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Draft Minutes 
 

Venue: The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, School of Architecture,  
Philippe de Langes Allé 10, 1435 Copenhagen K 

 
                    Friday, 11th of May 2012 
 
 
Welcome 
 
In her opening remarks, Monica Frassoni, EGP Co-Chair, touched upon the relation the EGP has with 
Socialistisk Folkeparti (SF); as former ‘Observers’ they will now probably become our first 
‘Associate’ member. She described the Congress of the Global Greens, which took place in the 
beginning of April 2012 in Dakar, as a great success. Especially, as Ali Haïdar became Minister of 
Environment in Senegal after the electoral success of FEDES (one week after the Congress).  
 
As SF representative, the Danish Foreign Minister Villy Søvndal welcomed the Council in Denmark. 
He praised Copenhagen and the new Danish government as being very Green. 
Reflecting about the recent elections across Europe Mr. Søvndal raised the point that austerity and 
growth policies do not necessarily have to oppose each other. Talking about the economic crisis in 
general, the Foreign Minister made it clear that SF entered the Danish government in very difficult 
times. Nevertheless, they are trying and are successful in pushing Green topics in the government, 
amongst other things by having taken over the Ministry for the Environment. 
 
Referring to the former German Green Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, the head of SF clearly 
pointed out that his party has a will for power and by the means of Realpolitik wants to achieve 
the utmost possible. Furthermore, SF is a red and green party with its roots in the workers 
movement and with the environmental movements only gaining influence later on. Yet he regarded 
this combination of social (democrat) and green traditions also as a chance for change.  
 
Rebecca Harms closed the opening round by stating that, a few years back, she had decided to 
never return to Copenhagen after the climate conference had failed. With SF in government, she 
had to change her mind. Rebecca emphasized the Green & SF cooperation and specifically 
mentioned Margrete Aukens’ decision to join the Greens/EFA Group instead of GUE/NGL after 
the 2004 European elections. She also praised the constructive joint work in the Danish 
presidency preparation. She shortly reflected on Fukushima (good green campaigning, political 
opinion in Japan changed) and on the financial & economic crisis and a potential “left” solution for 
it. 
 
 
Plenary: Greens in Government - Influence, Impact and Challenges - Rio +20 
 
The panel on Friday afternoon focused on the background of two Green Ministers for the 
Environment: Ida Auken from Denmark (SF) and Ville Niinistö from Finland (Vihreät). The panel 
was chaired by the German journalist Clemens Bomsdorf.  
 
Ida Auken: 
SF is holding five out of 23 cabinet posts in a coalition of three (four as the Enhedslisten does not 
participate in the government but supports it in parliament). Ida Auken said that she always 
favoured being in government to being the opposition. The Euro crisis and necessary austerity 
measures should not be an excuse for not taking over responsibility. She regards it as a bad left 
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wing disease that we always want to beat ourselves for 
the things we did not achieve. It is necessary to show why it matters that Greens are participating 
in governments. Green policy should not be too moralistic. We will not be successful if we focus 
on creating a bad conscience in people‘s minds. According to the Danish Minister of Environment, 
Greens usually bring along a revolutionary impatience; so the same exemplary things have to be 
achieved on a fast-track. She described SF as one of the few bottom-up parties in DK that is trying 
to include external players in policy-making. On a personal level, Ms. Auken described herself as a 
digital native, she gave the advice to “be personal not private” when it comes to Social Media. 
 
Ville Niinistö: 
Vihreät is member of a six-party alliance and is holding 2 out of 19 cabinet posts: Development 
and Environment. Ville Niinistö described the political situation in Finland as rather difficult, 
because the biggest winner of the last elections, the True Finns, did not enter government and 
therefore a right-left government had to be achieved.  
On a personal level, Mr. Niinistö regards himself as a classic activist. He studied history. According 
to him, changes can basically always be achieved, as long as you draw the red lines ahead of 
relevant negotiations.  
He regards the Ministry of Environment as the Ministry of the Future. The Ministry does not exist 
to force people into an environmental friendly lifestyle, but to facilitate this way of living. Similar to 
Ida Auken, he is of the opinion that one needs to keep on talking about the successes the Greens 
are achieving. For a stronger environmental policy, economics would have to be changed. Tax 
policy is necessary to steer waste production, climate policy etc.  
 
 
Plenary: Social Policy, Social Inclusion: Strengthening European society 
through the green economies 
 
The first day of the Council was concluded with a discussion on strengthening Social Policy.  
The panel was made up by: 

•  Kristian Weise, Director CEVEA (Danish Think Tank), moderator, DK 
• Villy Søvndal, SF Party Leader, Minister Foreign Affairs, DK 
• Emilie Turunen, MEP Greens/EFA, SF, DK 
• Marie-Louise Knuppert, Danish Labour Organization, DK 
• Jean Lambert, MEP Greens/EFA, UK 
• Philippe Lamberts, MEP, Co-Chair EGP, BE 

 
Emilie Turunen launched the debate, strongly opposing European Central Bank President, Mario 
Draghi, who had said that the European Social Model is dead. She said that Greens in general need 
to answer and oppose Draghi‘s statement and to promote our solutions, framing them in the 
Green New Deal. Right now, we have the problem of extraordinarily high youth unemployment. 
Extraordinary measures therefore have to be taken!  
Villy Søvndal 
As mentioned earlier, austerity and growth can go together, as long as the growth is Green. There 
is no alternative to the welfare state, consequently the economy has to be (made) strong enough 
to finance the necessary social policy. Social policy is not only about welfare, but also about moral 
obligations. Europe has to set an example! High youth unemployment might pose a risk for youth 
to be drawn towards the far right. Nevertheless, Mr. Søvndal opposes state intervention by the 
means of setting up minimum wages. Such a change would endanger the current functioning 
Danish system, which has responsibilities on all sides! An example is the responsibility of 
businesses to educate young people. The workability of the Danish model is going to be checked 
in the coming months, when the government will deal with the informal labour market. 
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Marie-Louise Knuppert stated that the Danish labour market model brings along a more than 100-
year-old history. It gained strength through the workers movement. With responsibility felt on all 
sides, the idea of less regulation but more Flexicurity works rather well also because Flexicurity 
does not have the same negative connotation that it has in the rest of Europe.  
 
Philippe Lamberts mentioned other concrete examples from the private sector, illustrating that 
what works in Denmark does not necessarily work in other countries, although a lot can be 
learned from the Danish example. 
 
In Belgium there is a deep mistrust of labour unions towards employers. Consequently, time is 
necessary to build trust. Additionally, business owners have to learn that competitiveness goes 
further than wages (education etc.). Philippe Lamberts pleaded not to weaken the targets but Green 
the measures! 
 
Jean Lambert stated that the workability of a social model is dependent on the strength of the 
relevant partners. In her contribution she focused on the diminution of the social welfare system 
and social justice in our societies; the social shift that can best be described by a collapsing bottom 
and a flying top of our societies. Levelling down is dangerous! Taking up Søvndals’ point about the 
danger of right-wing parties, she demanded a focus on young unskilled men. 
 
 
                               Saturday, 12th of May 2012 
 
On Saturday the spring Council started off with a short session for the EGP delegates, with closed doors, 
where the Committee briefed them on the proceedings of the membership of the Confederacion de Los 
Verdes (to be voted on Sunday). 
 
 
Plenary: Discussion on Resolutions and Emergency Resolutions 
 
The discussion was facilitated by Jacqueline Cremers, Secretary General of the EGP. 
 
Both, resolutions and emergency resolutions were  
shortly introduced: 

• Future of EU 
• European Investment Bank Reform 
• ACTA 
• Shale Gas 

(see: http://copenhagen.eu.fuzion.co.nz/proposals/resolutions) 
•  Withdrawal Membership Confederacion de Los Verdes  

(see: http://copenhagen.eu.fuzion.co.nz/proposals/compromise-documents) 
 
The main points were discussed and the amendments were introduced by the respective 
delegations.  
 
 
Plenary: Towards a green democratic reform of the EU 
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The second plenary on Saturday dealt with one 
resolution in particular and was moderated by EGP-Co-Chair Monica Frassoni. The "Future of the 
EU” is more than just another resolution; it is one of the key questions of the EGP. Actors outside 
of the EGP should be included in the discussions as well. 
    

The critical remarks from the floor included: 
• The question about the feasibility of cooperation, pointing out that the Green position has to 

be developed before a discussion is opened to the public.  
•  While the European idea is under threat, it is important to go ahead as well as to defend 

achievements from the past. 
• A bigger attention to outreach (e.g. Ukraine) was claimed.  
• A strong need to deal with the democracy deficit was felt; it is important not to defend EU 

institutions but the European idea instead. 
• The greens should formulate positions for the aims they are ready to stand up for (e.g. against 

nation state, for EU-wide solidarity) 
• The Greens should carefully consider in which coalitions their ideals could be made real. 
• It was asked whether democracy and austerity necessarily oppose each other. 
• It was mentioned that the position of the EU Commission on Greece is a rather destructive 

one. 
 
Many speakers from the floor concluded that Greens need to formulate credible solutions and 
should try to communicate these solutions better and to a wider public. 
 
The plenaries of Saturday morning were meant to allow for more discussion between the parties 
and the delegates. Further in-depth debates took place during the Workshops on various topics 
on Saturday afternoon.    
 
The second day of the Council was concluded by a plenary debate on  
 
Addressing the pensions crisis: credible solutions 
The panel consisted of the following participants and was moderated by Annalena Baerbock from 
the EGP Committee:  

- Laila Mortensen, CEO of Industriens Pension, DK,  
- Carlos Bravo, Confederal Secretary, Social Security and Social Complementary Prevision, 

ESP  
- Luca Scarpiello, Vice-President, European Youth Forum, IT 

Laila Mortensen gave an extensive presentation on the Danish pension system, highlighting its 
strengths but also its weaknesses.  
 
In his contribution, Luca Scarpiello took a strong position for the young people among the 
working population in Europe. He closely linked both retirement age and youth unemployment. 
Furthermore, he advocated a strong social policy, implying that unemployment can only be fought 
adequately by giving employees and workers unions’ serious legal means.  
 
The last panellist, Mr. Carlos Bravo gave a presentation on the social security system in Spain. 
 
The difficulties of an adapted, but nevertheless sustainable, social policy in countries and 
economies, which are especially suffering under the current crisis, were the main issues that he 
focused upon. There is not “one” solution that fits all. E.g. Spain has to deal with high 
unemployment among young people.    
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The debate that followed mainly merged around the 
question whether there is a need for minimum pensions, how employment can be raised among 
different parts of the societies and whether there is a need for productivity adaptation to age.  
 
 
                Sunday, 13th of May 2012 
 
 
Report on the membership review process (closed session for Delegates) 
Jacqueline Cremers reminded us that according to the Paris resolution “Review of Membership 
Status of the European Green Party, in view of the revised Statutes” the membership category 
“Observer“ no longer exists. Given this fact, the existing Observer members have to become 
either Candidate, Associate or Full Member. 
 
The EGP Committee has established a working group that includes 4 Committee members: Steve 
Emmott, Philippe Lamberts, Alexey Kozlov and Jacqueline Cremers, and 4 representatives of the 
collective European Green Party: Michael Scharfschwerdt, Susanne Rieger, Erzsébet Schmuck and 
Eline van Nistelrooij. We are going to send out a letter to the Member parties and ask for more 
information. We are going to share this information with you online. The WG will meet at the end 
of May to assess the information received and will proceed to contact the Observer parties on 
further procedure and prepare the proposal for the Autumn Council. 
 
Plenary session 
 
Revised 2012 Budget  
Lena Lindstrom, EGP Treasurer, presented the revised budget for 2012. The grant amount of the 
EP is less than anticipated because last autumn two new European parties were created and the 
total EP grant budget was redistributed, i.e. EGP has received 65.000 EUR less. Fortunately we had 
a carry over from 2011 of 177 124 EUR we used in the first quarter of 2012. 
The changes proposed by the EGP committee were presented to the Council, including 10.000 
EUR extra for the Campaign fund, no allocation in 2012 to the Social fund, since we have already 
accumulated enough, start the allocation to the property fund as from 2012, yearly allocation to 
the Congress. The other major changes are: the proposal to allocate 40.000 EUR extra to the 
project Horizon 2014, since our strategy is to have more green MEPs in 2014. EGP will raise it’s 
contribution to the FYEG from 2,5% to 3,5%. Membership review process requires 10.000 extra 
budget. 20.000 EUR were allocated to the Friends of EGP. 
 
Presentation of the 2011 Accounts and Activities Report 
Lena Lindstrom has presented the 2011 Accounts and Activities Report. Below is a short summary 
of the major points: EGP didn’t use the full amount of personnel costs, mainly because the position 
of office director was not filled in 2011. We had a new communications officer helping on a 
consultancy basis, Luisa Colasimone, which is why her salary is under a different budget line. We 
had less renovation costs than expected. 
We had a very successful Council and Congress last year that cost a little bit more than budgeted, 
as well as the Summer University. On the other hand, the Local Councillors meeting didn’t use the 
full budget. There were a few questions from the delegates for clarification. 
 
 
 
Plenary: Voting session 
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Quorum check: there are 107 votes allocated, which 
means that we need 54 votes present to be able to start this voting session. The quorum is 
present with 65 votes, i.e. we can proceed with the vote. 
 
Discussion and vote on the Agricultural dimension of the GND 
Jacqueline Cremers has informed the Council that Bas Eickhout MEP, could not be present due to 
other obligations in the Netherlands, which is now in full preparation for the elections in 
September.  
 
The Council has discussed in-depth the amendments for which the working group didn’t manage 
to find a compromise and voted each once separately. The other amendments were voted in 
block. The policy paper “The Agricultural Dimension of the Green New Deal” was adopted 
unanimously as amended  
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/GND%20agricultural%20dimension%20ado
pted_0.pdf 
 
Adoption Minutes Paris Congress and Council 
The minutes were adopted. 
 
Membership Confederacion de Los Verdes  
A closed meeting was held with the delegates on Saturday (12.05.2012), where a discussion on 
withdrawal of membership of the Confederacion de Los Verdes took place. Monica Frassoni has 
shortly introduced the issue to the Council. Confederacion de Los Verdes was a party of different 
local groups and parties in Spain. It is no longer representing the collective of the green parties in 
Spain. Most of its members left. Consequently, the Confederacion de Los Verdes is a completely 
empty shell. The proposal to withdraw the membership of the Confederacion the Los Verdes is 
based on the reality of the situation of that party.  
 
The vote on the withdrawal of membership has been held with a secret ballot. The membership of 
the Confederacion de Los Verdes has been withdrawn with the following votes: “92“ – in favour, 
“2“ – against and “5“ – abstentions.  
 
Revised 2012 Budget – Accounts 2011  
The revised 2012 budget and 2011 accounts are adopted by a unanimous vote. 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/EGP%20Report%20Activities%202011%20a
s%20Adopted.pdf, 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/BUDGET%202012%20Adopted%20as%20re
vised.pdf 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/BUDGET%202012%20Adopted%20as%20re
vised.pdf 
 
Certification of EGP Rule Book  
The new Statutes and the Rule Book were adopted in Paris. They are being registered according 
to the Belgian law and are valid as such. However, the Rule Book needs to be certified by a notary 
in order to safeguard us for liability cases from third parties. We have received all the documents 
too late to present to your attention here, that’s why this issue will be postponed until the 
Autumn Council.  
 
Changes to the Rule Book: EGP - FYEG Agreement  
Terry Reintke, Co-Spokesperson of the FYEG, has presented the changes to the agreement 
between FYEG and EGP. Such changes to the financial agreement between the two partners have 
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to be done after every European election, that has not 
been done yet after 2009 elections. 
The agreement was adopted unanimously as amended. 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/FYEG%20EGP%20Agreement%20as%20ame
nded%20CPH.pdf 
 
GND Social Policy  
The policy paper “The social dimension of the Green New Deal” consists of 4 parts: 1st one on 
Green Jobs, 2nd on Fighting Poverty and Inequality, 3rd on the Social Innovation and the 4th on 
Working Time. 
The amendments to the first part have been voted in Budapest. Below is an overview of the 
results of the votes on the amendments for 2nd, 3rd and 4th.  
 
2nd-chapter: 
Amendments:http://copenhagen.eu.fuzion.co.nz/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/Document%20D%20-
%20AM%20to%20be%20voted.pdf 
1st vote – the amendments where the WG managed to find a compromise were adopted 
unanimously in a block vote. The amendments where the WG didn’t manage to find a 
compromise: 
AM 1- 4 – were voted in block  - “not carried“; 
AM 7 – “carried“; 
AM 9 – “not carried”; 
AM 12 c: “carried“; 
AM 12: “not carried“; 
AM 21: “carried”; 
AM 29: “not carried”; 
AM 30: “carried”; 
AM 36: “carried”; 
AM 38: “carried”; 
AM 41: “carried”; 
AM 45: “carried”; 
AM 46: “not carried”; 
AM 48: “not carried”; 
AM 50: “carried”; 
 
3rd chapter: 
Amendments: http://copenhagen.eu.fuzion.co.nz/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/Social%20policy%20-
%20innovation%20%20%28submitted%20amendments%29.pdf 
1st vote – the amendments, where the WG managed to find a compromise, were adopted in a 
block vote unanimously.  
The amendments where the WG didn’t manage to find a compromise: 
AM 8: “rejected“ with 45 votes “in favour“ and 50 votes “against“. 
 
4th chapter:  
Amendments: http://copenhagen.eu.fuzion.co.nz/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/Social%20policy%20-
%20working%20time%20%20%28submitted%20amendments%29.pdf 
1st vote – the amendments where the WG managed to find a compromise were adopted.  
 
 
The amendments where the WG didn’t manage to find a compromise: 
AM 2c: “carried“; 
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AM 10c: withdrawn; 
AM 11, AM 20c and AM 21: “not carried“; 
 
The policy paper “The social dimension of the Green New Deal” was adopted as amended with a 
final vote on all 4 parts (2/3 majority) 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/GND%20social%20dimension%20adopted.p
df 
 
Resolutions: 
- on Future of EU (tabled by the EGP Committee) 
Amendments: 
http://copenhagen.eu.fuzion.co.nz/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/AM%20Future%20EU.pdf 
Following the same procedure a block vote was taken on the amendments, where the WG 
managed to find a compromise (AM 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15 extra, 18, 20, 21, 23, 26, 27, 28, 30, 
31, 31 extra, 35, 36, 37, 42, 44, 45, 46, 48). The amendments where the WG didn’t manage to find 
a compromise were voted separately: 

 AM 7, 10, 15, 16, 19, 22 (as amended), 24, 25, 27 extra, 33, 41 were adopted; 
 AM 8, 29, 32, 49, 50, 51 were withdrawn; 
 AM 6, 14, 17, 34, 38, 39, 40, 43, 47 were rejected. 

The resolution was adopted as amended with 71 votes – “in favour“; 7 votes – “against” and 11 – 
“abstentions”. 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/Resol%20Towards%20a%20Green%20Dem
ocratic%20Reform%20of%20the%20EU.pdf 
 
- on Reform of the European Investment Bank Energy Policy – Budget Climate Change (tabled by 
Swedish Greens) 
The resolution on Climate Change- Reform of the European Investment Bank energy policy was 
adopted as amended by a unanimous vote. 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/Reform%20EIB%20Energy%20Policy%20ado
pted.pdf 
 
- on ACTA (tabled by the German Greens) 
Grammatical adjustments will be made should that be necessary. However, the text should stay 
without too many changes because a similar text was recently adopted at the Global Greens 
congress in Dakar.  
The resolution on ACTA was adopted as amended by a unanimous vote. 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/Make%20ACTA%20history%20adopted.pdf 
 
- on Shale Gas Fracking (tabled by the Czech Greens) 
The original resolution has been considerably enriched by the amendments submitted by the Irish 
Greens. There was a consensus in the working group on these amendments. The compromise 
draft of the text including all 35 amendments of the Irish Greens has been distributed to the 
Delegates. The compromise amendments were adopted. The Council adopted the resolution on 
Shale Gas Fracking as amended with a unanimous vote. 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/NO%20to%20Shale%20Gas%20Fracking%2
0in%20Europe%20as%20Adopted.pdf 
 
Closing remarks 
Philippe Lamberts, Co-Chair of the EGP thanked all who contributed to the organisation of the 
Council: to the Delegates for a very productive Council, to SF as well as the EGP team, who have 
prepared the Council.  
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In solidarity with Greece and after consulting with the Greek Greens, the Committee proposed to 
hold the next Council in Athens, 9-11 November 2012. The autumn Council will have to elect the 
next Committee for a period of three years. 
 
Council ends. 
 


