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Annual Report 2015 
 
This annual report is provided on the basis of the provisions for the Finance Advisory Board 
in the EGP Statutes and Rule Book. 
 
1. Accounts 2015 
As usual, we were kept informed of the progress made during the process of finalising the 
accounts and auditing. This year, EGP faced an unusual situation in that the auditors applied 
new rules and requirements which had been changed in the course of the 2015 accounting 
period. In particular, this led to two major changes: 1) Some of the orders placed towards the 
end of the year had to be booked differently or could not be booked in 2015 but only became 
effective in the accounts in 2016. This contributed to the substantial carry-over from 2015, 
which, however, does not constitute additional financial resources but represents costs 
already incurred by placing specific orders. 2) Most of the contributions in kind were not 
accepted and the additional requirements for documentation could not be met in retrospect 
and at very short notice. 
 
After the necessary changes related to the above had been incorporated in the accounts, the 
auditors did not raise further material issues regarding the 2015 accounts. 
 
In 2015 the EGP did not receive the maximum possible grant from the European Parliament 
(-37,000 €) because of a lack of own resources required to cover 15% of the total eligible 
expenditure. Own resources mainly consist of membership fees and registration fees. To 
avoid such loss of income in the future (both in own resources and the resulting additional 
income from the EP grant), it will be necessary to apply financial discipline in both areas. 
Donations were very low in 2015; extra income from donations could not be raised easily 
without putting resources into fundraising efforts. It will be absolutely necessary to ensure 
sufficient income from own resources in order to be eligible for the maximum grant from the 
EP, and thereby to achieve more financial stability for the EGP. 
 
Another aspect of ensuring financial stability is the need to comply with the new requirements 
for contributions in kind. This concerns in particular the documentation of staff/volunteer time 
and salaries/payments. The ability to provide proof of such contributions has to be taken into 
account when negotiating joint activities with member parties. 
 
Finally, special thanks are due to the office for reviewing and renegotiating various service 
contracts, which have led to ongoing efficiency savings on charges and maintenance costs 
for the office. 
 
Recommendation:  
We recommend to Council to formally approve the 2015 accounts. 
 
 
2. Budget 2016 
A budget is the expression of an organisation’s priorities. As outlined in the adopted activity 
plan, the EGP is planning a very ambitious schedule of events and conferences in 2016 as 
well as activities in the major divestment campaign, and is preparing the joint Global & 



European Greens’ Congress in Liverpool in early 2017. This does not only require funds for 
the actual events but also staff resources in the office to actually work on these projects to 
make them happen. Part of the considerable underspent in 2015 was due to the fact that the 
personnel resources were not sufficient to implement the plans. Therefore we support the 
increase in personnel costs in the budget in order to ensure that the priorities for 2016 can be 
carried out. However, planning in the future will require a realistic assessment of the 
capacities of the office and the overall budget, and a balance between the necessary funding 
for the actual activities and events on the one hand and the personnel budget on the other. 
As much as we appreciate great ideas to move the Green agenda forward, sadly our funds 
will not be sufficient to implement them all. 
 
Whilst it has been possible to fully allocate the planned provision to the Campaign Fund, only 
a much lower than expected provision remained available for the Congress Fund (-66,500 €). 
Effectively this means that the planning for the Congress will have to be adjusted or some of 
the cost for the Congress will have to be met from the operational budget – this is not a 
problem in itself, but is relevant for the overall financial planning. 
 
3. Review of the EGP Statutes and Rule Book 
FAB members were part of the review of the EGP Statutes and Rule Book which had 
become necessary because of the new EU regulations for political parties and foundations. 
These involve technical changes (moving content from the Rule Book to the Statutes) and 
some additions to the Statutes. These have been outlined in detail in the relevant documents 
submitted to the vote at the Utrecht Council meeting. Implementing these changes is a 
condition for our further functioning as a European political party and eligibility for EP funding. 
 
FAB supports the approach taken by the Committee to now only propose these necessary 
technical changes in order to comply with the new legislation, and to launch a more 
comprehensive review of the Statutes and Rule Book separately. 
 
4. Work in progress / Other FAB activities 
Our collaboration with the Treasurer and Secretary General, as well as with the whole 
Committee, has developed in a very positive way. We are routinely consulted on financial 
and financially relevant matters and regularly participate in Committee meetings and 
discussions either by Skype or in telephone conferences. 
 
Finally, as a compulsory part of the FAB annual report according to Article 7.1 of the EGP 
Statutes, some remarks on compliance. The Finance Advisory Board can confirm, based on 
the information we have, that the European Green Party has acted in accordance with its 
statutes and rule book since our last report in May 2015.  
 
Thanks 
We would like to thank in particular Lena Lindström, Mar Garcia, Armin Traute and the other 
office staff for their constructive cooperation and support. 
 

 
Ute Michel, Dan Michels, Madeleine Petrovic 
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