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Annex A 

	
Format of the membership report 

 
1. Party Name: Verdi Grüne Vërc 

2. Territory: South Tyrol, Italy 

3. Web address: www.verdi.bz.it 

4. Email address: info@verdi.bz.it 

5. Postal address: Via Bottai 5, I - 39100 Bolzano 

6. Phone number: 0039 0471 976299 

7. Fax number: 0039 0471 980009 

8. MEP group/delegation Web link - 

9. Logo 

 
10. Leader(s): Brigitte Foppa 

11. MPs - 

12. Senators (or equivalent) - 

13. Ministers - 

14. Local Councillors (number of): 

4 Bozen/Bolzano (1 local goverment) 

7 Meran/Merano (1 mayor, 1 vice mayor) 

3 Brixen/Bressanone 

2 Vahrn/Varna 

2 Bruneck/Brunico 

1 Leifers/Laives 

1 Ritten/Renon 

Several local ecosocial councillors close to the Green Party, with other symbols 

15. Existence of youth organisation: young greens southtyrol 

16. Number of registered members: 159 

17. Party officers: Verena Frei 

 

 

18. Leader(s) biography 

 CV Brigitte Foppa 

Brigitte is chair of the Green Party of South Tyrol since 2009 and councillor of 
South Tyrolean Landtag since 2013. Born in Montan/Montagna she graduated from 
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the Universities of Milan and Trento in German, Spanish and Scandinavian Studies 
with a thesis on literature during the Nazi occupation in South Tyrol.  

She worked in different fields: in her family hotel, as a translator, as a teacher and as 
civil servant at the Department of Further Education.  

She was parent representative on the Province School Board and was actively 
involved in different initiatives such as the Women archive of Bolzano and the 
association Mixling (parents for a multilingual culture).  

Brigitte is committed to different environmental movements and stands for gender 
equality.  

From 2010 to 2013 she was district councillor for the city of Bolzano.  

 
19. Party biography 

Verdi Grüne Vërc (VGV) in South Tyrol: A brief History  
 

The Greens (VGV) are an ecological and left-wing political party active in the 
Autonomous Province of Bolzano-South Tyrol at the northern border of Italy.  
 
VGV are a political expression of this multilingual region with its German, Italian 
and Ladin speaking population.  
 
South Tyrol, part of Italy only since 1919, is characterized by political movements 
and parties that mainly follow ethnic cleavages. VGV stand for inclusive and 
multicultural politics respecting nature and environment in one of the most 
important biospheres and habitats of the Alps.  
 
VGV were started in 1978 and are the political movement with the longest 
tradition in the Landtag after SVP (Südtiroler Volkspartei “South Tyrolean People’s Party”, 
founded in 1945).  
 
Part of the provincial section of the Federation of the Greens until recently, today 
VGV are an autonomous party, obtaining 6,8% of the votes in the last provincial 
election in 2018. 

 
VGV have their roots in the New Left and the environmental movements of the 
1970s. Founder of the movement was Alexander “Alex” Langer (1946-1995), born 
in Sterzing/Vipiteno, a charismatic bridge-builder in the Green Movement of Italy 
and Europe and MEP from 1989 until his untimely death in 1995.  
 
As Monica Frassoni, Dany Cohn-Bendit and Sepp Kusstatscher stated in 2005, 
“some of Alex’s ideas and proposals gained a consensus well beyond our political 
milieu and he is still remembered as one of the more important members of our 
institution [EP].” 
 
The Greens started competing in elections in 1978 changing designation several 
times until formally becoming a party in 1996. 
 
The last 16 years were quite successful, when in 2003 for the first time three 
councillors were elected in the regional elections with 7,9% of the votes: 
Cristina Kury (*1949) 
Sepp Kusstatscher (* 1947) 
Hans Heiss (*1952) 
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In the Europan Parliament election 2004, VGV reached their best election outcome 
so far: 13,1% of the votes in South Tyrol. Sepp Kusstatscher was sent to the 
European Parliament, replacing Reinhold Messner. 
 
When Cristina Kury decided to no longer run for office at the regional elections 
2008, the Greens won only 5,8% of the votes and lost one seat. Hans Heiss and 
Riccardo Dello Sbarba were elected. (Dello Sbarba had succeeded Kusstatscher as 
councillor in 2004, after him being elected to the EP).  
Although VGV were still in opposition, Dello Sbarba was nominated President of 
South Tyrol’s Landtag from 2006 to 2008. Alessandra Zendron, elected for VGV in 
1993, had previously held this important office from 2001 to 2003. 
 
In 2013 Italian general election, VGV decided not to join the alliance of the national 
Green party. Instead they supported Sinistra Ecologia Libertà (“Left Ecology 
Freedom”). So Florian Kronbichler became the first German-speaking South 
Tyrolean member of the Italian Parliament not belonging to the SVP. 
 
In 2013 regional election VGV obtained their best result in a regional election 
winning 8,7% of the votes (a gain of 2,9%) allowing Hans Heiss, Brigitte Foppa and 
Riccardo Dello Sbarba to enter the Landtag. 
 
In 2014 European elections, the Greens supported the left-wing electoral alliance 
L’Altra Europa con Tsipras (“The other Europe”). 
 
In 2018 regional elections VGV won 6,8% of the votes and were able to hold three 
members in the Landtag: Brigitte Foppa, Riccardo Dello Sbarba and for the first 
time Hanspeter Staffler. 
 
In the European parliament elections 2019 VGV ran with Europa Verde (“Green Europe”). 
In South Tyrol VGV reached 8,7% of the votes, but unfortunately Europa Verde were not 
able to overcome the 4% threshold, gaining only 2,3% on a national level. 
 
VGV obtain better results in larger towns and cities than in rural areas: 
• Since 2000 VGV have always been part of the coalition in the local government 

in Bozen/Bolzano. 
• In 2005 in Brixen/Bressanone, Hans Heiss led a Green Civic List, which 

obtained more than 27% of the votes. 
• In 2015 Paul Rösch was elected mayor of Meran/Merano, supported by VGV. 

 
80% of VGV voters are native German and Ladin speakers.  
Although, the Italian-speaking citizens are a strong minority of the electorate, which 
is remarkable, considering that the Italian national Greens have lost in importance 
over the past few years. 
 
VGV are a major political force in South Tyrol today, able to show their expertise in 
many fields, ranging from education, environment, autonomy politics to economy 
and energy. 
VGV are fierce supporters of South Tyrol’s autonomy, as the most adequate form of 
governance for this region, able to guarantee rights, sustainability and health. 
 
 
 


