
Dear member organizations, dear delegates, 
 
In this letter I would like to present to you my interest and motivation for the position in 
the Global Greens Coordination. My desire to become part of the Global Greens 
Coordination is threefold: 
 
1) I would love to contribute with my long term engagement and expertise in the field of 
human rights and social affairs into the Global Greens community. In particular, I can help 
to apply human rights-based and inclusion-oriented approaches and perspectives to 
the work of the GGC; 
 
2) I would love to contribute with my organizational, coordination and leadership skills and 
competencies which I believe to be a valuable asset for the upcoming Global & 
European Greens Congress in 2017; 
 
3) I would love to emphasize current youth issues and challenges in the globalized world. 
More specifically I want to tackle the rise of radicalization to violence and violent 
extremism amongst youth as well as social and environmental challenges. Thanks to my 
CEE experience, I am in a position to achieve this task. 
 
-- 
 
I joined Strana zelených - the Czech Green Party in 2002 when I was 18. Since then I have 
been interested and involved in youth politics through Czech Young Greens, FYEG 
and Global Young Greens. Till today, even though I am not the youngest one already, I 
believe that youth engagement and participation is a key factor of any kind of positive future 
development. Two years ago Ban Ki-Moon visited Prague where he said that he is 
“focused on activating the real drivers of change in today's world. That starts with ensuring 
equality for women and empowerment of young people. Young people, in particular, have 
the power to transform the world.” One year later UN Security Council unanimously 
adopted historical first ever resolution on youth, peace and security (resolution 2250). 
The resolution urges greater representation by young people in the prevention and 
resolution of conflict amid “the rise of radicalization to violence and violent extremism 
amongst youth, which can be conducive to terrorism” as well as a need of more 
inclusive governance for youth in the world. 
 
Global Greens should not stay apart. Greens have always promoted, protected and 
fulfilled youth policies and rights. The Global & European Greens Congress is an 
opportunity to move further again, to design and implement new universal tools and 
measures addressing current challenges and needs into our structures and political 
approaches in general. Above that, I believe Greens can be leading progressive force in 
youth politics. Current rise of violent extremism amongst youth should encourage the 
community to promptly offer inclusive and participatory political solutions which I 
would like to be part of. 
 
I would like to contribute within the GG' political framework to strengthen actions and 
policies towards equality and non-discrimination. In particular, I would like to focus on six 
individual points (3, 4, 7, 10, 11, 16) of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and 



Targets. In 2014 almost 60 mill. people were forcibly displaced from their homes around the 
world. Last year more again. In my opinion, Greens around the globe have to combat 
emphatically the current discourse which still makes foreign people a threat for 
peaceful coexistence in human society. Therefore, I want to stress my attention 
towards inclusive measures and actions to address the issue when applicants must 
face hard-line, one-sided integration in a new country. 
 
Nevertheless, the challenge cannot be just a number of people, but rather number and 
the quality level of smartly targeted measures and actions, and politics in general which 
need to contribute to the concept of free and equal human beings. Yes, it is precisely our 
universality what makes Green ideology progressive and sustainable 
comprehensively. It is precisely “Think globally, act locally,” respectively, “Think and act 
globally and locally”, what makes us to be able to address current political issues anywhere 
in the world. And so Greens seems to me the only ones able to react and respond to 
current political challenges, or if not only ones, they are elate part of broader people’s 
movements. 
 
For this position, I believe, I meet all necessary qualifications and competencies due to my 
previous professional and volunteer engagement. I have been working in the field of 
human rights and social affairs for ten years, and on  all levels. Starting from the 
grassroots civil and activist engagement via governmental level up to the international UN 
level. I am excellent in team coordination, organization and leadership. I have wide 
experience with event organization and coordination. I know how to  design, lead and 
evaluate an international project effectively. I have got experience with the preparation 
and organization of international conferences, study sessions, seminars and international 
exchanges. Most of them were under the Czech Young Greens and FYEG, but others e.g. 
under the umbrella of Czech Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, OHCHR or even a movie 
production company. Just one week after this EGP Council, FYEG is going to have its own 
General Assembly 2016 together with annual international Spring Conference. For the first 
time the GA’s going to be in the Czech Republic. It is going to be the biggest green 
international event in Czech ever. And I am proud member of the preparatory team. 
 
More specifically, my fields of expertise are minority rights, the right to education, 
freedom of religion and belief and right to adequate housing on one side and social 
services and streetworking on the other. For seven years, I have been working in 
organisations directly addressing Roma issues, in the Czech Republic, as well as abroad. 
Having worked on cases involving multiple discrimination, I have valuable knowledge and 
experience also in the field of rights of LGBTQ+ persons, women, people with disabilities, 
refugees. 
 
In my work I use human rights-based approach;  emphasizing on equal opportunities and 
conditions, fundamentally given by the international HR standards and dignity. At the same 
time, I apply environmental approach too. Thus, politically, I got close to environmental 
justice, even though, this political concept is better known in the Americas. In other words, I 
believe in the concept of inclusive environment as integrated and indivisible part of our 
sustainable future on this planet. Currently I am working as policy adviser in the area of 
right to adequate housing and social housing in one of Prague’s districts, tackling social 
and environmental challenges on a local level. 



 
Dear member organizations, dear delegates, 
 
I believe I have gained various useful and practical skills and competencies to be dearly 
valuable asset during all preparation for such a big event as the Global & European Greens 
Congress will be, as well as valuable asset for future political work of the Global Greens 
Coordination. 
 
Thank you for considering my application, 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Josef Šmída 


