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Saraswati Matthieu has held multiple positions 
within the Flemish Green party Groen, on youth, local, national 
and European level. She is the former chief of the general politics 
team at the cabinet of Brussels Mobility Minister Bruno De Lille. 
Sara has built expertise in fields such as environment, mobility, 
energy and economics. She is a city councilor in Ghent, where 

Greens are part of the majority. Since 2012 she is a member of the European Green 
Party Committee.

Lot van Hooijdonk is Vice-Mayor of mobility 
and sustainability in the Dutch city of Utrecht. This is a medieval 
town in the center of the country, with the biggest railway station 
and extensive bike traffic in the Netherlands. She is historian 
and previously worked for the Ministry of transport and water 
management. Ms. van Hooijdonk was member of several green 

NGOs on the local level. 

Otso Kivekäs is a city councillor of Helsinki and 
leader of the Green group in the council. He is also a Chairperson 
of the IT Department of the Helsinki City Board and a Chairperson 
of the Science and Technology Greens association Viite. Kivekäs 
works as a software architect. He is also an active blogger and 
a well-known cycling enthusiast. 



Jens Mandrup is 38 years old, member of the 
Socialist People’s Party (SF, Denmark) for the last 20 years. 
Currently he is the chairman of the Environmental and Traffic 
Committee at the Capital Region of Denmark and Member of 
the Board of Directors at Movia, the Regional Public Transport 
Authority. Formerly he was the Chairman of SF Copenhagen 

from 2010 to 2013.

Filip Watteeuw holds a Master in Spatial Planning 
and Regional Development from the Catholic University of Leuven 
and a Master in Criminological Sciences from the University of 
Ghent. He was lector at the ‘Arteveldehogeschool’ in Ghent, until 
2009. Since 2001 Mr. Watteeuw is councilor in Ghent. From 2002 
until 2009, he was chairman of the Groen! fraction of the local 

government in Ghent.  After that, from 2009 on, he was chairman of the Groen! 
fraction in the Flemish Parliament. Since October 2012, Filip Watteeuw is Alderman 
of Mobility and Public Works in Ghent.
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