
 
 



 
 

Respectful, multilingual, in solidarity - the Green electoral programme is based on these core values 

aiming to reach positive changes that make South Tyrol fit for the future. 

Our programme was elaborated by our candidates and emphasizes social justice, nature and 

environmental protection, solidarity within all social groups and cultural farsightedness. South Tyrol is in 

need of change and the Green Party is guarantor for sustainable changes. 

We stand against the development our region has taken under the previous and current government: 

urban sprawl, soil consumption, increasing traffic, overtourism and a largely industrialised fruit 

agriculture.  

We stand for a cosmopolitan, multilingual South Tyrol, aware of its uniqueness as an Alpine country and 

at the same time part of the world and part of Europe. We are confident that South Tyrol is more than up 

to the task. 

The Greens are an established political force, people know where this party belongs to and what it stands 

for: teamwork, transparent politics and open, democratic processes where multilingualism is not just a 

label but a way of life.  

 

The Verdi Grüne Vërc stand for the rights of humans and nature. 

The versatile beauty and the fragility of our planet inspire and urge us to work for balanced relations 

between individuals, nature, technology and economy.  

Green policies are policies of participation. 

We strive for an open, social and just society, in which all humans participate in a considerate and 

responsible way. 

We acknowledge the value of diversity and defend the right to be oneself. We collaborate with other 

forces and conduct a fair and respectful political debate. 

We use arguments and conflicts to clarify and define positions. Dialogue opens new ways. 

The multilingualism and the down-to-earth nature of South Tyrol are precious to us. 

We see a big opportunity in the interaction of different cultures. 

We cautiously observe the development of society and the changing lifestyles. We meet the new 

challenges with courage and optimism. It is our strength to spot problems early on and to find creative 

solutions. We are innovative. 

We consider ourselves part of a solidary Europe in a globalised world. 

We shape an autonomous South Tyrol as part of a democratic and ecologic Europe. We think and act 

globally. 
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South Tyrol continues to struggle with heavy traffic volume due to transit, commuting and tourist traffic, 

which leads to overcrowded city centres, unsafe school routes, noise pollution and the frequent 

exceeding of emissions limits. 

Therefore, we stand for the right to sustainable mobility, clean air, safety and noise protection.  

We are in favour of: 

1. avoidance: restrict transit, detour and individual traffic and establish South Tyrol as a place of 

short distances; increase regional economic cycles. 

2. relocating: priority for walking, cycling, public transport and carsharing-concepts. The ownership 

of a car must be avoidable at least in larger towns. 

3. clean up: clean machines and true-cost-pricing, according to the motto "who pollutes pays". 

Let us preserve the most important good of our earth: the living space. 

In order to maintain the balance between economic development and the protection of landscape 

and nature we need general awareness that the resource “soil” is limited. This is particularly true in a 

mountainous region such as South Tyrol, where only a small percentage of the territory can be 

cultivated. Dealing with this resource in a sustainable way means limiting soil consumption - for 

example by using already built-up areas. 

We are in favour of:  

1. limiting both land consumption and soil sealing. 

2. concentrating construction activities in order to avoid further urban sprawl. 

3. establishing clear rules, without exceptions, to achieve the goal of "zero soil consumption" by 

2050. 

The current economic system is based on the production of surplus value and thus on the 

exploitation of the workforce as well as of nature. In this economic system, which can only function 

with permanent growth, there is little room left for a real green economy. But the small possibilities 

to circumvent the maxim of profit exist: We are relying on the non-commercialised freedoms that we 

must seek again and again.  

The primary economic objective must be the welfare of the general public.  
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"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” ("Our common future", 

World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987). 

We are in favour of: 

1. a radical reduction of plastic materials and packaging. 

2. the creation and promotion of places without pressure to consume. 

3. improving sustainable lifestyles through community building. Well-known examples are 

community gardens and organized neighbourhood assistance. 

 

The greenest energy is the one that is not consumed. 

Climate change is hitting the Alpine regions hard: glaciers are receding, artificial snowmaking is 

increasing, and extreme weather conditions are becoming more frequent. The climate plan "Energie-

Südtirol 2050", adopted by the provincial government, provides for concrete measures and sets clear 

climate targets: drastic reduction of energy consumption and reduction of CO2 emissions to below 

1.5 tonnes per capita and year as well as coverage of at least 90% of energy demand with renewable 

energy by 2050. 

Meanwhile, however, South Tyrol is consuming more and more energy for mobility, tourism, 

construction, agriculture and industry. Climate policy means reducing energy consumption per 

inhabitant, because also the excessive exploitation of renewable energy sources has negative effects 

on the ecosystem (e.g. on the quality of rivers). 

We are in favour of: 

1. energy saving, 

2. energy efficiency, 

3. energy from renewable sources. 

 

Animals are living beings with feelings and needs. Today we live in the contradictory situation that 

some animals are treated like best friends while others are tortured to death in animal experiments. 

We are convinced that all animals have a right to a dignified and species-appropriate life and we 

stand up for those who have no voice.  

We are in favour of: 

1. binding public funds to species-appropriate animal husbandry.  

2. a severe monitoring and prohibition of tormenting animal transports through South Tyrol. 
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Nature and landscape must be protected. Therefore, human activities must be designed and planned 

in accordance with this important objective. 

In recent years, South Tyrol has seen an increase in the exploitation and alteration of its landscape 

and animal habitats. This trend must be stopped. Committees, institutions and associations that deal 

with this topic must be strengthened and involved in fundamental decisions. The concept of 

sustainability, where ecology, economy and social issues are in accordance, must lead to a paradigm 

shift and political decisions should lead to a promising and sustainable future. 

We are in favour of: 

1. prioritizing nature and landscape protection. They must not be sacrificed to other interests 

(tourism, etc.). 

2. respecting expert knowledge. For major projects experts' reports must be considered by 

political decision-makers and should not be ignored or diluted. 

3. the concept “planning helps protecting”. The various planning instruments (water use plan, 

ski slope plan, etc.) and nature conservation categories (nature park, national park, etc.) 

should serve to limit land use in a meaningful way and should not be constantly extended by 

various exceptions and adaptations. 

4. giving soil protection a higher priority. 
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Living in dignity as a fundamental right for all. 

Within the last 50 years South Tyrol has risen from a rural area to a prosperous region. 

Unfortunately, this prosperity is denied to some social classes. A strong welfare state is the best 

guarantee for peaceful coexistence. South Tyrol has important social responsibilities due to its 

autonomy statute. 

We are in favour of: 

1. combining positive approaches of our northern neighbours (e.g. guaranteed minimum 

income, care security) with positive elements of the Italian tradition (e.g. public school and 

health system). 

2. financing basic needs by basic security systems through taxes. 

3. promoting self-help and solidarity. 

Diversity and our differences as human beings are central values for the Greens. All people are 

different, and every human being is valuable. We are convinced that people with disabilities can 

develop abilities that others do not develop or develop less. Therefore, we can all learn from each 

other. Interaction should not be based on compassion, but on respect. It is our social duty to adapt 

the framework conditions to the needs of all people to enable encounters at eye level.  

We are in favour of: 

1. a barrier-free South Tyrol to ensure freedom of movement in public spaces. 

2. more investments in accompanying people with special needs. 

3. information for parents who expect a child with special needs. 

In the lives of all of us, our job has a high priority. It is realization, identification and earning a living at 

the same time. On the South Tyrolean labour market, however, we observe an increase in precarious 

employment relationships, as well as rising numbers of ‘working poor’. 

We are in favour of:  

1. sound labour should create meaning, bring joy and make a dignified life possible. Therefore, 

we demand not just “any” job, but sound labour. 

2. South Tyrol becoming one of the most attractive working locations in Europe, in terms of the 

quality of working conditions. 
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3. the next multi-annual plan for employment policy focusing on the quality of employment 

relationships, working conditions and economic compensation. 

Families in South Tyrol have changed over the last decades. The spectrum ranges from traditional 

families, patchwork families and single parents to same-sex partnerships with or without children.  

We are in favour of: 

1. reconciliation of work and family life. 

2. valuing time for care, support, education and relationship. 

3. prosperity through the reduction of the main expense factor housing. 

A healthy, self-determined life for everyone. 

Therefore, we need preventive measures such as sufficient exercise and a healthy diet for everyone, 

as well as competent medical and nursing advice, support and care with a holistic view of the human 

being. The concerns of a healthy and self-determined life permeate all areas of life and consequently 

politics: economy, transport, work, education, culture, social relations, leisure and nature are areas in 

which the concerns of health promotion and prevention must be firmly anchored.  

We are in favour of: 

1. putting people at the heart of the health system and strengthening personal responsibility 

and participation. 

2. focusing on the increasing number of chronic and mental illnesses.  

3. promoting the preventive and general medical approach. 

The long-term goal of tax policy and social policy is a fair distribution of wealth. To this end, taxes 

must be aligned throughout the EU and the polluter-pays principle must be given greater weight in 

tax and tariff policy. All legal possibilities must be exploited in order to distribute the taxes more 

equitably. In general, the tax burden on labour income must be reduced. 

We are in favour of: 

1. urging the Italian government to reintroduce inheritance tax and to raise wealth tax. We also 

support the taxation of financial transactions. 

2. establishing more efficient controls at various levels (local, state, country) to prevent tax 

evasion and capital flight. 
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For a fair, sensible and reasoned public housing policy. 

Excessively high rents on the private housing market are a major factor in the increasing 

impoverishment of many families in South Tyrol.  

Rents are exorbitant, and real estate square meter prices are far above the European average. 

Moreover, tourism is a burden on the South Tyrolean housing market. 

We are in favour of: 

1. avoiding vacancies and raising taxes on vacant properties.  

2. creating access to affordable housing for everyone. Fighting excessive rents by establishing 

rent control on the private housing market. 

3. expanding social housing to cover the resulting demand. 

Too much exploitation has already happened. 

Our prosperity is directly linked to the exploitation of other countries. Over 68 million people are 

forced to leave their homes because they are fleeing wars, natural disasters, emergencies, 

exploitation or extreme poverty. Only a small percentage of these people survive the long and 

dangerous journey and reach Europe. It has always been a Green priority to welcome these people 

and to face global challenges and opportunities by fighting the causes of poverty with innovative 

models.  

We are in favour of: 

1. a commonly shared European asylum policy with a fair division of responsibilities. 

2. reforming the current immigration law to ensure regular residence and inclusion in the areas 

of work, housing and social life of non-EU citizens. 

3. fair trade, elimination of international free trade agreements, a policy of sustainable 

cooperation. The resources of the southern countries of the world belong to the southern 

countries of the world. 

4. Humanitarian corridors for people fleeing war, hunger or climate catastrophes. 
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The Green party stands for a local and sustainable economy that serves the people. 

The economic system prevailing today is increasingly revealing its downsides (growing inequalities 

between rich and poor, relative poverty, resource consumption, mass transport). The aim of 

economic activity should be to meet the needs of people, not to maximise profits in an uncontrolled 

manner. Green economy is not about competition and rivalry, but about participation and solidarity. 

We are in favour of:  

1. thinking qualitative instead of quantitative. Regional cycles must be favoured in order to 

achieve a policy of worldwide minimum standards and emissions levels. 

2. greater separation between business and politics. 

3. abolition of export subsidies to revitalise and strengthen regional cycles.  

4. including ecological, social and digital standards in public funds to support responsible local 

suppliers who guarantee good working conditions.  

For the right to sustainable agriculture without pesticides, for animal welfare and for a future for our 

local farms. 

Agriculture in South Tyrol is highly specialised and export-oriented, with 95% of agricultural 

production in the dairy, apple and wine sectors. This has led to the creation of monocultures all over 

the country. The use of pesticides, hail nets and high-performance trees in orcharding and massive 

use of concentrated feed in animal feeding are evidences of this. 

We are in favour of: 

1. greening of agriculture by using subsidies for small mountain farms, for regional cycles, for 

animal welfare and for alternative plant protection without chemical-synthetic pesticides. 

2. ending the use of pesticides by 2030 and a strict application and control of distance and drift 

regulations to achieve residue-free food. 

3. regional production cycles by promoting and demanding networking between agricultural 

production and trade. 
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The limits of tourism growth have been reached. We are on the edge of Overtourism. 

Tourism has been and still is experiencing a strong growth. It is a major job engine and has 

significantly supported South Tyrol's economy during the financial and economic crisis. Despite all 

the positive signs, growing risks are emerging: increase in mobility and traffic, resource consumption, 

light pollution, waste. In addition, there is a general rise in prices and the risk of impending housing 

vacancies and price dumping. Some family businesses are being squeezed out, and the formation of 

corporations begins. South Tyrol's tourism industry has reached a stage that requires reflection on its 

future development. 

We are in favour of: 

1. self-restraint growth: limit the building of new hotels.  

2. giving priority to the protection of South Tyrol's nature, biodiversity and landscape.  

3. a change of direction: promote year-round tourism and launch the Klimaland South Tyrol as a 

quality tourism brand. 
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South Tyrol is the most autonomous region in Europe. But how European is our autonomy? Instead 

of openness and despite the presence of several language groups and increased immigration, a 

greater degree of regionalism is detectable. 

The traditional, long-standing neglect of systematic exchange, enriching contacts and successful 

experiences has left its mark. 

The danger of a rising, resurgent nationalism in the country is clearly emerging. We must significantly 

strengthen our efforts to achieve a common territorial identity. 

We are in favour of: 

1. a modern, European autonomy based on a multilingual society. 

2. a peaceful living together and positive exchange between all language groups, not just the 

three "traditional" ones (German, Italian, Ladin). 

3. adapting the Statute of Autonomy to current realities and those of the future. 

South Tyrol can and must show openness. 

South Tyrol and its multi-lingual and multi-cultural structure has an exemplary character far beyond 

the borders of the country. That is an asset, but also a responsibility. Preserving and strengthening 

multilingualism and multiculturalism are today more important than ever: South Tyrol can dare to be 

bold on this field. 

However, there is room for improvement in terms of democratic policy, especially in rural areas. A 

society is only truly democratic if everyone is guaranteed full and equal participation in the decision-

making process.  

We are in favour of: 

1. direct democracy both on county- and community level.  

2. an autonomy for everyone, including new immigrants and people with different linguistic 

backgrounds. 

3. a dynamic democracy: the methods for shaping and exercising our democracy must be 

variable and transparent. 
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Together instead of side by side. 

Culture and education still go their separate ways in South Tyrol. Despite a multilingual reality, 

schools, cultural clubs and sports clubs are still divided by language groups. Therefore, language 

groups in South Tyrol still tend to live side by side rather than together. Multilingualism and joint 

projects at all levels are the prerequisites for living together in solidarity and respect. 

We are in favour of: 

1. multilingual schools and kindergartens as an additional offer.  

2. creating linguistic and cultural encounters at all levels through the implementation of cultural 

and sporting events as well as the joint use of existing infrastructures.  

Citizenship is the best form of integration. 

Multilingualism and multiculturalism are South Tyrol's great treasures. People who come to our 

country from all over the world are an enrichment. This great diversity brings change and renewal for 

an open and peaceful South Tyrol that must cope with global challenges.  

We are in favour of: 

1. Ius soli: Children who were either born in Italy or came to Italy at an early age must be able 

to obtain Italian citizenship. Young people are our future. 

2. active participation to the same extent for everyone living in South Tyrol. 

3. creating networks to strengthen cooperation between social services, youth centres, 

associations and schools for a genuine inclusion of young migrants.  
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Equal opportunity means sustainability.  

Equal opportunities show the sustainability of a modern and enlightened society that recognises and 

values the uniqueness of the individual as well as human diversity. It is one of its noblest tasks to 

promote all people living in it as full-fledged and valuable members and to support them in the free 

organization of their life as well as the free exercise of their rights. Fixed gender roles cannot only 

cause sexism and violence but also social isolation and poverty. The Green Women are committed to 

Europe. 

We are in favour of: 

1. participation: self-confident and equal political, social and societal participation for 

everybody. 

2. actively fighting sexism: Programmes, framework conditions and structures are needed to 

eradicate discrimination and sexism in all its forms and manifestations. 

Questions about sexual orientation and gender identities are never a purely private matter. 

An open society based on solidarity appreciates diversity and promotes self-determination, even in 

the context of sexuality and gender. Rigid gender roles and normative categorisations and hierarchies 

must be questioned and seen in their interweaving with other personality traits and attributions. The 

recent positive changes on a legal and cultural level must be continued and implemented for the 

benefit of all.  

We are in favour of: 

1. speaking out: Politics in South Tyrol must address issues concerning the social handling of 

sexuality and gender, especially where people suffer from social taboos and discrimination. 

2. sensitising: Promote awareness of sexual and gender diversity through targeted measures in 

the field of education and culture. 

3. getting involved: Politicians must actively campaign for the rights of LGBTIQA people and the 

organisation of a South Tyrol-Prides. 

4. establishing an anti-discrimination law that explicitly deals with discrimination based on 

sexual orientation and gender identity. Establishment of an anti-discrimination office already 

provided for by law. 
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For a democratic, joyful, lifelong learning. 

Education is a concept that is increasingly moving out of schools towards a transdisciplinary social 

task: One learns from the first to the last day of one's life. Still, a large part of education takes place 

in institutions, especially kindergartens, schools and universities. The educational world of South 

Tyrol is characterised by innovative approaches, especially in kindergarten, professional and adult 

education, where the local government has most of the competences. School, on the other hand, 

shows clear signs of overload: class sizes, precarious job situations, migration, pressure to perform 

are just some of the problem factors schools often have to cope with on their own. 

We are in favour of: 

1. relieving the burden for everyday life at school with fewer reforms and more support for 

schools. 

2. full recognition for extra-curricular educational institutions and better networking among 

themselves and with schools. 

3. democratic processes: School and education need a voice, joint decision-making and shared 

responsibility - and inclusion. Give representatives of school and education a voice and 

include them in the decision making. 

For free, open and future-oriented cultural spaces. 

Culture and art enjoy a high status in South Tyrol and have reached a high standard. Nevertheless, 

they require increased professionalisation and long-term perspectives, whether in folk culture, 

theatre, literature or the fine arts. Facilities and institutions should be allowed to free themselves 

from paternalism and self-censorship and rely on their intercultural potential. 

We are in favour of: 

1. encouraging and supporting a lively dialogue between past, present and future.  

2. connecting: Culture is fundamental for South Tyrol's connection between the German and 

Italian linguistic and cultural areas. 

3. diversity: strengthen the networking of cultural initiatives and projects and enable them to 

work professionally and across language groups. 

4. more support of youth culture through initiatives, de-bureaucratisation in the organisation of 

events, promotion instead of hindering nightlife.   
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For digital civil rights. 

Digitalisation and the spread of the Internet bear a great potential for freedom. Our goal is an 

economic and digital development that protects future generations and respects human dignity. 

We support the "Manifesto for Digital Sustainability in South Tyrol" as a platform for all people in the 

country who want to follow the path of digital sustainability in their cultural and social environment, 

at work and as entrepreneurs. 

We stand for strong digital civil rights and against surveillance and monopolies that threaten our 

fundamental and civil rights in business and administration.  

We are in favour of: 

1. a digital society: promoting ethical reflection in schools to address important issues of 

digitalisation in the world of work. 

2. digital self-defence: educating and inform the population about digitalisation, data 

monopolies, protection of privacy and cyberbullying. 

3. handling citizen data safely: Data protection towards citizens and transparency in data 

retention at schools, in health services and in public administration. 

 

 


