romania). Greens 
must do more. Ties environmental concerns to democratic movements, and international 
solidarity.  

US Green party (representative of Global Greens)  
Both the issues we face and the solutions we must embrace are are global rather than 
local. Green party only party with a global presence.  

German Green Party  
We must not forget a long term perspective. We have to have real, strong visions, be 
radical in our thoughts and pragmatic how we bring about change.  

Europe must focus on freedom, democracy and solidarity (which includes ecology), but we 
have forgotten about them. We have had a melt down of democracy. More and more 
position not taken through a democratic method. Non-elected bodies. We need is a 
Europe with more debate, more transnational democracy.  
 
Green Party of Switzerland 
We must be more than just an environmental party if we want to be elected.  

Belgium Greens 
Being pro-European has negative connotations, such as austerity, oppression, social deficit. 
Our message should be that a different kind of Europe is possible. A social, ecological 
Europe. We need to be nuanced, yet critical. We need to conquer hearts and minds, 
show them that there is a lot of good to be gotten from this project.  

Finnish Greens 
We need more democratisation. A new radical democracy. We won't get votes using the 
word federalism; we need tangible images of what it means. 

Azerbaijan Greens 
Sees EU from inside and outside. Greens are an example for us. Europe should offer an 
example, but hasn't been. Needs to stop offering support to less democratic regimes 

England and Wales 
The Greens must draw on each others’ successes. Successes from Greennewdeal.eu 
noted.  
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Ukrainian Greens 
We need to have a global vision, the Greens need to provide it.  

Young Greens 
Democracy, equality and justice must be our focus. Compared to nation states, Europe is 
a wide rainbow. We should fight for that. 

Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair  
In summary - we're not just a pro-European party – that's too short. What kind of Europe 
do we support? What policies do we need to support to help people support us. We 
need to see what bring people's together. 
 

 
Saturday November 10, 2012 

 
Plenary Session  
Presentation of Candidates for EGP Committee 
 
The 16 candidates for the EGP committee, standing for election, briefly presented their 
ideas and motivation for running for their position. 
 
Specific functions 
 
Female Co-Chair: ���Frassoni Monica. ��� Nominated by Federazione dei Verdi, Italy and ICV 
and EQUO, Spain��� 
 
Male Co-Chair: Bütikofer Reinhard. ���Nominated by Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, Germany 
 
Secretary General: ���Cremers Jacqueline. Nominated by Groenlinks, Netherlands 
 
Treasurer: ���Lindström Lena. Nominated by Miljöpartiet De Gröna, Sweden 
 
Further Committee Members  
 

• Delbos-Corfield Gwendoline. Nominated by Europe Ecologie-Les Verts, France 
• Emmot Steve. Nominated by Green Party of England and Wales, UK 
• Fehér Dániel. Nominated by LMP, Hungary 
• Garcia Sanz Mar. ���Nominated by ICV, Spain 
• Ionescu Georgeta. Partidul Verde, Romania���. Nominated by Partidul Verde, 

Romania 
• Kalli-Piniou Maria. ���Nominated by Ecologists Greens, Greece 
• Kozlov Alexey. ���Nominated by Groza, Russia 
• Laturi Panu. Nominated by Vihreät De Gröna, Finland 
• Matthieu Saraswati. Nominated by Groen, Belgium 
• Rossiaud Jean. ���Nominated by Grüne/Les Verts, Switzerland 
• Vana Monika. Nominated by Die Grünen, Austria 



17th Council, European Green Party  
9-11 November 2012, Athens Greece 
Minutes (as adopted at the 18th Council in Madrid, 12 May 2013) 
 

17th EGP Council / 9-11 November 2012 / Athens, Greece / Minutes  Page 14 of 27	  

 
 
Farewell speech of outgoing Co-Chair Philippe Lamberts 
The Council gave Philippe a standing ovation (both before and after his speech).  
 
He is very grateful for the trust he was given in the past 10 years within the European 
Green Family. Despite the crisis the Greens were modest winners in the 2009 elections. It 
will be difficult to maintain that success in 2014. Poverty is threatening many people, even 
those with a job. The capacity of our planet is increasingly exceeded. Entering conditions 
for decent life to all on earth, within the physical limits of the planet are absolutely vital to 
our survival.  
 
Believes there are 5 critical success factors that need to be met if we want to get there. 

- Focus on society – connecting with the anger and the indignation 
- Provide full fledged solutions – give direction - changing step by step – connect 

where we are today with where we want to get j- for environment, social, 
economic and financial matters..... the Green New Deal.  

- Showing strong political will for transformation - confront taboos on taxation, on 
consumption patterns 

- Build strong alliances to involve all layers of society in the transformation 
- Unity in diversity – unity of vision with a diversity of tone and of language to reach 

out to the different layers in society. Combine being radicals and being realists. 
Going to the root of the problems in a step by step solution.  

 
Philippe believes the European Greens can become one of the political forces - agents of 
change - that will shape Europe in the 21st century. He thanks all for changing him during 
the past 10 years into the better man he is today.   
 

Plenary Session  
Migration in Greece and Europe:  
Compassionate Solutions and Combatting Racism 
 
Chaired by Isabelle Durant, MEP 
Speakers:  

- George Tsarbopoulos, Director of UNHCR Greece 
- Maria Kalli-Piniou, Oikologoi Prasinoi, Greece 
- Lauretta Macauley, President of the United African Women Organisation 
- Judith Sargentini MEP (Greens, EFA in the European Parliament 

 
 
George Tsarbopoulos, Director of UNHCR Greece 
He provided an overview of the situation for asylum-seekers and immigrants in Greece at 
the current moment: 

-‐ Due to the bad economic situation, Xenophobia has increased and immigrants and 
asylum-seekers are more and more unwanted.  

-‐ No legal differentiation exists between refugees and immigrants, as they are 
entering the country via the same channels (via Turkey to the Greek islands with 
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boats) and are treated in the same way by the Greek state (i.e. in detention 
centres). 

-‐ The people who are arriving in Greece are not only fleeing from political 
repression but they also leave due to the hopeless economic situation in their own 
countries, they are economic immigrants.  

-‐ After 2006 Greece became the main gateway to Europe, but it is not prepared to 
cope with the increasing number of immigrants; there is a total lack of planning, no 
interpreters or legal assistance are provided by the states.  

-‐ Asylum matters are treated as security issue in Greece, organized by the police  
-‐ Greece has capacities to host 20,000 refugees for several weeks, instead there are 

400,000 and it will soon reach 700,000 
 
 
George Tsarbopoulos then criticizes the European approach: 

-‐ Dublin-treaty enables Northern-European country to send immigrants back to the 
country of their first entrance, leaving these countries (Greece and Cyprus) alone 
with the issue 

-‐ The EU should show more solidarity and provide technical and financial assistance 
and aim for a more just allocation of the burdens.  

 
He finally points out that social inclusion might be a possible answer to the named 
problems. 
 
 
Maria Kalli-Piniou, Oikologia Prasionoi  
Maria showes a power point presentation and gives background information about the 
following sub-groups of the immigrants in Greece who would need special treatment: 

-‐ Unaccompanied children (coming alone, left their families, are in the need of 
psychological support) 

-‐ Torture victims (15-30% of the refugees, need physical treatment, Greek hospitals 
are not equipped; according to Geneva-convention, torture victims are not 
allowed to be sent back; however in Greece we even sent back people without 
recording their names;  

-‐ Single-parent families 
-‐ Trafficked people 

 
Greece does not have the means to properly take care of these vulnerable groups.  Maria 
ends by calling for the European solidarity and reminds that in Europe we once all were 
refugees. 
 
 
Lauretta Macauley, President of the United African Women 
Organisation 
Ms Macauley claims that the racism towards immigrants comes from the government in 
Greece. 

-‐ the great majority lives in a semi-legal state 
-‐ children are not registered in Greece, even when they are born here. This results 

in them not feeling as Greek but as alien 
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-‐ no labour rights are enforced for immigrants: they are easily exploited, when they 
become sick, they lose their jobs. 

-‐ Racism, also in the form of Golden Dawn is, now threatening the lives of 
immigrants, immigrants’ shops have been destroyed 

 
Finally Ms Macauley asks for good governance, and for legalising people who were born in 
Greece or have lived there for a long time (10-20 years).  
 
 
Judith Sargentini, MEP 
She gives an account of her personal experiences when visiting the police detention centre 
Petrorali in Athens in 2010. She only met Pakistanis who wanted to work in Greek 
agriculture and criticized the lack of differentiation between refugees and immigrants. 
She summarizes that Greece is confronted with political asylum-seekers and labour 
migrants while the North- western European countries see it as “bad luck for the 
Southern countries”. She criticizes the lack of solidarity between the EU-member-states 
and asks for the Dublin-procedure to be reviewed. 
The fact that a lot of young people are entering Europe (quite often illegally without 
papers) could also be seen as a chance for the over-aging European population, to have 
somebody who “will take care”.  
She finishes by pointing out the goal of the EP-Greens to re-open the debate for legal 
labour-migration. 
 
Reactions from the floor 
Following the presentations, the floor is opened to the comments of the participants 
 
A Greek lady reminded of the situation after the Albanian war when suddenly Albanians 
with weapons entered the country. Nowadays Albanians work as help in their house/ 
garden: this work relation can provide a platform for getting to know each other and 
forming friendships.  
 
Georg Tuparev from Bulgarian Greens Zelenite points out that in Bulgaria, it is possible to 
buy a passport for 5,000 Euros. He sees the education of immigrants as the key for 
integrating them. 
 
A Greek lady from Crete informs about her work as social worker since 1999. She 
provides medical care to people without health insurance. Only during these last two 
years, they had reduced their expenses due to austerity measure.  
 
Constantine from the Greens Party of England and Wales mentions that in England it took 
three generations for the (Indian/ Pakistani) immigrants to come to understand themselves 
as being English. He emphasises the importance to be ready to learn from each other. He 
invites therefore the Greeks to an exchange of experiences.  
 
Georgeta Ionescu from the Romanian Greens informs about the European Refugee Funds 
which are still available until 2012. These funds helped to set up the first European Centre 
for Immigrants transition for asylum-seekers in Romania, four more are about to be 
opened in Romania. In these centres they are working with NGOs to provide education 
for the children. 
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Following these comments from the audience, the panel was commenting once more: 
 
Ms Macauley appreciates the small changes which are happening, but declares them to be 
just a drop in the ocean. She blames the lack of organisation in Greece.  
 
It is emphasised that more social cohesion is needed in Greece. Before 1998, illegal 
immigration did not exist and newcomers were welcome. Greeks need education on 
diversity. 
 
Judith Sargentini emphasizes that the EP is ready to recast the Dublin-declaration, but the 
member states (Council) are not. She informs that the European Refugee Funds will 
continue to exist in the next finance-period of the EU. 
 
 
Plenary Session:  
Election of the new EGP committee 
 
For the first time an electronic voting system was used to elect the Committee. In less 
than half an hour the election of the 9 Committee members for 2012-2015 was finished: 
 
- Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP, elected with 97 votes (total votes 102 - 95%) 
 

- Reinhard Bütikofer MEP, Co-Chair EGP, elected with 85 votes (total votes 102 - 83%) 
 

- Jacqueline Cremers, Secretary General EGP, elected with 90 votes (total votes 98 - 91%) 
 

- Lena Lindström, Treasurer EGP, elected with 97 votes (total votes 101 - 96%) 
 

- Panu Laturi, further Committee member from Finnish Greens, elected in second round 
from 3 candidates with 60 votes (total votes 102 - 59%) 
 

- Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, further Committee member from EELV France, elected 
with 80 votes (total votes 100 - 80%) 
 

- Mar Garcia Sanz, further Committee member from ICV Spain, elected with 71 votes 
(total votes 100 - 71%) 
 

- Steve Emmott, further Committee member from GPEW, UK, elected with 63 votes 
(total votes 98 - 64%) 
 

- Saraswati Matthieu, further Committee member from Groen Belgium, elected with 56 
votes (total votes 102 - 56%) 
 
 
Plenary Session on Digital Rights 
Defining Digital Ecology in he Wake of ACTA 
 

Chaired by Jan-Philipp Albrecht, MEP 
 

Speakers:  
- Christiana Mauro, lawyer, AK Vorrat, Germany 
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- Benjamin Sonntag, co-founder, La Quadrature du Net, France 
- Walter van Holst, Vice-President, European Digital Rights Initiative, Netherlands 

 
The plenary was to have Eva Lichtenberger, MEP, as the keynote speaker but she was 
unable to attend, as she was ill. 
 
The key theme was defining digital economy in the wake of ACTA. ACTA was refused 
this year after drawing attention to intellectual property rights and how to deal with this 
in the digital environment and how this is connected to individual rights and customers. 
 
What the legal framework in the digital environment should look like. 
 
Benjamin Sonntag 
One of the opportunities with digital environment is how tools can be created to 
empower and mobilize citizens.  
 
By contrast, ACTA has shown that digital rights issues, and to follow the point, any 
legislation, can be discussed behind closed doors, contrary to the open environment of 
the digital community. 
 
It was July 2008 when they first saw ACTA and the proposed trade agreement. The 
document was difficult to find, was secretly negotiated. How can an international 
agreement be negotiated behind closed doors, in complete secrete? The text was received 
through Wikileaks. 
 
Opposition was across party lines in part because digital tools allowed citizens’ access to 
their parliamentary representatives. 
 
Digital rights are expanding the scope of freedom of speech and “We cannot separate re-
mix from freedom of speech anymore.” 
 
Data Collection 
 
Jan-Philipp Albrecht, MEP 
"This is about law enforcement in the digital environment, how far ISPs are being held 
responsible for the data/information they transfer. How they will be personally 
responsible for data they send. 
 
"If you want to enforce everything, you need huge amounts of personal data and that has 
been a huge debate on the European level." 
 
Referring to the EU Directive on data collection 
 
Data collection issues are called invasive and attacks on civil liberties. 
 
Previously data retention was undertaken if people were under observance. Now all data 
is collected and that data can be misused and abused.  
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There are questions about the legality of massive data collection and whether it is 
proportional and constitutional. 
 
The first pillar was in 2006 after the Madrid/London bombings - regulating and 
harmonising internal market but sold as a way to facilitate criminal investigations.  
 
This process now constitutes blanket collection of data collection.  
 
The issue is only looking for how it helped law enforcement and not helping to see if 
there was a difference in crime clearance rates. There has been a problem in clearance 
process from democracy and transparency. 
 
Questions about legality and necessity of the data collection has been ignored by the 
evaluation from the commission. 
 
 
Walter van Holst  
Today Digital rights are mainstream issue with larger public awareness and participation in 
protecting rights, voicing expectations. Digital rights are not limited to some specific digital 
environment. Digital rights are everywhere. Consequently the issues raised by data 
retention cross throughout society. 
 
For Example, smart meter systems for heating houses send so much data, at such 
frequency, it was possible to determine what TV shows were being watched according to 
the energy use in households. While smart metering gives great opportunities for 
sustainable development, the downside is a risk to privacy. 
 
Patents limit development - smart phones, for example, have tens of thousands of patents 
per device design, but these wide-reaching patents limit new players from entering the 
market. 
 
On a more individual basis, e-readers have provisions that they will collect data about 
your reading habits to improve the service. But this is a potential infringement to liberties. 
Consider someone with strong interest in the Koran. Under current society, a person 
with strong ties to the Koran might raise a different level of awareness and interest. "You 
can understand why the interest in the Koran would be worrisome [to a person'd 
privacy]." 
 
Further data retention by private companies indicates how wide-ranging data retention 
has become. 
 
Facebook correlates the pages you visit whether logged in or not. 
 
Jan-Philipp Albrecht, MEP 
Is there a need for a digital bill of rights? An internet regulatory body? 
 
There is almost no such thing as illegal data. Usage of the data can be considered illegal 
but neither the data nor the transfer itself is illegal. 
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Is it necessary to have more ‘rights’ when it can be protected through current 
constitutional rights and can be fought for through the available systems. 
 
By continually creating rights, the actual rights are weakened as the term is abused and 
invoked too readily. 
 
What lacks is good media coverage of what is happening in Brussels. Most national media 
only report on major decisions after the fact while adequate coverage in advance would 
allow opposition to be mobilized. 
 
Suggestion that the decision-making process in the EU be monitored to ensure that they 
are working within the democratic process. Transparency is essential - ACTA was closed 
door and should not have happened. More transparency across the EU is needed, not just 
on digital rights. 
 
ACTA is dead and there is high citizen awareness on the issues. There is an opportunity 
to advance our agenda, and keep framing issues that will reach across aisles.  
 
In the future, Greens need to make sure regulation on public sector part gets teeth. “We 
are in this bloody mess and heading to surveillance because there is no downside cost to 
maintaining data. Current fines are insignificant.” 
 
“The right to privacy is leaking to the USA measure and current trans-Atlantic sharing is 
not a good idea. We have to put a stop to that.” 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 11, 2012 
 
 
Notarisation of the text of the new Statutes and Rule book as adopted 
at the Paris Council (i.e. the general meeting of the members of the 
AISBL) on 12 November 2011.   

In Athens, the Council acknowledged that, in accordance with article 50, §3 of the Belgian 
law of 27 June 1921, the decision to modify the articles of association needs to be 
incorporated in a notary deed. The Council therefore decided to grant a special proxy to 
Ms Jacqueline Cremers, Secretary General of the European Green Party in order to 
appear before a Belgian notary to notarise the new text of the articles of the Statutes and 
Rule Book of the AISBL. Jacqueline Cremers invited all delegates of the member parties to 
sign the special proxy.  

 

Session on the re-categorisation of the former observers of the 
European Green Party (closed for Delegates, concerned parties are 
invited) 

Jacqueline Cremers has informed the member parties about the progress done by the 
working group (WG) on Membership Review. The WG includes 4 Committee members: 
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Steve Emmott, Philippe Lamberts, Alexey Kozlov and Jacqueline Cremers, and 3 
representatives of the collective European Green Party: Michael Scharfschwerdt, Susanne 
Rieger, Erzsébet Schmuck. Eline van Nistelrooij was originally part of the WG but could 
not continue her work due to other obligations. The WG has prioritised the re-
categorisation of the former observers within the work required by the Paris resolution 
“Review of Membership Status of the European Green Party, in view of the revised 
Statutes“. EGP had 9 former observers. As a consequence of Paris resolution ENGS 
became a network and is no longer an observer. The WG has prepared a 
recommendation towards the re-categorisation, which was discussed upon and agreed by 
the EGP Committee and was proposed for vote to the Council. 

As a conclusion from it’s work the WG members believe that a further discussion is 
needed on the questions of what the best strategy for the EGP would be to support the 
parties/movements in the countries with no democracy in place or with a very young 
democracy. The member parties have stressed the importance of having an official 
position of the potential Associate green parties/movements against aggressive 
nationalism, in the countries where it is a core pillar of the ruling governing party. This 
position should be reflected as democratically as the potential lack of freedom allows 
them to. 

Alexander Karakachanov, Secretary General of the Bulgarian Greens, and Georg Tuparev, 
Chairperson of Zelenite, have presented their position on the political situation in 
Bulgaria, in particular on the functioning of the different green parties, their policies and 
their interaction. They have provided their comments to the compromise amendment 
drafted by the Committee. Both parties have committed to the process proposed 
towards the Spring Council in Madrid 2013. 

Jacqueline Cremers has promised to keep the member parties informed on the 
development of the Yesiller Party, Turkey. Further work will be done in defining potential 
partners in Serbia and Croatia. 

Vlasta Toth, Co-chair of Zelena Lista, Croatia, has commented on the political system in 
Croatia and the juridical background of existence of variety of parties in Croatia. 

 

Plenary session 

Presentation of the Activities plan 2013 

Jacqueline Cremers has emphasized the importance of the year 2013 in the run up to the 
elections 2014. The activities plan 2013 focuses strongly on the campaign, which means 
that we will try to put all other EGP activities in the context of campaign. The WG on 
campaign plan will be established after this Council and will provide you with a report on 
the progress in spring and with a final plan at the Autumn Council 2013. We realize that 
for some of our parties it’s politically more relevant to make such decisions at a later 
stage, however for some of our member parties it is crucial to know what the EGP is able 
to deliver. 

We strive for a common campaign but based on the previous experience we will not 
work on one-size-fit-all. We will provide a framework, a strategy and content that will be 
developed together with the member parties and that is up to them to decide how to use 
it. 
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We will also work on the development of the common manifesto. We have planned the 
meeting with the Party Leaders, political coordinators and campaign managers to discuss 
on a common strategy. We invite all member parties to indicate their needs and priorities 
and we will try to accommodate to that. 

Candidates are our faces and voices for the campaign and they are responsibility of the 
member parties. However, we are going to have a discussion on whether we should have 
a candidate to for the president of the EU commission, etc. As soon as the member 
parties define their candidates we would like to invite those people for a meeting to see 
how we can support them in the cross-border activities.  

We would like to continue our work on the Membership review and present a report to 
the Spring Council. We would like to propose to you to prioritise the campaign from then 
onwards, i.e. in case there is an unresolved issue from the membership review process we 
propose to come back to it after elections 2014. 

We hope we can continue our work on the networks and some working groups. The 
Balkan Network and Local Councillors Network will require our attention in the coming 
year.  

As recently decided the Global Greens secretariat will be located in our office in Brussels, 
which would require some adaptations within our office but we are more than glad to do 
that.  

Office issues: we have found an office manager/director, which will help to structure the 
organisation better and provide you with more support. 

At the campaign the biggest need of the member parties is a developed social media, 
which we are going to work on. 

We would like to propose Madrid as a host place for our next Council, 10-12 May.  

 

Presentation of the Budget 2013 

Lena Lindström, EGP Treasurer, presented the proposed budget 2013.  

We expect a 12% (160 000 EUR) increase in the grant allocation for 2013. There is an 
uncertainty around the amount, since the EP decides on a fixed budget amount for all 
European parties, which is then distributed between existing European parties. We know 
that there might be new European parties registered this year (similar to last year). There 
are also new rules for the European parties proposed by the European Commission, 
which might effect the grant allocation. 

There is a slight rise in the membership fees because of the fact that France has had a 
reduced fee according the agreement in Malmo (2009) and now will get back to the full 
payment of the membership fees. We have also checked the latest data on the GDP per 
capita and made some adjustments have been made as a result. The Membership review 
process decisions will influence the budget as is presented in the document on 
Membership fees. 

We hope to develop the donations part of our budget. Since some people prefer to 
donate to the European campaign as well as to the national one we invite you to mention 
the donations to EGP while campaigning. 



17th Council, European Green Party  
9-11 November 2012, Athens Greece 
Minutes (as adopted at the 18th Council in Madrid, 12 May 2013) 
 

17th EGP Council / 9-11 November 2012 / Athens, Greece / Minutes  Page 23 of 27	  

The main changes within a proposed budget were explained to the Delegates in detail 
(presentation in .ppt download). 

I would like to highlight the changes in the personnel costs: salaries and contributions to staff 
budget line has been increased mainly due to the inclusion of the campaign manager and 
assistant (temporary positions until 2014 elections). Since we have a more or less clear picture of 
our needs in terms of staff we have also decided to provide long-term contracts to our staff. We 
expect less consultancy costs and more volunteer costs. 

There is a need for more space for the GG secretariat and for campaign staff: there is a provision 
budget line for that. Equipment costs and depreciation costs are also slightly higher. 

There is a big change on the accounting system, we have decided to switch to an e-bookkeeping 
system managed by our staff under the lead of the new office manager (external advice would 
still be required).  

EP will provide us with an auditor paid by them.  

There is a reduction on the WG budget line, since most of them are finishing in Spring.  

Local Councillors have applied for less money according to their 5-year action plan, however EGP 
is going to provide staff support for this network. 

This has been the first year that every network was obliged to send in their budget and activities 
plan according to the new Statutes. Not every network has done so, however since it’s the first 
year, we allow for some flexibility.  

FYEG budget line has increased following the increase in their allocation to 3.5%.  

Global Greens budget line is lower then the last year, since no major meetings are panned. We 
are going to continue our participation in the GG coordination meeting. Membership fee is also 
part of this budget line. 

There is less budget planned for the web-site development since it’s almost finished and ready for 
campaigning.  

We are employing 2 people not using the fund reserved for the Campaign so far (240 000 EUR). 
If the newly elected Committee would like to present some changes to this budget, it will do so at 
the Spring Council. 

 

Jacqueline Cremers has informed the Council that EGP had a financial control visit from 
the European Parliament, which confirmed that EGP finances were in impeccable order. 

 

Report from the Global Greens Coordination 

Margaret Blakers, Australian Greens, on behalf of the Global Greens has thanked for the 
invitation to come to the Athens Council meeting and presented the members of the 
Global Greens coordination: Adamou Garba from Niger on behalf of African Greens, 
Manuel Diaz Capodevilla from Venezuela on behalf of Greens of America’s, Liaquat Ali 
from Pakistan and Keli Yen from Taiwan representing the Asia-Pacific Greens, Juan 
Behrend, Eva Goës from Swedish Greens and Steve Emmott, UK greens on behalf of EGP. 
We have also had 2 guests from outside Europe: Mark MacKenzie, the President of the 
Canadian Green Party and Jose Paulo Tuffano from Brasil. The GG coordination has held 
a meeting preceding the Council (November 7-8, 2012), where they have decided that the 
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GG Secretariat will be based in Brussels up until the next Congress in 2017. A full-time 
employed secretary will be based in Brussels. We have also created a secretariat, which 
would include one person from the Federations: Keli, Manuel, Frank and somebody yet to 
be nominated from the EGP. GG coordination will also have 3 advisory positions: Juan 
Behrend, Eva Goes and Papa Meissa Dieng.  

We would like to keep in touch with you all and we looking forward to seeing you at the 
Asia-Pacific Congress in the end of 2013 and other events! 

 
Plenary: voting session 
 
Quorum check: 97 votes are present out of 108 allocation votes. 
 
Approval of the minutes of the EGP Copenhagen Council, Spring 2012 
The minutes were approved and can be found here. 
 
Membership review: Proposal on the re-categorisation of the former observer parties 

The document has been discussed at the morning session (closed only for delegates) and 
has been proposed for voting. 

Annex 2 has been amended by the Bulgarian Greens, a compromise amendment has 
been agreed by all concerned parties and was proposed for voting. Annex 2 was adopted 
as amended. 

The document “Re-categorisation of the former observers of the European Green Party 
as a consequence of the Statutory changes of the European Green Party” was adopted as 
amended with one abstention. Adopted text can be found here. 

Budget and Activities Plan 2013 

The documents have been presented to the delegates in the preceding session.  

Annex I to the Activities plan specifying the roadmap in view of 2014 elected campaign 
has been revised based on the amendments proposed by the German Greens. The 
compromised version has been proposed for voting and was adopted as compromised.  

A draft resolution “Reclaiming the future: enabling youth emancipation in Europe tabled 
by FYEG, EELV, ICV, ENGS has been withdrawn by the tabling parties in favour of an 
amendment to the Activities to ensure that a proper attention is given to the issue on 
youth empowerment. The amendment is adopted.  

An amendment to the Activities plan has been drafted to replace a draft document 
“Proposal of a subject for an EGP policy paper: The green path to a constitution of the 
EU” in order to ensure a proper discussion on the issue within the WG on the Future of 
the EU. The amendment was adopted. 

The Activities plan was adopted as amended (adopted activities plan).  

The Budget 2013 was adopted (adopted budget 2013; adopted membership fees 2013). 

 

Rules for Conciliation Panel and amendments submitted to it, subsequent amendments 
to the Rule Book 
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Amendments (AM) 1-8, 10-11, 13-17 to Annex P procedures for the operation of the 
Conciliation Panel have been adopted. AM 15 is ‘to replace’ and not ‘to add’. AM 9 has 
been withdrawn in favour of AM 8. AM 12 is withdrawn in favour of AM 13. AM 18 has 
been withdrawn under the understanding that the application of the 50+ gender rule 
enables us to elect equal number of women and men. Annex P to the Rule Book is 
adopted as amended. 

Amendments to the Rule Book that bring the text of the Rule Book in correspondence 
with the adopted Annex P have been adopted with at least a 2/3 majority each. AM 3 
was adopted under the understanding that it refers to the employees of all four partners. 
The text of the Rule Book as amended can be found here. 

 

Election of the Conciliation Panel 
 
There are two proposals on the table: to limit the number of Conciliation Panel members to 6 
from the German Greens, and to 8 from a group of member parties. 
We propose to vote on the proposal of 6 members first and if that fails, we will vote on the 8.  
The proposal to have a Conciliation Panel of 6 members has been adopted. We would like to 
note that this number does not prejudge our future decisions on the number of members of the 
Conciliation Panel that is currently defined between 5 and 9. 
 
We are now going to elect 6 members out of 9 candidates. Short presentations of the candidates 
have been done. 
 
Candidates 
 

• ALBRECHT Jan Philipp, Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, Germany 
• BÖRJESSON Agneta, Miljöpartiet de gröna, Sweden 
• BREŽAN Uroš, SMS-Zeleni, Slovenia 
• BROZIO Brigitte, Europe  Écologie  Les  Verts, France   
• GNEZDILOVA Olga, Groza, Russia 
• HADJILOE Theodosia, Cyprus Greens 
• LAHTVEE Valdur, Eestima Rohelised, Estonia 
• van DIJK Jos, GroenLinks, Netherlands 
• ZBORNIK Peter, Czech Greens 

 
Elected Conciliation Panel  
 
Brigitte Brozio, EELV, France has been elected with 58 votes out of 98 (59.2%) in the second 
round. 
Jan-Philip Albrecht, MEP, Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, Germany, has been elected in the first round 
with 58 votes out of 98 (59.2%). 
Agneta Borjesson, MP, Miljöpartiet de gröna, Sweden, has been elected in the second round with 
61 votes out of 98 (62.2%). 
Uroš Brezan, SMS-Zeleni, Slovenia, has been elected in the second round with 65 votes out of 97 
(67%). 
Olga Gnezdilova, Groza, Russia, has been elected in the first round with 68 votes out of 97 
(70.1%). 
Peter Zbornik, Czech Greens, Czech Republic, has been elected in the first round with 52 votes 
out of 95 (54.7%). 
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What’s next for Europe 

2nd compromise draft resolution “What’s next for Europe: more Union in the EU”  

The second compromise draft text has been negotiated over the last two days.  
The amendments where the working group has been able to find a compromise are incorporated 
in the text and will be voted in block.  
Below is an overview of the results of the votes on the amendments where the WG was not able 
to reach a compromise. The amendments numbering was kept in their initial order.  
AM 12 is withdrawn.  
AM 25 – “not carried” 
AM 26 new (compromise): the formulation “appropriate time“ is adopted 
AM 27 new (compromise): is to add the words proposed by the amendments. AM 27 - “carried”. 
AM 28, 55 - “not carried” 
German AM 12 (reformulated): “carried” 
AM 57, 59, 60 – “not carried” 
German AM 11 – withdrawn 
AM 63 - “carried” 
AM 64, 67, 68, 81, 82 - “not carried” 
AM 85 has been included in the compromised text without the word “ethical”. 
German AM 15: the text as orally amended was adopted, i.e. the words “and/or a redemption 
fund” have been added. 
AM 91 - “not carried”, AM 92 fell as a result of vote on AM 91.  
AM 95, 96, 97 - “carried”. 
AM 98 is withdrawn in favour of the future discussion within the WG on Future of the EU. 
The compromise resolution “What’s next for Europe: more Union in the EU” is adopted as 
amended. The text can be found here). 
 
 
Resolutions 
 
Normal resolutions 
 
Resolution “Don’t use the EU Budget for defence research” (tabled by Bündnis 90/Die Grünen 
(DE), Die Grünen (AU), GGEP) 
AM 1-5 are adopted. The resolution is adopted as amended. The text can be found here. 

Resolution “Possible EU sanctions on Russia for the neglect of human rights” (tabled by 
GGEP) 
AM 1-2 are adopted. The resolution was adopted as amended. The text can be found here. 
 

Austerity programmes and the example of leasing of undeveloped Greek Islands (tabled 
by Ecologoi Prasinoi, Greece) 
AM 1-2 are adopted. The resolution was adopted as amended. The text can be found here. 
 

Consolidated version “Making Europe Free from All Forms of Violence against Women 
and Domestic Violence” (tabled by Zieloni, Poland, and co-signed by GGEP) 
AM 1 has been included by the Polish Greens. The resolution was adopted as consolidated. The 
text can be found here. 
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Emergency resolutions 
 
Resolution “The Balkan Gold Rush in the year 2012: a tragedy in the making” (tabled by Green 
Balkan Network) 
AM 1-3, 5, 8-10, 12-16, 19-20 – “carried” 
AM 4, 6, 7, 18 have been added to the annexes. 
AM 11 has been agreed as a compromise. 
AM 17 - “not carried”. 
The resolution was adopted as amended. The text can be found here. 
 
Resolution “Transport policy in the Alps” (tabled by EELV, France) 
AM 1 – “carried”. The resolution was adopted as consolidated. The text can be found 
here. 
 
Resolution “Greens reclaim the streets to change our future” (tabled by ICV, Spain) 
AM 1 - “carried”. AM 2-7 was voted in block and accepted. AM 5 was adopted as orally 
amended, i.e. the words “that promote an exclusive focus” were not included. The 
resolution was adopted as consolidated. The text can be found here. 
 
Resolution “Green support for Pakistan Green Leader and call for free and fair election 
in Pakistan 2013” (tabled by Global Greens Network) 
AM 1 – “carried”. AM 2 has been agreed with an oral amendment, to replace the word 
“system” with “mechanism”. The resolution was adopted as amended. The text can be 
found here. 
 
Compromise resolution “Standing up for democracy” (tabled by Ecologoi Prasinoi, 
Greece and Groza, Russia)  
AM 1 has been withdrawn. The compromise resolution was adopted. The text can be 
found here. 
 

Closing remarks 
 

Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair of the EGP, thanked the Greek Greens, the Delegates for 
their intense and productive work, the GGEP for an effective cooperation, all the 
candidates for the Committee and Conciliation Panel as well as the EGP team and many 
volunteers who contributed to the Council organisation. 

Monica Frassoni has especially thanked all the committee members who have been 
working hard to bring the EGP to its’ current state and who do not continue their 
mandates: Annalena Baerbock, Stephane-Sitbon-Gomez, Philippe Lamberts, Monika Vana 
and Alexey Kozlov. 

The next Council will take place in Madrid, Spain, from 8 to 10 May 2013.  We are 
looking forward to meeting you in Madrid.  

 

Council ends 
 
 


