
READER – draft Manifesto + EGP priorities 

 
So what do we have here? 
Two documents presenting the Green vision for the next European parliament elections. The 
shorter 12 priorities summarise our key concrete demands. The longer Manifesto explains our 
policies and our thinking behind them at more depth. 
 
What is the process behind the documents? 
The work was launched about a year ago. Since then, we have had a reiterative process: producing 
draft text, reviewing and commenting them, producing revised drafts, reviewing and commenting 
them etc. 
 
Who has been working on the drafts? 
Two working groups (WGs) were set up. The larger, full WG provided guidance and input from 
member parties. The smaller, editorial WG contributed to drafting and reviewing text. The EGP 
Committee guided the work throughout and adopted the final drafts. Much of the drafting was 
done by the WG chair and EGP staff. 
 
What are we aiming at? 
Early on, the full WG adopted 13 principles to guide the drafting process. According to them, we 
wanted the Manifesto to be  

1. Inspiring: inspires people to vote and work for a Green election success 
2. Understandable: presents Green views in a way that is understandable to people, including 

non-native speakers and people with learning difficulties 
3. Strategic: focuses on the big Green vision, key policies and messages 
4. Truthful: makes proposals that can be implemented and promises we can keep 
5. Efficient: builds on existing Green policies and material 
6. Concise: is to the point so that as many people as possible may read it 
7. Constructive: offers positive Green solutions to the challenges of our times 
8. Concrete: focuses on issues that matter to people, rather than institutions 
9. Comprehensive: covers all key policy areas and groups of people 
10. Balanced: balances the concerns of different European regions, groups of people and 

Green perspectives 
11. Fresh: includes innovative ideas that will lead the European debate 
12. Empathic: communicates understanding the needs and wishes of different people 
13. Unifying: brings Greens together, not breaks us apart 

 
What kind of input is the Manifesto based on? 
The draft Manifesto draws on a variety of sources, including 

1. resolutions and other documents by the EGP and the GGEP 
2. discussions in the WGs and the Committee 
3. input from member parties, FYEG, GGEP, MEPs and EGP staff 
4. civil society hearing and NGO position papers 
5. reports and studies 

 
How have member parties participated? 
Member parties have had various opportunities to influence the draft throughout the process, 
especially in the full Manifesto WG, with representatives from all member parties in EU countries. 
Practically parties have had the opportunity to provide input through 

1. 4 WG meetings  
2. a written WG input process in September 
3. Party Leaders Meeting in October 
4. direct contacts (e.g. inviting to a discussion at a party event) 
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Why can’t I find anything on X? 
Looking for something in particular, but can’t find it? There may be several reasons: 

1. it is there, but in a different place – the draft tries to deal with issues holistically, so e.g. 
environmental issues are not only discussed in the sustainability chapter 

2. it is there, but in different words – as we have tried to avoid Brussels bubble jargon, the 
substance may be included just using different formulations 

3. it isn’t there for a reason – a Manifesto can’t say everything about everything so we have 
had to make difficult choices about what to include and what to leave out 

 
What should I take into account before submitting amendments? 
Member parties have the full right to make amendments to the drafts. In your hands, what is 
hopefully a good draft will become a great Manifesto, with all parties feeling they support it. 
 
There are nevertheless a couple of things to consider before submitting amendments. Please take 
into account that… 

1. …a lot of work and discussions have already gone into the draft. There is usually a reason 
why things are written the way they are. 

2. …we are trying to keep the Manifesto relatively concise. If you propose additions that would 
lengthen the text, please consider also suggesting ways to shorten it elsewhere. 

3. …we want the Manifesto to be understandable. Please avoid adding institutional or 
technical details and jargon. 

4. …we want the Manifesto to be acceptable to all member parties. You may want to consult 
Green friends in other parties to find formulations everyone can support. 

 
What happens in Berlin? 
The amendments will be discussed in compromise amendment sessions (CAS). To facilitate the 
process, we will produce a draft proposal on how to deal with each amendment for CAS 
consideration. We encourage member parties with different viewpoints to consult both before and 
during the Council in Berlin to find consensus formulations. 


