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Ps. Let’s talk! 
You can reach me by e-mail: oras.tynkkynen@european-
greens.eu, phone and WhatsApp: +358 50 512 1584, Mes-

senger and on Twitter and Instagram: @orastynkkynen.

Oras

I believe could contribute in four areas in particular:

Action to tackle the climate 

crisis and deliver climate 

justice – the defining 

challenge of our times.

1

Developing effective 

communications to 

support the Green 

movement.

3

Consolidating Green 

successes and helping 

member parties to deliver 

change in government.

2

Supporting weaker 

member parties in party 

building, especially in 

challenging conditions.

4

My 
story.

I got involved in activism at the 
age of 14. Together with my friends, 

I founded the organisation Vihreä 

Elämä (“Green Life”). We organised 

an anti-racist demonstration, planted 

trees, published a magazine and sold 

candles to support indigenous activ-

ists in the Amazon, for example.

I was one of the co-founders of 

Friends of the Earth Finland, serv-

ing later as a vice chair and climate 

campaigner. I travelled to the Kyoto 

climate conference by train, ship and 

bike. I served as a publications editor 

at the Service Centre for Develop-

ment Co-operation as an alternative 

to military service. I also spent the 

spring 2000 through activist ex-

change in an NGO in New Delhi.

I studied journalism at Tampere 

University, minoring in environmental 

policy. My master’s thesis analysed 

the representation of marginalised 

people in tv series. I also worked as 

a radio news reporter for the Finnish 

Broadcasting Company.

Our 
future.
I am asking for your support to be 
able to serve a second term in the 
Committee. I hope my experience 

can help the European Greens at a 

time in which both co-chairs and oth-

er Committee members change.

Greens achieved a historic victory in 

the European elections. Now we need 

to deliver. We also need to make sure 

Greens are a strong political force for 

change throughout Europe, not only in 

the North and the West.



I was elected to the Committee 
in 2015. In the Committee, my 

responsibilities have included 

geographically the Nordics, Baltics 

and Western Balkans and topically 

foreign affairs and LGBT* rights. I 

have also worked on communica-

tions and climate action.

The biggest responsibility was to 

lead the work on the European 

Greens election manifesto and 12 

priorities. The process involved all 

EU member parties and various 

stakeholders.

I first ran in 
elections at 

the age of 18.

I first ran in elections at the age 
of 18, getting elected as a dep-

uty member of the Tampere city 

council. I got elected to the Finnish 

parliament in 2004, becoming the 

youngest – and first openly gay – 

Member of Parliament. I served on 

six different committees and as a 

chair of the Green parliamentary 

group. For four years I was also a 

deputy chair of the Finnish Greens.

After 11 years in the parliament 

I stepped down voluntarily. I felt 

that it would be better both for the 

parliament and myself to get some 

change. I ran for the European Par-

liament in 2014 and got the second 

biggest number of votes out of 

Greens, ending up as a substitute 

MEP. This summer I lost the elec-

tion for the post of the environment 

and climate minister by one vote, 

29 against 28.

As an activist and Green policy 
maker, I have worked on a range 

of issues, including the econo-

my, gender equality and LGBT* 

rights, digitalisation and transport 

policy. However, throughout these 

years, my primary focus has been 

climate and energy policy.

I currently serve as a Senior 

Advisor to the Finnish Innovation 

Fund Sitra and also run my own 

company, Tyrsky Consulting. In 

both these roles my work focuses 

on climate solutions and policy.

I have broad and deep experience 

of policy and politics at the inter-

national, European, national and 

local level. As a professional com-

municator I understand effective 

political communications. Being a 

long-time activist has taught me a 

good deal about campaigning. My 

personal style tends to be direct 

and efficient, but also participato-

ry and democratic.

My Green 
history.

My issues 
and skills.

My first 
term.


