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The murder of George Floyd has once again shown the destructive and life-
threatening impact of racism and police brutality against Black Americans. It is
symbolic of the institutionalized discrimination and dehumanization of Black
people in the USA and sparked a new wave of anti-racism protests. Black people
deserve the same respect and treatment as white people - after 400 years of
racism and inequality.
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But racism is not only an American phenomenon. Neither is the fight for
equality.
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Racism was the ideological base for slavery, exploitation and maltreatment of
Black people initiated by white Europeans. Within Europe, Black people, People
of Color, migrants, Roma and many ethnic minorities experience racism on an
everyday basis. Political institutions are predominantly white and lack proper
representation. Europe must process its colonial past, which built cultural and
societal structures of oppression towards Black people and People of Color that
are still effective today.
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Fighting racism must not be a matter for those affected, it is the task of the
entire society. The strength of democraciescan best be judged by the way
theytreat minorities. And our claim to democracy must be that Black people,
People of Color and any other person are treated the same - by authorities, by
the police, by politics, by society.
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In order to fight structural racism, we must therefore look into all areas of
society, recognize and eliminate exclusions and oppression. Black people and
People of Colour must be protected from violence and hostility. However,
prevention of violence is the bare minimum. Recognition, equal opportunities,
visibility and participation are key to fight racism in our diverse society.

26 As European Greens, we

27 express our solidarity with the #BLACKLIVESMATTER protests;
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consider the critical processing of the colonial history and its today’s
effects as a basic requirement for a democratic European society that
guarantees equal rights for all citizens;
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demand a comprehensive implementation of education programmes on colonial
history;

33 demand reinforcement and establishment of anti-discrimination trainings;
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demand independent supervisory bodies for police and structural measures
to end impunity of police violence and racial profiling in police
controls;
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demand to enable and encourage diversity and prevent discrimination in the
hiring process of state employees;

39

40

demand sufficient financing of civil society fighting racism and
dicsrimination.

41 Supporting Parties:

42 Green Party of England and Wales

43 Vihreät de Gröna

44 Verdi Grüne Vërc

45 Ecolo
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46 Europe Ecologie/ Les Verts

47 Federation of Young European Greens

48 Die Grünen - Die Grüne Alternative Österreich

49 GroenLinks

Background

In view of the recent developments in the US, as European Greens we should take a clear stance
against racism and in support of the protests.
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