
For the delegates of the EGP Spring Council in Utrecht

Application to the Global Greens Coordination

Dear friends,

With this letter, I humbly ask for your support for a second term as an EGP representative to the Global
Greens Coordination. After three years of work for a stronger global green presence and better cooperation
between continents and country borders, I still feel committed and motivated to go on with the task.

When I first applied to become a member of the Coordination, I was certain that we need even stronger
global Green networking and cooperation. I still believe this. While bringing together Greens from all over the
world to define common priorities and solve practical obstacles of coordination is by no means an easy task
it has been an extremely interesting one. I have learned a lot but I am also confident to say that I have
contributed a lot.

During my three years in the Coordination, I have worked mainly on three things: fundraising, the Women’s
Network, and cooperation with the Global Young Greens. In fundraising, I helped to launch the Friends of the
Global Greens or FROGG campaign, to involve individuals as donors. I supported the Women’s Network,
established in the last Global Greens Congress in Dakar in 2012, to become alive and exist not only on
paper. Now the network has regular meetings and is planning activities for the Liverpool Congress. As a
former active in the Global Young Greens, I have been happy to serve as a liaison between the
organisations, and for the last year, I was the convenor of a group defining the role of GYG within the Global
Greens. I am glad to have received some very positive feedback for my involvement.

As a member of the Coordination, my goal has been to support the Global Greens to strengthen itself as an
organisation and to become more professional, but also to enhance the role of the EGP within the Global
Greens. As the strongest and best-functioning Federation, I believe that EGP has, or could have, a special
role in the future of the Global Greens. To fulfil this role, I have sought to enhance communication and
coordination with the EGP, and I would like to continue this work in the Coordination.

During the last short year before the joint EGP and Global Greens Congress, and during the Congress itself,
I hope to work together with you to define our vision for the Global Greens. In a year, we have a chance to
define and decide the makings of the Global Greens for the years to come. After three years in the
Coordination, I still believe that the Global Greens is and will be a critical network for the global cooperation
of the Greens. I hope to see Europeans strongly involved in constructing the future of the Global Greens.

As an environmental movement, working with a topic which knows no borders of nations or continents, the
Greens need to work globally, sharing experiences and best practices and mutually supporting each other.
As the political climate in Europe grows more and more hostile towards Green ideals, a joint Congress with
Green parties from all continents could play a turning point in the history of European Green movement. I
believe it has a huge potential to revive and relaunch Greens as a viable option for extremism and populism
in Europe. I would be honoured to be able to play a small role in the making of this story.

Yours sincerely,

Merja Kähkönen


