
Stop FINANCING 
FOSSIL FUELS. 
FIGHT CLIMATE 

CHANGE.
INTERNATIONAL 

DIVESTMENT CONFERENCE
1 SEPTEMBER 2015 

PARIS

EUROPEANGREENS.EU/DIVESTCONFERENCE

EUROPEANGREENPARTY



Welcome !
It is a great pleasure and an honor to be able to welcome all the participants to the “Interna-
tional Divestment Conference” in Paris. We are sure it gives everybody a great deal of addi-
tional motivation to see so many people from the United States and from all around Europe, 
people with diverse backgrounds, assembling to highlight the ambition and the promise 
that have made the fossil fuel divestment movement and the green finance discourse such 
prominent and powerful actors in the global fight against climate change.

The new and strong dynamic, which this international movement is providing, is today 
needed more than ever. The dangerous consequences of climate change have been on the 
global agenda for decades. But despite successes here and there, the major 
economic and political transformations which are necessary have so far elud-
ed us. The divestment movement o� ers an opportunity of combining financial 
and economic analysis of the risks inherent in the CO2 dependency of energy 
policy worldwide, the carbon bubble risk, with the morally and environmen-
tally motivated struggle for change carried on by so many activists all around 
the globe. 

Low-carbon and carbon-free alternatives do already exist. And more of them 
are evolving by the day. Re-orienting the great financial resources that are 
currently sustaining a fossil fuel-centered economy towards the promotion of 
these alternatives would add an extremely potent new dimension to the inter-
national e� orts towards an e� ective break with the fossil fuel addiction and the 
opening of a door to a sustainable future. 

There is no future for fossil fuels – or there is no future. Economic and envi-
ronmental considerations merge in that regard. It has to be a primary concern 
for our societies and economies to facilitate and orderly transition towards sus-
tainable options. Divesting from fossils and investing into renewables and ener-
gy e� iciency technologies shi� ing from financing climate problems to financing 
climate solutions. It also means shaping a sustainable way of wealth production 
instead of pulling the rug from under our own feet economically. 

We are hopeful that Paris 2015 will be remembered in years to come as a date at which the 
international community began getting serious about fighting climate change. And we are 
convinced that the divestment movement will be a most relevant factor in that change. 

Welcome to Paris. We hope you enjoy the conference. 

 
Reinhard Bütikofer 
Member of the European Parliament 
(Greens/EFA) & Co-Chair European Green Party

Yannick Jadot
Member of the European 
Parliament (Greens/EFA) 

May Boeve
Executive Director
350.org



The organizers

The European Green Party | EGP is a transnational political party, the first political 
family to evolve from a federation to a party on the European level in 2004. Our 
members are the 46 national Green parties from all across Europe - both within 
the EU and beyond - supporting each other to strengthen Green politics across the 
continent. EGP works to give European citizens a direct say while also maintaining 
our commitment to create a common European political space. Climate change is 
one of the milestone of our struggle. Together with our Member parties we strive 
and mobilise for realistic, ambitious binding targets, active divestment from fossil 
fuels and nuclear energy on all levels, implementation of adaptation measures, re-
spect of the universal human rights in climate agreements, ending the fossil based 
economy and arriving at a renewable future. www.europeangreens.eu

The  Greens / European Free Alliance in the European Parliament is a European par-
liamentary group made up of Greens and representatives of stateless nations and 
disadvantaged minorities. It was established in July 1999, when these two progres-
sive European political families agreed to join forces in the European Parliament. 
Today it counts 50 MEPs from 17 countries and 5 regions. It is the only group with 
a gender-balanced Co-Presidency and - besides other aims - fights for a society 
respectful of fundamental human rights and environmental justice: the rights to 
self-determination, to shelter, to good health, to education, to culture, and to a high 
quality of life. www.greens-efa.eu  

350.ORG was founded by a group of university friends in the U.S. along with author 
Bill McKibben, who wrote one of the first books on global warming for the general 
public. Today, 350.org works in almost every country in the world on campaigns like 
fighting coal power plants in India, stopping the Keystone XL pipeline in the U.S, and 
divesting public institutions everywhere from fossil fuels. All of our work leverages 
people power to dismantle the influence and infrastructure of the fossil fuel indus-
try, and to develop people-centric solutions to the climate crisis. www.350.org

Practical information

Wifi  Access             Twitter            Web 
Connect to “WIFI MC”         #divestconference        europeangreens/divestconference 
and follow instructions



Program

10:30  REGISTRATION

11:00 WELCOME
 Reinhard Bütikofer* & May Boeve**
 * Member of the European Parliament & Co-Chair EGP
 ** Executive Director, 350.org

11:15 KEYNOTE SPEECH (WITH Q&A)
 Bill McKibben 
 Senior Advisor & Co-Founder, 350.org

12:00  VIDEO MESSAGES
 Achim Steiner 
 Exec. Director, UNEP & Under-Secretary-General of the UN

12:15 LUNCH 

13:15 KEYNOTE SPEECH (WITH Q&A)
 Marjan Minnesma 
 Co-Founder & Director of the Dutch NGO Urgenda

13:45 PANEL 1 
 DIVESTMENT STORIES

 May Boeve 
 Executive Director, 350.org | Panel Moderator

 Stephen Heintz
 President, Rockefeller Brothers Fund

 Rev. Hendrik Grape
 Sustainable Development Offi cer, Church of Sweden

 James Randerson
 Keep it in the Ground Campaign, The Guardian

 Marianne Marthinsen 
 Spokesperson on Finance, Arbeiderpartiet Norway 

 Julia Christian 
 Activist & Founder of SOAS University of London Fossil Free Campaign



15:15 COFFEE BREAK

15:35 DIVESTMENT DIALOGUE 
 with Olivier Rousseau
 Executive Director, Fonds de Réserve pour les Retraites /    
 French Pension Reserve Fund - Member of UNEP FI‘s    
 Portfolio Decarbonization Coalition

15:45 PANEL 2 
 PROMOTING A SUSTAINABLE FINANCIAL SYSTEM

 Dagmar Dehmer
 Journalist, Tagesspiegel | Panel Moderator

 Mark Campanale
 Founder & Executive Director
 Carbon Tracker Initiative

 Pascal Canfi n
 Co-Chair, Commission on Innovative Climate Finance    
 & former French Development Minister

 Ian Simm
 Founder & Chief Executive
 Impax Asset Management Group

 Véronique Menou
 Vice-President, ESG Research, MSCI

 Nick Robins
 Co-Director, UNEP Inquiry into the Design 
 of a Sustainable Financial System

17:00 CONCLUDING REMARKS
 Nicolas Hulot 
 Special Envoy of the French President for the 
 Protection of the Planet & President of the 
 Nicolas Hulot Foundation

17:15 CLOSING
 Yannick Jadot
 Member of the European Parliament



Bill McKibben 
... is an author and environmentalist who 
in 2014 was awarded the Right Livelihood 
Prize, sometimes called the ‘alternative 
Nobel.’ His 1989 book The End of Nature 
is regarded as the first book for a general 
audience about climate change, and has 
appeared in 24 languages; he’s gone on to 
write a dozen more books. He is a founder 

of 350.org, the first planet-wide, grassroots climate change movement, which has 
organized twenty thousand rallies around the world in every country save North 
Korea, spearheaded the resistance to the Keystone Pipeline, and launched the 
fast-growing fossil fuel divestment movement.

The Schumann Distinguished Scholar in Environmental Studies at Middlebury Col-
lege and a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, he was the 2013 
winner of the Gandhi Prize and the Thomas Merton Prize, and holds honorary de-
grees from 18 colleges and universities. Foreign Policy named him to their inaugu-
ral list of the world’s 100 most important global thinkers, and the Boston Globe said 
he was “probably America’s most important environmentalist.”

A former sta�  writer for the New Yorker, he writes frequently for a wide variety of 
publications around the world, including the New York Review of Books, National 
Geographic, and Rolling Stone. He lives in the mountains above Lake Champlain 
with his wife, the writer Sue Halpern, where he spends as much time as possible 
outdoors . In 2014, biologists honored him by naming a new species of woodland 
gnat - Megophthalmidia mckibbeni - in his honor.

Achim Steiner
... is UNEP’s Executive Director and Under-Secretary-General 
of the United Nations. The United Nations General Assembly 
in 2006 unanimously elected Mr. Achim Steiner as  Executive 
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme for 
a four-year term, and subsequently for a further four years in 
2010.  Following the decision of the 68th General Assembly of United Nations, Mr. 
Steiner’s mandate has been extended for two years up to June 2016.From March 



2009 to May 2011, he was also Director-General of the United Nations O� ice at Nai-
robi (UNON). Before joining UNEP, Mr. Steiner served as Director General of the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) from 2001 to 2006, and prior 
to that as Secretary General of the World Commission on Dams. His professional 
career has included assignments with governmental, non-governmental and inter-
national organizations in di� erent parts of the world including India, Pakistan, Ger-
many, Zimbabwe, USA, Vietnam, South Africa, Switzerland and Kenya. He worked 
both at grassroots level as well as at the highest levels of international policy-mak-
ing to address the interface between environmental sustainability, social equity 
and economic development.   Mr. Steiner serves on a number of advisory councils 
and boards including as the International Vice Chair of the China Council for Inter-
national Cooperation on Environment and Development (CCICED).  His work has 
been recognized for a number of awards such as the Tallberg Foundation’s Award 
for Principled Pragmatism and the Steiger Award for “commitment and important 
work in the protection of the planet”.  In 2009 His Serene Highness, Prince Albert of 
Monaco conferred upon Mr. Steiner the decoration of O� icer of the Order of Saint 
Charles.

Mr. Steiner, a German and Brazilian national, was born in Brazil in 1961. His edu-
cational background includes a BA from the University of Oxford as well as an MA 
from the University of London with specialization in development economics and 
policy.  He also studied at the German Development Institute in Berlin as well as the 
Harvard Business School.

Marjan Minnesma
Marjan Minnesma studied business administration, philoso-
phy and law. She worked for the Dutch government in Central 

Europe on energy e� iciency and re-
newable energy projects from Albania 
to Estonia. She has been campaigns 
director for Greenpeace Netherlands 
and worked for ten years at di� erent 
universities. Together with her co-di-
rector prof Rotmans at the Institute for Transitions at the 
Erasmus University she founded Urgenda, as an action or-
ganization to make the transitions happen. Urgenda main-
ly worked on solutions, from organizing the first collective 

“We need to make the 
transition to a 100% sustain-

able energy system in 20 
years. 2050 is too late. We 

need all solutions, including 
a court case to demand 
from the government to 

act according to their own 
minimum norm.”



buying initiative for solar panels (citizens buying 50.000 panels at once) to the in-
troduction in the Netherlands of the first electric car produced in series. However, 
as more speed was necessary, she brought the government to court together with 
almost 900 citizens to demand more action. She also wrote the report and agenda 
for the Netherlands, “100% sustainable energy in the Netherlands in 2030; It is possi-
ble, if we really want to”,  including all figures and pathways for the next fi� een years.

 

May Boeve 
... is the Executive Director of 350.org, an interna-
tional climate change campaign. 350.org‘s creative 
communications, organizing, and mass mobiliza-
tions strive to generate the sense of urgency re-
quired to tackle the climate crisis. Previously, May 
co-founded and helped lead the Step It Up 2007 
campaign, and prior to that was active in the cam-
pus climate movement while a student at Middle-
bury College. May is the co-author of Fight Global 
Warming Now. She lives in Brooklyn.

Stephen Heintz 
... is President of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. Before 
joining the RBF, he held top leadership positions in both 
the nonprofit and public sectors. Most recently, he was 
founding president of Dēmos, a public policy research 
and advocacy organization working to enhance the vital-
ity of American democracy and promote more broadly 
shared prosperity. Prior to founding Dēmos, he served 
as executive vice president and chief operating o� icer of 
the EastWest Institute (EWI), where he worked on issues 
of economic reform, civil society development, and inter-
national security. Based in Prague, Czech Republic, from 
1990 through 1997, he worked extensively throughout 
Central and Eastern Europe and the New Independent States. He devoted the first 
15 years of his career to politics and government service in the State of Connecti-
cut, where he served as commissioner of economic development and commission-



er of social welfare. In 1988, he helped dra�  and secure passage by Congress of „The 
Family Support Act,“ the first major e� ort to reform the nation‘s welfare system. He 
currently serves on the boards of the EastWest Institute, the Rockefeller Archive 

Center, and The American Prospect. He is a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations and a fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2013, and 2014 the Nonprofit Times 
named him one of the 50 most influential leaders of 
the nonprofit sector. In 2013, President Bronisław 
Komorowski of Poland granted him the O� icer’s 
Cross - Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland for 
his contributions to building civil society and demo-
cratic institutions in Poland.

 

Reverend Henrik Grape 
... is o� icer on Sustainable development Church of Sweden. 
Church of Sweden was one of the first faith communities to di-
vest totally from fossil fuels. Grape is coordinator of the environ-
mental work in Church of Sweden. Member of European Chris-
tian Environmental Network enabling team since 2005. Worked 
with World Council of Churches working group on climate change 
since 2006 and attended most of the UNFCCC climate negotiations since that and 
took part in the preparations and the implementing of the Interfaith Climate Sum-
mit in New York 2014.

 

 Dr James Randerson 
... is the Guardian‘s assistant national news editor. He has pre-
viously worked as the paper‘s online environment editor and 
science correspondent, and before that was deputy news editor 
at New Scientist magazine. He is the author of Science and Envi-
ronment Journalism: a 60 Minute Masterclass and he edited The 

Origin of Darwinism. He has a PhD in Evolutionary Genetics.

 

“Divestment is a moral imperative, 
given the threats to the planet, 

human civilization, and the larger 
community of life. It is also sound 

investment policy as fossil fuels will 
become increasingly risky invest-
ments and known reserves must 

remain in the ground.”



Marianne Marthinsen
... is a member of Labour Party (Arbeiderpartiet) Norway and 
since 2005 a member of the Norwegian Parliament (Storting) 
where she serves as a member of the Standing Committee on 
Energy and the Environment (since 2005) and as a member of 
the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic A� airs (since 
2013). From 2014 onwards she acts as the Arbeiderpartiet’s 
spokesperson on finance. Also since 2005 Marianne Marthinsen 
is a chair of the Social Democratic Association, having been a 

chair of various executive committees in local Labour Youth branches the years 
before. Before taking up her mandate she was working as an editorial assistant at 
the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation (NRK) and held positions in civil society 
organization e.g. as a deputy head of Peace Initiative (from 2005 to 2007) or as a 
board member of Attac Norway (2004 to 2005). 

On May 27, the Storting’s Finance and Economic A� airs committee, who Marianne 
Marthinsen is a member of, has laid the groundwork for a decision that would be-
come one of the biggest currently known divestments. On June 5, 2015 Norway’s 
parliament voted to pull its sovereign wealth fund—the world’s biggest—out of 
coal. Following the vote’s unanimous result, the fund is expected to sell its holdings 
in mining and power companies that generate more than 30 percent of their output 
or revenue from coal. In total this means a divestment of assets worth almost 7,000 
billion kroner (793 billion euros, $890 billion). 

Julia Christian 
... started Fossil Free SOAS, a divestment campaign at the Uni-
versity of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
a� er being inspired by Bill McKibben, Kumi Naidoo and other 
speakers at the Fossil Free Europe tour in October 2013. The Fos-
sil Free SOAS campaign quickly gathered speed, receiving unanimous support from 
the Student Union as well as a letter to SOAS management signed by 63 members 
of the faculty. A� er 18 months of campaigning, SOAS’ Governing Body committed 
in April 2015 to divest from fossil fuels, making it the third university in the UK and 
the first in London to do so. SOAS will sell all remaining coal, oil and gas stocks with-
in the next three years. It also revised its gi� s policy to deal with donations linked 
to fossil fuels-- the first university divestment decision to deal with such an issue. 



Julia completed a Masters in Environmental Law at SOAS in September 2013, and 
now campaigns for West African forest community rights at the British NGO Fern.

 

Olivier Rousseau
... was appointed as a member of the management Board of 
the FRR in November 2011. He also chairs the asset manager 
selection committee. In 1986 he joined the French Treasury in 
Paris where he held various positions (deputy head of division, 
head of division). He worked 11 years for BNP Paribas in interna-
tional banking and finance in Paris, Tokyo, London, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Sydney. He also served on the resident Board of 
directors of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in London 
and as regional economic counsellor at the French embassy in Stockholm. Olivier 
Rousseau graduated from the French National School of Administration (ENA) in 
1986. He also holds a degree in political sciences and master degrees in law and 
economics from the University of Aix-en-Provence.

 

Dagmar Dehmer
... is a politics editor at German newspaper “Tagesspiegel” since 
2001. In her writing she covers environ-
mental issues with a specific focus on 
climate change and energy transition. In 
addition to that she is reporting on devel-
opment policies and on Africa – especially 

East Africa and Nigeria. Dagmar Dehmer was awarded the German Environmental 
Media Award 2010, sponsored by German NGO “Deutsche Umwelthilfe”.

 

Mark Campanale
... is the Founder of the Carbon Tracker Initiative and conceived the 
‘unburnable carbon’ capital markets thesis. He commissioned and 
was editor of ‘Unburnable Carbon, are markets carrying a carbon 
bubble’ report. Mark is responsible for management strategy, board 
matters and developing our capital markets framework analysis. Pri-

“To save the climate, the fossil 
industries must lose their grip 
of the world.”



or to forming Carbon Tracker, Mark had twenty five years experience in sustainable 
financial markets.

Mark is a co-founder of some of the first responsible investment fund at Jupiter 
Asset Management in 1989, NPI, AMP Capital, and Henderson Global Investors. 
Mark served on the World Business Council for Sustainable Development working 
group on capital markets leading up to the 1992 Earth Summit; was a Member of 
the Steering Committee of UNEP Financial Sector Initiative (1999-2003), and con-
tinues to advise a number of investment funds including Armstrong Energy. Mark 
was a Founder Director of the UK Sustainable and Responsible Investment Forum 
(UKSIF), 1990-2006, is a member of the Advisory Council of ImpactBase.org and the 
UNEP-WRI working group on greenhouse gas emissions and the financial sector. He 
is the Treasurer of The Rainforest Foundation UK Chairman of Emerald BioEnergy. 
Mark has a BA in Politics & Economic History and an M.Sc in Agricultural Economics.

Pascal CanFin 
... worked as a journalist for the monthly magazine Alter-
natives Economiques before being elected a Member of 
the European Parliament in 2009 for Europe Ecologie – The 
Greens. At the European Parliament, Pascal Canfin sat of the 
Committee on Economic and Monetary 
A� airs and was a substitute member of 
the Committee on Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection. He was also a 
Vice Chairman of the Special Commit-

tee for the Financial, Economic and Social Crisis. 

 In 2012, Pascal Canfin was nominated by President François 
Hollande as Delegated Minister in charge of development 
with the Ministry of Foreign A� airs. Under his mandate, the 
first bill of orientation and programmation on development 
and international solidarity was adopted by the National As-
sembly at first reading. On March 31 of 2014, a� er the nomina-
tion of Manuel Valls as new Prime Minister of France, Pascal 
Canfin stepped down as Minister for Development. Since then, Pascal Canfin has 
worked as the lead advisor on international climate issues for the World Resources 
Institute, contributing to the preparation of COP21. Since the27th of February 2015, 

“Divesting from fossil fuels 
is not only an ethical issue 
but also a good financial 
decision as risk has now 
switched sides : it is not 
investing in the energy 
transition that is financial-
ly risky but rather being 
trapped with 25% of one's 
financial portfolio invested 
in the fossil fuel energy 
sector in crisis.”



Pascal Canfin has been co-chairing a new Commission on Innovative Climate Finance, 
set up by French President, François Hollande.

Ian Simm 
... is the Founder and Chief Executive of Impax 
Asset Management Group plc. Ian has been re-
sponsible for building the company since its 
launch in 1998, and continues to head the listed 
equities and real assets investment committees. 
Prior to Impax, Ian was an engagement manager 
at McKinsey & Company advising clients on re-
source e� iciency issues. In 2013 he was appoint-
ed by the Secretary of State (Senior Minister) for Business, Innovation and Skills as 
a member of the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC), the UK’s leading 

funding agency for environ-
mental science. He has a 
first class honours degree 
in physics from Cambridge 
University and a Master‘s in 
Public Administration from 
Harvard University.

Veronique Menou 
... is Head of Thematic Investing within MSCI ESG Research. Her role 
consists in developing, maintaining and enhancing methodologies for 
thematic research products including screening and indexes. She is also 
spearheading the methodology development of Custom ESG Indexes. 
Over the last few months, Ms Menou has been heavily involved in de-
veloping tools for investors willing to reduce their exposure to carbon 
risks including the development of the Low Carbon Indexes. Ms Menou 
started her career with Innovest in Paris in 2004 and then moved to Toronto where 
she was the sector leader for the healthcare industry and the project manager for 
the first Access to Medicines Index. She then joined the SRI research team at Natixis 
Asset Management in Paris where she was the lead analyst for the energy and health-

“Investors who are minded to assign a higher risk premium 
to holding fossil fuel assets are likely to consider reducing 

their holdings accordingly.  As the alternative energy sector 
develops, the opportunities for investment in diversified port-

folios of robust assets in this area are set to expand, providing 
increasing scope for investors to deploy excess capital while 

maintaining energy market exposure.”



care sectors. She was also the project manager for the first Access to Nutrition Index 
published in March 2013. Ms Menou holds a master degree in international a� airs 
from Bordeaux School of Management. During her studies she worked for one year 
in India for both a microcredit program and a development project in agriculture.

Nick Robins 
... is co-director of the UNEP Inquiry into the Design of a Sus-
tainable Financial System, a two-year initiative to advance finan-
cial policy options that more e� ectively mobilise capital for an 
inclusive, green economy.

Nick Robins has over 20 years’ experience in the policy, research 
and financial dimensions of sustainable development. Before 
joining UNEP, he was Head of the Climate Change Centre of Excel-
lence at HSBC in London from 2007 to 2014, where he produced 

investment research on issues such as clean tech growth, climate vulnerability, 
green stimulus and stranded assets. In the Thomson Extel awards for European in-
vestment research, Nick was ranked as #1 analyst for integrated climate change in 
2009, 2011, 2012 and 2013. 

Prior to HSBC, Nick was first head of SRI research and then head of SRI funds at 
Henderson Global Investors. At Henderson, he published the first ever carbon au-
dit of an investment fund and co-designed the Industries of the Future fund. Nick 
has also worked for the International Institute 
of Environment and Development, the Euro-
pean Commission’s Environment Directorate 
and was part of the original Business Council 
for Sustainable Development working on the 
Changing Course book for the 1992 Earth Sum-
mit. 

Nick has authored and edited a broad spectrum 
of books and reports, starting with his 1990 vol-
ume Managing the Environment: the Greening 
of European Business (translated as L’imperatif 
ecologique, 1992) to his 2008 Sustainable Investing: the Art of Long-Term Performance 
(co-edited with Cary Krosinsky). In addition, he has also written The Corporation that 
Changed the World: How the East India Company Shaped the Modern Multinational. 

“An unprecedented investment switch is 
required in the coming decades. 
According to the IPCC, annual invest-
ment in low-carbon energy needs to 
go up by US$1.1trn per year on aver-
age between 2010 and 2029; likewise 
investment in fossil fuel power and 
extraction needs to fall by US$530bn. 
The challenge for the financial system is 
to ensure an orderly transition.”



Nicolas Hulot
... likes to remind that “he was not born an environmen-
talist, but that he became one”. His path, strewn with dis-
coveries, experiences and encounters that led him from 
one end of the globe to the other, thanks to his TV show 
“Ushuaia Nature”, gradually shaped his vision of ecology 
and a more humanistic approach to the world. 

In 1990, he created the Nicolas Hulot Foundation for Na-
ture and Mankind to inform the public of the ecological state of the planet, and con-
vince them of the need to change their behavior. In late 2006, Nicolas Hulot o� ered 
all candidates for the French presidential election “an ecological pact” encouraging 
them to place ecological and climate issues at the heart of public action. It was 
supported by nearly 750 000 people. 

Subsequently he created a think tank, and a Do tank to enable the ecological tran-
sition of our societies within the Hulot Foundation, In December 2012, as Chairman 
of its Foundation and volunteer, he was appointed “Special Envoy of the President 
of the Republic for the protection of the planet” in order to, among other tasks, 
contribute to the preparation of COP 21.

Reinhard Butikofer
... is a Member of the European Parliament (Greens/EFA) and 
the Co-Chair of the European Green Party (EGP). He sits on 
the Committee of Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and 
is a substitute member of the Committee on Foreign A� airs 
(AFET) as well as the Sub-Committees on Security and De-
fence (SEDE) and Human Rights (DROI). He is a Member of the 
Board of Directors of the European Endowment for Democra-
cy (EED). He is Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations 
with the People’s Republic of China and a Member of the Delegation to the United 
States.

Before getting elected to the European Parliament in 2009, Mr. Bütikofer was 
the co-chair of the German Green Party Bündnis90 / Die Grünen (from 2002 until 
2008). He was the party’s Secretary General from 1998 until 2002. Prior to that 
he served as the Chair of the Greens in the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg. 

..



From 1988 until 1996 he served as a Member of the Baden-Württemberg State 
Parliament.

His engagement with the German Greens began when he was elected as a mem-
ber of the city council in Heidelberg in 1984. Besides his positions in the party 
and parliament Mr. Bütikofer is a member of the advisory board of the American 
Jewish Committee’s Ramer Center in Berlin, the Europe/Transatlantic advisory 
board of the Heinrich Böll Foundation, the German-Chinese Dialogue Forum and 
the European Green Foundation.

Yannick Jadot
... is a French environmentalist and Greens/EFA Member of 
the European Parliament since 2009. As an environmental-
ist and humanitarian, Yannick Jadot worked as campaign 
Director inside Greenpeace France where he co-ordinated 
several hard-hitting campaigns. Through his career and 
activism, he represents the 
opening of the ecological 
movement to civil society. 
Inside the European Parlia-
ment, he is Vice-President 
of the INTA Committee and 

spokesperson for the Greens/EFA group on cli-
mate. He is currently carrying out two campaigns 
: the success of the COP21 on one hand, and the 
fight against TTIP as it is currently negotiated on 
the other hand.

“Everywhere, the divestment 
campaign is expanding. Universities, 
cities, pension funds, banks, today, 
220 insitutions are involved in this 
movement, covering over 50 billions 
of assets. This incredible campaign 
succeeds to reconciile two historical 
ennemies : environment and finance, 
and it is our duty to support it to be-
come global and decentralised.”






