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Amendments to A common position on Afghanistan

№ Lines Tabled by Supporters Original text Proposed amendment Explanation / comment
1 AM-1-5 SMS Evrope 

Slovenia
During the Taliban takeover of Kabul between 14 
August and 1 September 2021, more than 123,000 
Afghan civilians were evacuated by US forces and its 
coalition 

From line 1 to 2:

During theAfter a Taliban takeovercoup d'etat that ended with the 
occupation of Kabul[Space]between 14 August and 1 September 
2021, more than 123,000 Afghan civilians were evacuated by US 
forces and its coalition 

There was no "takeover" of Kabul in Afghanistan, but 
the Taliban carried out a coup violently and with 
weapons and illegally seized power. Given that the word 
"takeover" can be understood to mean an agreed 
takeover, an election takeover, or something similar, it is 
necessary to emphasize at the outset that it was a coup 
d'etat and not a takeover.

2 AM-4-4 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

partners, along with diplomatic personnel and 
foreigner citizens living in the country. (There are no 
clear numbers of how many people have been 
evacuated since then. The crisis comes on top of the 
2.2 million Afghan refugees already living in 
neighbouring countries and over 3.5 internally 
displaced Afghans

From line 3 to 6:

partners, along with diplomatic personnel and foreigner citizens 
living in the country. (There are no clear numbers of how many 
people have been evacuated since then. The crisis comes on top 
of the 2. The crisis comes on top of the 2.2 million Afghan 
refugees already living in neighbouring countries and over 3.5 
internally displaced Afghans 

3 AM-8-1 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

Since the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan on 
1 May 2021, the Taliban have taken control of the 
country. This move comes with fears of stricter 

From line 7 to 8:

Since the announcement of the US military withdrawal from 
Afghanistan on 1 May 2021, the Taliban have taken control of the 
country. This move comes with fears of stricter 

4 AM-8-2 Europe 
Ecologie - Les 
Verts

Since the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan on 
1 May 2021, the Taliban have taken control of the 
country. This move comes with fears of stricter 
controls, brutal rule and, in particular, a much worse 
situation for women and 

From line 7 to 9:

Since the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan on 1 May 
2021, the Taliban have taken control of the country. This move 
comes with fears of resulting in stricter controls, brutal rule and, in 
particular, a much worse situation for women and 

5 AM-9-1 SMS Evrope 
Slovenia

Since the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan on 
1 May 2021, the Taliban have taken control of the 
country. This move comes with fears of stricter 
controls, brutal rule and, in particular, a much worse 
situation for women and 

From line 7 to 9:

Since the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan on 1 May 
2021, the Taliban have taken control of the countryforcibly seized 
power in Afghanistan. This move comes with fears of stricter 
controls, brutal rule and, in particular, a much worse situation for 
women and 

The diction of “taking control of the state” is too lenient 
to describe the facts, as taking control is possible in 
several ways. In Afghanistan, however, there has been 
no "takeover of control of the country" by election, 
agreement, or anything like that, but by brute military 
force, which must also be properly defined.
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6 AM-10-1 Groen controls, brutal rule and, in particular, a much worse 

situation for women and girls in the country.
Insert from line 9 to 10:

controls, brutal rule and, in particular, a much worse situation for 
women and girls, civil society, journalists, LGBTQI+ people, 
activists, interpreters, researchers and many others in the country.

We want to make clear how the situation has an impact 
on Afghan society.

7 AM-12-1 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

Without going into detail, since Afghan’s history of 
conflicts is extensive and complicated, it is clear that 
the Americans’ 20-year war on terror, with the support 
of many other states, has been a failure. It is also clear 
that, since the end of the former Taliban rule in 
Afghanistan, a whole generation of young 

From line 11 to 14:

Without going into detail, since Afghan’sWhile Afghanistan’s 
history of conflicts is extensive and complicated, it is clear that the 
Americans’ 20-year war'war on terrorterror', with the support of 
many other states, has been a failure. It is also clear that, since the 
end of the former Taliban rule in Afghanistan, a whole generation 
of young 

8 AM-14-1 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

Groen complicated, it is clear that the Americans’ 20-year war 
on terror, with the support of many other states, has 
been a failure. It is also clear that, since the end of the 
former Taliban rule in Afghanistan, a whole generation 
of young girls and women have had the possibility to 
study, to work and to be part of Afghan society, thanks 
to development cooperation.

From line 12 to 16:

complicated, it is clear that the Americans’ 20-year war on terror, 
with the support of many other states, has been a failure. It is also 
clear that, since the end of the former Taliban rule in Afghanistan, 
a whole generation of young girls and women have had the 
possibility to study, to work and to be part of Afghan society, 
thanks to development cooperation.Yet, since the end of the 
former Taliban rule in Afghanistan, a whole generation of young 
girls and women have had the possibility to study and work.

9 AM-20-1 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

Groen thousands of people desperately trying to leave the 
country, and with women locked up again in their 
homes, is, to a large extent, the result of our own 
foreign policy and neocolonial behaviour, and that 
there is need for big changes in Western foreign policy, 
including in the military and aid policy fields. However, 
first and foremost, this specific resolution aims to set 
a baseline for how the EU needs to act in the current 
situation in order to provide the best immediate 
support for the people of Afghanistan. Thus, there are 
no direct proposals on how a more long-term foreign 
policy approach to Afghanistan might look.

From line 18 to 26:

thousands of people desperately trying to leave the country, and 
with women locked up again in their homes, is, to a large extent, 
the result of our own foreign policy and neocolonial behaviour, 
and that there is need for big changes in Western foreign policy, 
including in the military and aid policy fields. However, first and 
foremost, this specific resolution aims to set a baseline for how 
the EU needs to act in the current situation in order to provide the 
best immediate support for the people of Afghanistan. Thus, there 
are no direct proposals on how a more long-term foreign policy 
approach to Afghanistan might look.is unacceptable. There needs 
to be a full reappraisal of the interventions of the West in 
Afghanistan. The international community must critically review its 
involvement in Afghanistan and its consequences in order to avoid 
repeating the same mistakes.
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10 AM-23-1 Green Party of 

England and 
Wales

However, first and foremost, this specific resolution 
aims to set a baseline for how the EU needs to act in 
the current situation in order to provide the best 
immediate support for the people of Afghanistan. 
Thus, there are no direct

From line 22 to 24:

However, first and foremost, this specific resolution aims to set a 
baseline for how the EU needsand its European allies need to act 
in the current situation in order to provide the best immediate 
support for the people of Afghanistan. Thus, there are no direct 

The text interchanges EU with Europe. Should be 
inclusive of all countries in EGP.

11 AM-24-1 Europe 
Ecologie - Les 
Verts

how the EU needs to act in the current situation in 
order to provide the best immediate support for the 
people of Afghanistan. Thus, there are no direct 
proposals on how a more long-term foreign policy 
approach to Afghanistan might look.

Delete from line 23 to 26:

how the EU needs to act in the current situation in order to provide 
the best immediate support for the people of Afghanistan. Thus, 
there are no direct proposals on how a more long-term foreign 
policy approach to Afghanistan might look.

12 AM-38-1 Europe 
Ecologie - Les 
Verts

humanitarian assistance to the people who remain in 
the country. Continued and strengthened support 
must be ensured for development actors working with 
the Afghan civil society as well as support for women 
and girls both within

From line 37 to 39:

humanitarian assistance to the people who remain in the country. 
Continued and strengthened support mustand guarantees of their 
safetymust be ensured for development actors working with the 
Afghan civil society as well as support for women and girls both 
within 

13 AM-41-1 EGP 
Committee

Afghan civil society as well as support for women and 
girls both within Afghanistan and in its neighbouring 
countries.

Insert from line 39 to 40:

Afghan civil society as well as support for women and girls both 
within Afghanistan and in its neighbouring countries while 
ensuring no funds go through Taliban government institutions.

14 AM-43-2 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

While the EU’s Member State leaders have already 
made, and are continuing to make efforts to meet the 
second pillar mentioned above, the border policies at 
both national and EU level remain restrictive and the 
call for Frontex to continue with strict border controls 
to stop what they call “illegal migrants” is emphasised 
in a Council statement on 31 August. While we Greens 
always want to promote open borders, we see this as 
a particularly extreme situation, and we want Afghans 
wishing to come to the EU to settle down to be able to 
do so.

From line 42 to 48:

While the EU’s Member State leaders have already made, and are 
continuing to make efforts to meet the second pillar mentioned 
above, the border policies at both national and EU level remain 
restrictive and the call for Frontex to continue with strict border 
controls to stop what they call “illegal migrants” is emphasised in 
a Council statement on 31 August. While we Greens always want 
to promote open borders, we see this as a particularly extreme 
situation, and we want Afghans wishing to come to the EU to 
settle down to be able to do so.there is far too little effort by EU 
statesto provide protection and refuge for vulnerable people from 
Afghanistan. As Greens, we advocate for generous reception 
quotas and access to free asylum procedures.
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15 AM-46-1 Groen continue with strict border controls to stop what they 

call “illegal migrants” is emphasised in a Council 
statement on 31 August. While we Greens always 
want to promote open borders, we see this as a 
particularly extreme situation, and we want Afghans 
wishing to come to the EU to settle down to be able to 
do so.

From line 45 to 48:

continue with strict border controls to stop what they call “illegal 
migrants” is emphasised in a Council statement on 31 August. 
While we Greens always want to promote open borders, we see 
this as a particularly extreme situation, and we want Afghans 
wishing to come to the EU to settle down to be able to do so.We 
Greens will always protect human rights, including the right to 
asylum. We advocate for the immediate end of pushbacks and the 
protection of human rights in the European border policy.

The sentence is a bid contradictory. We also wanted to 
criticize what is happening at the European borders.

16 AM-47-1 Europe 
Ecologie - Les 
Verts

is emphasised in a Council statement on 31 August. 
While we Greens always want to promote open 
borders, we see this as a particularly extreme situation, 
and we want Afghans wishing to come to the EU to 
settle down to be able to do so.

From line 46 to 48:

is emphasised in a Council statement on 31 August. While we 
Greens always want to promote open borders, we see this as a 
particularly extreme situation, and we want Afghans wishing to 
come to the EU to settle down to be able to do so.
we see the present situation as a particularly extreme, also due to 
Western interventions in Afghanistan

17 AM-49-1 Federation of 
Young 
European 
Greens

The European Greens are advocating for: Insert after line 49:

Official safe and legal passage for people, and their families, who 
have worked for foreign governments, human rights defenders, 
journalists, civil society activists, women, police and law 
enforcement officials, judges and professionals of the justice 
system.

Before the asylum application process, there is a need 
to create safe and legal passage to the host countries

18 AM-50-1 Die Grünen The issuing of permanent residence permits for 
Afghan citizens who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.

From line 50 to 51:

The issuing of permanent residence permits for Afghan citizens 
who need refuge in any EU Member State.Safeguarding effective 
protection and the necessary safe and legal pathways to such 
protection in the EUfor Afghan citizens who need international 
protection.

There are many different legal forms of protection.

19 AM-50-2 Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen

The issuing of permanent residence permits for 
Afghan citizens who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.

Insert from line 50 to 51:

The issuing of permanent residence permits for Afghan citizens at 
risk who need refuge in any EU Member State.

20 AM-50-3 Verdes Equo The issuing of permanent residence permits for 
Afghan citizens who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.

Insert from line 50 to 51:

The issuing of permanent residence permits for Afghan citizens  
especially girls and women who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.



Page 5

№ Lines Tabled by Supporters Original text Proposed amendment Explanation / comment
21 AM-50-4 Federation of 

Young 
European 
Greens

The issuing of permanent residence permits for 
Afghan citizens who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.

From line 50 to 51:

The issuing of permanent residence permits for Afghan citizens 
who needask for refuge in any EU Member State.

We believe all Afghanistan citizens who ask for 
permanent residence, should get permanent residence. 
Using "need" in this sentence would make this 
ambivelant and up to the discretionary powers of the 
state.

22 AM-50-5 Groen The issuing of permanent residence permits for 
Afghan citizens who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.

Insert from line 50 to 51:

The establishment of safe and legal routes to EU territory for 
Afghan asylum seekers, particularly through resettlement, 
humanitarian visas and familey reunification. The issuing of 
permanent residence permits for Afghan citizens who need refuge 
in any EU Member State.

Clarification.

23 AM-51-1 Green Party of 
England and 
Wales

The issuing of permanent residence permits for 
Afghan citizens who need refuge in any EU Member 
State.

From line 50 to 51:

The issuing of permanent residence permits for Afghan citizens 
who need refuge in any EU MemberEuropean State.

Justification: some EGP member parties are based in 
non-EU states, all states, not just EU states have a 
moral obligation, as well as legal responsibilities to care 
for refugees.

24 AM-52-1 Federation of 
Young 
European 
Greens

Continued evacuation efforts for people who have 
worked for foreign governments and therefore now 
risk persecution by the Taliban.

From line 52 to 53:

Continued evacuation efforts for people who have worked for 
foreign governments and therefore now risk persecution by the 
Taliban.Considering that resettlement procedures are often 
delayed, these measures should be accompanied by rapid 
evacuation measures of the vulnerable people who risk 
persecution by the Taliban.

We must highlight that complimentary to the standard 
resettlement procedures, those who are at high risk of 
persecution by the Taliban should be aided with rapid 
evacuation measures.

25 AM-53-1 Die Grünen Continued evacuation efforts for people who have 
worked for foreign governments and therefore now 
risk persecution by the Taliban.

Insert from line 52 to 53:

Continued evacuation efforts for people who have worked for 
foreign governments the EU or international organisations or who 
were supporting the process of democratisation in Afghanistan 
and therefore now risk persecution by the Taliban.

26 AM-53-2 Federation of 
Young 
European 
Greens

governments and therefore now risk persecution by 
the Taliban.

Insert after line 53:

These resettlement procedures for Afghans in danger in 
Afghanistan or neighbouring countries should not conceal the 
asylum status of the Afghans who are already in Europe. Their 
asylum application must be re-examined on the basis of the 
political and social changes in Afghanistan. Similarly, the EU 
should pay attention and support the resettlement process of 
Afghan refugees who are already in Turkey or on the Western 
Balkan route.

This to ensure due process for Afghans who are already 
in Europe.
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27 AM-54-1 Europe 

Ecologie - Les 
Verts

Greater support to humanitarian/development actors 
who work with humanitarian access in Afghanistan.

From line 54 to 55:

Greater Increased and continuous support to 
humanitarian/development actors whoable to work with 
humanitarian access in Afghanistan.

28 AM-60-1 Die Grünen II. Insert after line 60:

not to recognize the Taliban as the legitimate government of 
Afghanistan, yet, to seek dialogue, when necessary, in order to 
secure support and humanitarian aid for the civil population and 
to enforce the five benchmarks as the basis for the European 
Union engagement with the Taliban.

In our exchange with the Afghan Community it was a 
repeated request not to recognize the Taliban as a 
legitimate government. While it is already mentioned in 
the introduction of the resolution, it is important to 
state this very explicitly in what we want to advocate 
for. More information on the five benchmarks can be 
found here: 
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
homepage/103712/afghanistan-press-statement-high-
representative-josep-borrell-informal-meeting-foreign_en


