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1. With the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is going through one of the worst
crises it has ever experienced, a crisis that has already costed millions
of lives, tens of millions of people to lose their jobs, that has deepened
social injustices, disproportionately affected marginalised groups, women
and girls with hard-fought gains for their rights currently being under
threat, that has shown the fatal impacts of our abusive natural resources
exploitation and productivist model.
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2. For citizens in the EU, the crisis has also shown how much the lack of
European reforms in the last decades heavily harmed our capacity to act
fast in the general interest and how damaging were the member states'
egoistic reactions at the beginning of the crisis. It has shown, at a very
high price, that European solidarity is not an abstract concept. It is
very concrete reality on which lives can depend.
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3. Nobody could have predicted the outbreak of the crisis. But the political
majority ruling Europe for decades bears a responsibility for not having
engaged in reforms that would have allowed us to manage it better. A Union
with more competences in crucial areas, a decision making process, more
resources, well-funded health and social care services, strong welfare
states, resilient communities, a patent and research system that doesn’t
give so few multinational a monopoly over vaccination supply, a relocation
of key economic sectors would have undoubtedly been more efficient and
more resilient.
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4. The path breaking decision to issue a €750bn post-pandemic recovery fund
showed that some long-standing taboos like the mutualisation of public
debt or the creation of new own resources can be overcome when there is
the political will to do so.
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5. Future crisis will hit us: health crisis, environmental crisis, financial
crisis, geopolitical crisis. By definition, crises require preparedness
and resilience. Although we remain preoccupied by the current crisis and
the need to contain a new wave of infections, we also believe that it is
essential to prepare the post-Covid Europe.
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6. Political will is needed now. Let’s not wait for the next crisis to
conduct the necessary changes. In the next year, more than a third of EU
citizens will go to vote. With coming national elections in Germany,
France, Hungary, Czechia, Slovenia and Cyprus, lines can move in key
countries and Greens, as the alternative to the neoliberal productivism
status quo and reactionary populism, can reorientate Europe and build it
back better.
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7. In this framework, the Conference on the Future of Europe is an
opportunity to learn from the mistakes of the past and build a Union fit
for the future and for its common challenges. Experiences in Ireland and
in France show that participatory exercises, where representative samples
of citizens are given the mandate, with the assurance that it would be
followed-up with actions, to formulate recommendations on a political
topic works.
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8. To be a success, as we have claimed in our communication, it needs to
ensure a meaningful citizens’ participation, be an inclusive process and
most of all, it has to deliver real changes. It is the commitment to
deliver changes that will make citizens willing to engage and it is the
citizens’ engagement that will ensure the success of the process.
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9. Our political family will invest this unique opportunity to bring citizens
together and shape our common future. During the next phase, we will
engage with civil society organisations at all levels to ensure that their
demands, needs and ideas are properly reflected in the debates and get the
attention they deserve. We will organise debates and actions to put our
main proposals to public debate. We will coordinate our Green political
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57 family across Europe.
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10. In particular, we will defend core proposals that can impulse meaningful
change in Europe:

60 Investing in the ecological transition 
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The post-Covid society model has to tackle the climate crisis and ensure social
justice within the planet boundaries. A crisis response like the Recovery and
Resilience Fund has to be made permanent and turned into a fund to make the
necessary investments to achieve climate neutrality and invest in health care
and social protection.
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This investment strategy has to go hand in hand with the relocalisation of
essential sectors of the economy and a radical change of paradigm when it comes
to trade policy in order to make it compatible with climate goals, human rights
and social justice.

70 A Europe that protects fundamental rights
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The EU is a union of rights and values. However, our legal framework doesn’t
always reflect this principle. European citizens still do not enjoy the same
rights and when women’s rights, LGBTI+ rights, minority rights are under attacks
in some member states, the EU does not always have efficient tools to protect
them.
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That is why we believe that the EU should be competent to protect and promote
fundamental rights, through a pillar of rights enshrined in primary law. The EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights and such additional rights should apply also to
the actions of Member States, and citizens should be able to defend them in the
European Court of Justice.

81 A stronger European democracy
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In order to ensure equal influence on European politics to European citizens and
that political debates are truly European, we call for the creation of a joint
European constituency, where part of the members of Parliament are elected on
European lists in 2024.
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Democracy is also damaged by egoistic blockades. This is why unanimity voting
should be ended in key policy areas, including tax policy, social policy,
foreign and security policy, and on budgetary matters.
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At the same time, some new transfer of competences to the EU, like on health
issues are necessary. This would ensure that the EU can coordinate action, like
organising patient transfers, information sharing and decide on measures when a
health crisis has a cross-border effect.

93 Making the health sector fit for the common good
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Accessibility of health services is heavily dependent on our Intellectual
property rights system, our Research and Development Scheme and the organisation
of production and supply. In order to ensure that the health sector is driven by
general interest considerations, the EU should have a steering role, coordinate
R&D efforts, the launch of public procurements, organise production capacities,
reform its IP rights regime and align public and private initiatives.

100 A Feminist Recovery
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The labour market is heavily dominated by a gender effect. Most sectors in the
economy are predominantly occupied by women or by men, and only few sectors are
effectively mixed. Work in sectors predominantly occupied by women is
undervalued and therefore underpaid, including in the care sector. At the same
time, the absence of gender-budgeting results in unbalanced investment in
sectors that mostly benefit men, thus resulting in growing inequalities. In
order to shift towards a feminist approach, the EU has to take binding measures
for equal pay for work of equal value, pay transparency and has to ensure
gendermainstreaming in all policy and budgetary decisions and promote it in
Member States.

111 Solidarity that does not stop with EU Citizenship
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Migrations and displacements are some of the biggest challenges but also
opportunities for the European Union. A permanent mechanism to fairly allocate
asylum seekers, based on a two-stage system with positive incentives to enhance
solidarity should be implemented. It would make EU asylum policy more resilient
and contribute to solving the humanitarian crisis at European borders.
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Combating social inequalities with a fair and just taxation system and adequate
living wages
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The post-covid European economy should be based on tax and social justice. Tax
avoidance deprives public budgets from necessary funds. It prospers thanks to
tax dumping and opacity. That is why we need tax convergence, through minimum
tax rates and common basis and tax transparency. This will provide public money
to fight better social and economic injustices, to invest in ecological
transition, education, and public services; to fund civil society organisations;
to ensure new digital monopolies effectively pay taxes.

126 Protecting our environment with a fair and sustainable agriculture
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Providing sufficient and safe food in an economically, socially and
environmentally sustainable manner is one of the key challenges of the century.
To tackle it, a shift of paradigm is needed and the Common Agricultural Policy
has to be deeply reformed. We need a fair and sustainable CAP, in which payments
to large landowners are capped and ensure that small-scale farmers can also
benefit from financial aid. We want to see investment in regional food
production, cutting down the distance food is transported, respect for animal
welfare, link rural development as well as binding CAP payments to ambitious
environmental objectives to ensure CAP does no harm.
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