
Smart citizens 
– smart cities
―

Helga Trüpel is a German politician. From 1991 
to 1995 she has been minister for Culture and the integration 
of immigrants in the City State of Bremen. In 1980 she joined 
Bündnis90/Die Grünen. From 1987 to 1991 and again from 
1995-2004 she was an elected member of the City Council of 
Bremen. In 2004, 2009 and 2014 she was elected Member of the 

European Parliament and joined the political group The Greens/EFA. Since 2004 
she is a vice-president of the European Parliament’s Committee on Culture and 
Education. Between 2004 and 2014 Helga Trüpel worked as the spokesperson for 
budgetary affairs of her political group. During both her first and second terms she 
was furthermore elected co-spokesperson of the delegation of German Greens. 

Jan Bojer Vindheim (70) is a poet and 
politician. He was a founding member of the Norwegian Green 
Party and has been an elected member of the City Council in 
Trondheim since 1991. 
 

Notker Schweikhardt studied architecture 
at the Technical University, Darmstadt, Germany and finished his 
master studies for stage and film design, University of Applied 
Arts, Vienna, Austria. Since 1988 Mr. Schweikhardt has been 
working as a freelance stage and costume designer for opera, 
ballet, musicals and drama in Germany and Europe wide. The 

same year he joined Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, where he was speaker for the Berlin 
working group on culture 2008-2014. In the period of 2012-2014 he was member 
of the Party council at the same time working as cultural advisor to the Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen at the Deutsche Bundestag. Since 2014 Notker Schweikhardt has 
been member of the Berlin House of Representatives.



Karolina Skog lives in Malmö where she is the 
Vice-Mayor of urban planning and services since the elections in 
2014, a shift from her previous responsibilities of urban mobility. 
A red thread in her political agenda is the topic of dense, mixed 
use planning while ensuring sustainability. This includes the 
challenges of smart logistics, traffic, water management and the 

potentials to reduce loads on urban utilities. Of particular interest are improving 
municipal management and control systems as a method of ensuring sustainable 
development.
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