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To:   EGP Council, Tampere, Finland 
From: EGP Committee 
Date: 27 September 2019 
Report FFM and recommendation on the full membership application of Verdi-Grüne-
Vërc, South-Tyrol, Italy  
 
 

A delegation from the European Green Party has travelled to South-Tyrol, Italy, on 5th 
September 2019 in order to conduct a Fact-finding mission to evaluate the application to 
full-membership of Verdi-Grüne-Vërc, EGP candidate member since November 2017. 

Participants: 
• Mar Garcia – EGP Secretary General 
• Thomas Waitz – EGP Committee Member 
• Jamila Schäfer – International and European Coordinator and Deputy Chair of Bündnis 

90/Die Grünen 
• Benedetta De Marte – EGP Political Advisor 
• Júlia Boada Danés – EGP Event Manager 

Programme FFM, 5 September 
• 9h00 – 10h00: Meeting with Mayor of Merano, Paul Rosch and Alderwoman for Mobility, 

Environment and Regional Planning, Madeleine Rohrer – Green party office (Via dei Bottai, 
5) 

• 10h00 – 11h00: Meeting with Bolzano Alderwoman for Environment, Mobility and Equal 
opportunities, Maria-Laura Lorenzini and Party Co-Chair, Tobias Planer – Green Party office 
(Via dei Bottai, 5) 

• 11h00 – 12h00: Meeting with Provincial Councillors, Brigitte Foppa – also Party Co-Chair – 
and Hanspeter Staffler and their staff – Provincial Parliament (Piazza Silvio-Magnago, 6) 

• 12h00 – 14h00: Lunch with Party Board - Vögele Restaurant (Via Goethe, 3) 
• 14h30 – 15h30: Meeting with Sonja Abrate, Vice-President of Ökoinstitut – Walthers Café 

(Piazza Walther) 
• 15h30 – 16h30: Meeting with Ermira Kola, Activist of Binario 1 (shelter for vulnerable 

refugees) - Walthers Café (Piazza Walther) 
• 18h00 – 19h00: Meeting with Edi Rabini, President of the Alexander Langer Foundation – 

Alexander Langer Foundation (Via dei Bottai, 5) 
• 20h00 – 21h30: Public event with young Greens on climate change. Mar and Jamila as 

speakers - Parrocchia di Bolzano (Piazza della Parrocchia) 
• 21h30: Informal dinner with Young Greens and event participants 

 
 
1. STATE OF PLAY OF THE RELATIONS WITH EUROPEAN GREENS (2017 – 
2019) 

Verdi-Grüne-Verc was admitted as an EGP candidate member at the 27th EGP Council which 
took place in Karlstad between 24th and 26th November 2017 (for a more detailed 
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explanation of the history and of the characteristics of the party, please refer to the 2017 
report, in annex). Since then, the relations with the European Greens have been overall very 
positive. The communication with the Party was smooth and quite frequent and they took 
part in several EGP events and Councils, which allowed EGP to meet their leadership in 
person and have regular updates on their situation. 

They have requested EGP presence in the Province several times and EGP Co-Chair 
Reinhard Bütikofer travelled there twice in the last year: once on 21/22 September 2018 on 
the occasion of the event “South-Tyrol – no future without Europe” and related press 
conference and the second time on 16 May 2019 at the very end of the European elections 
campaign for a discussion and campaign activities of the list Europa Verde. 
 
Moreover, few months before their admission as Candidate members, EGP and VGV co-
organized the conference “All inclusive? Nature and tourism between conflict and 
symbiosis" in Merano where Co-Chair Monica Frassoni intervened as speaker.  

During the 2019 EU campaign they also requested the presence of one of the Spika’s in their 
territory, but this could not be organised due to time constraints.  

In 2018 they decided to change their logo in order to include a small EGP logo in it, which 
they did with the EGP Committee’s anterior authorization. 
 
 
2. LATEST ELECTION RESULTS 

In the last provincial elections which took place on 21 October 2018 they ran as Verdi-Grüne-
Vërc and obtained 6,8% (19,391/284,351 votes) and 3 seats in the Provincial Council. In the 
European Elections of May 2019, they ran in the joint coalition “Europa Verde” together with 
the Italian Greens and other partners, which got 2,3% of the votes at the national level and 
8,68% at the Provincial level.  
 
 
3. FACT-FINDING MISSION  
 
Meetings with VGV representatives 
From the meetings with Greens who are in government in the two main cities of South-Tyrol, 
Bolzano and Merano, it was clear that through these governmental experiences they were 
able to propose and implement many innovative policies and practices, especially on topics 
related to sustainability and mobility (strategies of adaptation to climate change, plastic 
free schools, increasing of sustainable mobility and pedestrian areas…), but also on cultural 
and youth-related issues.  
Although acknowledging that the population is not always ready to embrace fully some of 
their projects, they believe that these governing experiences have helped raising awareness 



 

 3 

on environmental topics and changing a bit the often conservative mentality of the general 
public. In view of the next local elections, however, they recognize it might not be easy to 
reconquer their current mandates, in particular due to new competition for the German-
speaking part of their electorate and possible new civic lists. 

Overall, all the interlocutors we met have stressed the importance for VGV to join the 
European Green Party, firstly because of the core European nature of their territory and for 
the inter-ethnic vocation of their party, the only one in South-Tyrol which aims at 
representing both the Italian-speaking and the German-speaking communities and at 
overcoming the “ethnic” divisions of the province; secondly, because their electorate is 
attentive to the European dynamics and expects VGV to embody the Green wave on their 
territory; thirdly because they believe that being able to show a strong connection to the 
European Greens could potentially allow them to penetrate more also in the Italian-speaking 
electorate who is generally less inclined to vote for them because they are more influenced 
by the Italian political debate, where Greens and green topics have less exposure than in 
the German one.  

As for the future, the two main challenges our partners identified from an electoral point of 
view are indeed to succeed to attract a bigger portion of the Italian-speaking electorate and, 
on the other hand, to create a stronger appeal and network among the rural communities, 
who play a very important role in the province due to the importance of agriculture and 
tourism in the region.  

Despite the work they consider is still needed to increase their electoral basis, they are 
nevertheless satisfied that in the last year, thanks to the successes of the Climate 
movement and the Green Wave, as well as to work they have done at the local government 
level, the public perception towards them has improved and they find it easier to involve 
citizens in their activities.  

As for the Young Greens, they have a cohesive and motivated group. During the EGP visit 
they organised a public event on climate change which attracted around 30 people. They 
were particularly satisfied because several of the participants were activist from the youth 
climate movement who are generally not very inclined to attend political events.  
 
Meetings with civil society 
The interlocutors we spoke to acknowledged that VGV is the most progressive party of 
South-Tyrol, a province where the biggest part of the German-speaking population still votes 
for the conservative SVP or other more conservative parties, while among the Italian-
speaking population, there is a rising consensus towards Lega. 

In such context, the Greens are widely recognized for being at the forefront of topics and 
issues that not many other parties are willing to take up. 
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They are also still the only party which makes inter-ethnicity one of the focal points of their 
political activity and remains coherent to this founding idea even at the risk of losing a part 
of the electorate who is not particularly inclined to vote for a party where both linguistic 
groups are represented. 

Their record on environmental and public health policies and revindications is described as 
being very good. In particular Greens seem to be the party that tries to have an impact in 
making tourism and agriculture (the key economic sectors of the province which at the 
same time provoke most of the environmental problems) more sustainable and less 
impactful on the nature.  

A field on which their political action could be more radical and intense seems to be 
migration. The interlocutors we spoke to acknowledged that the Greens are still the only 
ones who are somehow active on this at the provincial level and that the general context is 
not really favorable to such policies, but still think there could be more space of action for 
VGV to intervene on this.  

4. OPINION OF THE FEDERAZIONE DEI VERDI  

5. EGP COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION  

Taking into account the findings of the 2016 fact-finding mission (see report for Karlstad 
Council: https://europeangreens.eu/karlstad2017/proposals/application-membership-
south-tyrolean-greens-italy), the relations entertained with the EGP since 2017 until today, 
the findings of the latest fact-finding mission, the latest results both in Provincial and in 
European elections, as well as the positive opinion of Federazione dei Verdi, the European 
Green Party Committee recommends to its member parties to vote in favour of full 
membership for Verdi-Grüne-Vërc. 


