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Subject: GREEN PARTY, BULGARIA

Date: 30 July 2019 at 19:29
To: ann.verheyen@europeangreens.eu

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Herewith, we inform you that we have decided to quit membership in the European Green Party, of which we are a founding member since
2004, as well as of its previous structures since 1991. Below, we briefly state the reasons for our decision. In short, our decision is based on
systematic, neglect of our numerous letters we have been sending you over the years, therefore making us doubt that any principled arguments
may change anything!

The reason for our leave is the style of work of the leadership of the EGP, which, at least in our country, is based on personal, petty and
conjuncture considerations, neglecting principles both in purely human terms and in political action.

The first time we encountered this specific behavior was the visit of the European Greens representatives in Bulgaria, led by Daniel Cohn-
Bendit, in 2006. Upon a ten-minute meeting with us, during which Mr. Cohn-Benditdid not relate to any of the issues, he went to a large
preparatory meeting aimed at the founding of an alternative Green Party, called the Green Alliance. Naturally, we were not informed but
learned details about this fact later.However, if Mr.Cohn-Bendithad tried to gather preliminary information, he would have learned that this
structure is based on people with a vibrant criminal background. For this reason, perhaps, the structure in question did not evolve, despite Mr.
Cohn-Bendit's support, and we remained with the "pleasure" of wondering how to explain to the media and beat the impression that he have an
eventual affinity for the criminal contingent, as well as of answering delicate questions about his sexual preferences.

We can only speculate on the reasons and attitude of negligence by the EGP leadership towards the Green Party in Bulgaria. This may
probably be our position towards the gradual and balanced abandonment of nuclear energy, expressed as early as 1999, something that clearly
did not appeal to populists who believed and still felt that they could exercise control at the expense of the Bulgarian people.The shock closure
of nuclear power, which at that time accounted for nearly 50% of the country's energy production, would have led to an economic collapse and
overload of coal-fired power plants along with a corresponding dramatic jump in air pollution. We should probably add to this the sharp,
critical but completely fair reaction to theunreasonable(putting it mildly) declaration of EP Greens (Milan Horacek, Els de Groenn) in 2006 on
the National issue in Bulgaria - an issue that is extremely delicate and explosive in the Balkans! The very fact that it was "launched" without
any consultation with us speaks to the irresponsibility of her authors. Thank goodness, it was rejected by the European Parliament's Committee
but for us still remained the "pleasure" of taking the brunt in the storm of resentment that had risen in the country.

As already mentioned, we did not receive any formal reaction to our positions, but we did feel some informal punitive action by EGP. For one
reason or another, our invitations to high-ranking European Greens to attend our major events were rejected, and at the same time, an
unspoken campaign to discredit us began. This campaign was launched after the establishment in 2008 of the so-called Political Party of the
Greens, now renamed to Green Movement.

Our Green Party was the first newly formed party at the beginning of the democratic changes in Bulgaria in 1989. Part of its leadership and
activists were dissidents during the Communist regime and were active participants in the turbulent political and social changes in the country.
However, we have never (even under Communism!) been subjected to such campaigns of absolutely groundless and malicious slander, which
the leadership of PP the Greens began against us even before the party itself was established.Moreover, with the clear approval and covert
support of the EGP! After every portion of defamation on the part of the Greens, the management of the EGP requested from us all kinds of
written explanations, documents, on-the-spot checks to prove the opposite. As the rationale behind the insinuations of the PP Greens became
apparent, instead of sanctioning them, or at least insisting on an apology, a new batch of lies and slander followed, and the process was re-
started.

The situation became so unbearable that October 14th, 2012 the Green Party submitted a proposal to the EGP Committee that the PP Greens
should be excluded as observers from the EGP. In turn, the EGP management made every effort to prevent this proposal from being formally
considered. Moreover, a little later, the PP Greens were rewarded with full EGP membership! Obviously, the moral outlook of these people, as
well as their political convictions in the social and economic spheres, made no difference to EGP.And as far as the political views of the PP
Greens are concerned, beyond their showy ecology, they are far to the Right of the Center, which is also evident from their constant coalitions
with parties on this spectrum. As an example, in the 2019 European Parliament elections, they participated in the Democratic Bulgaria
Coalition, which brought in the EP one representative: the vice chairof DSB (Democrats for Strong Bulgaria)RadanKanev. The latter naturally
joined the EPP (European People's Party) Group.

The highlight of the campaign against the Green Party was reached at the arrival of Mr. Reinhard Butikoferin July 2013, the occasion being the
forthcoming EP elections. At the meeting with him, we were told directly, rudely, and with an edifying tone that the Green Party was an
obstacle to the expected successful development of the PP Greens. What was astonishing and startling in this position was not so muchMr.
Butikoferspolitical naiveté and his obvious disorientation about the situation in the country in which he arrived.Obviously, he had believed the
lies of the PP Greens about the expected "gigantic" success in the upcoming elections in Bulgaria. In fact, they got a little more than 0.5%,
with the required over 6% to get anMEP! The most repulsive was the willingness of an EGP leader to not just support people with manifestly
immoral behavior and, to put it mildly, controversial political orientation in the name of an ephemeral result. Moreover, for the sake of this
purpose, he was ready to trample on any human moral principles of relationship that must necessarily exist within an organization of like-
minded people, such as the EGP should be.

 

All this long-standing style of behavior of the leadership of the EGP, a style that obviously does not undergo any significant changes, but is
rather degrading, has taken us to our disinterest in the activities of this European Party and the logical decision to leave it.
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