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Recommendation to the Council from the Committee and the working 
group finances on the revision of the reimbursement rules 
 
 
General Introduction 
In it’s June meeting after the European Elections, the Committee initiated a working group on 
finances to prepare a proposal for the Council regarding revising the reimbursement rules, the 
membership fees and the allocation of delegates and votes. The working group consists of the 
Financial advisors, Treasurer Lena Lindström, Committee Member Panu Laturi and Secretary 
General Jacqueline Cremers. At the adoption of the new Statutes and Rule Book in Paris in 
2011, it was decided that discussion on these issues would be postponed until after the 
elections in 2014, in view of the long term financial agreement adopted in Malmö in 2009 and 
the building up of the campaign fund before 2014. The Committee now proposes adjusting the 
rules for reimbursement at the Autumn Council in Istanbul and will continue working on the 
‘financial package’ for the Spring Council 2015.  
 
The working group advised the Committee on possible ways of revising the reimbursement 
rules; the Committee adopted the proposal in its October Committee meeting and 
recommends the following to the Council for adoption. 
 
 
Introduction on the reimbursement rules 
The reimbursement of costs for participation at EGP meetings is seen as a valuable way of 
allowing (more) representatives of parties to participate at EGP meetings. The Committee 
recommends continuing this practice. Notwithstanding the principle that this is valuable, the 
Committee also aims to minimise costs, and raise awareness of costs related to participation. 
Therefore the Committee proposes to introduce the mechanism of a limited own-contribution.  
 
 
The following adjustments are proposed 1 
 2 

1. To extend the reimbursement rules for full member parties to candidate members 3 
 4 

2. To extend the reimbursement for all meetings the EGP organises with a member party-5 
wide invitation policy 6 

 7 
3. To introduce the principle of own-contribution: 8 

§ For those entitled to reimbursement of participation costs. This from 9 
the point of becoming eligible for reimbursements (i.e. immediately), 10 
15% of the participation fee  11 

§ For those entitled to reimbursement for travel costs, only after two 12 
years of becoming eligible for reimbursement:  13 
• A fixed amount, €50 per return ticket  14 
• As soon as a party receives state funding or has parliamentary 15 
representation, the EGP will reimburse a maximum of 50% of the 16 
travel costs incurred 17 

 18 
4. To apply the criteria for reimbursement more strictly, reimbursement will only be 19 

payable after prior approval of the EGP office of the amount; efforts must be made to 20 
guarantee the cheapest fare (by example through early booking) 21 

 22 
5. There is no change to rules for associate members; in principle they are not eligible to 23 

receive reimbursement, but individual requests can still be awarded. 24 
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Notes 
 

• The improved monitoring of costs and cheaper tickets will hopefully lead to the 
minimisation of costs. The own-contribution of travel costs will only come into effect 
after two years. Experience shows that new parties can benefit and are most in need of 
extra support at the beginning of their membership. However they should usually, due 
to increase of own funds, be able to contribute slightly more after the first two years. 
 

• As with all financial rules and fees, if special circumstances apply, a motivated request 
can be made to the treasurer and the Secretary General to ask for a specific solution. 

 

• After adoption at the Council the relevant articles in the EGP Rule Book will be 
adjusted. 


