


Zagreb 
―
Here’s a tiny selection of  information 
on Zagreb, to prepare you for your 
coming days in this great city.
• Zagreb became the capital of Croatia in 1991, when Croatia declared 
independence from then Yugoslavia, and the Croatian independence war 
began.

• There are different theories about the origin of the name “Zagreb”. 
Some sources suggest that the name derives from the term “za breg” 
(“beyond the hill”) while others think that the possible origin is the term 
“za grabom” (“behind the moat”). According to another etymological 
theory, the Venetian dialectal name for Saint Gabriel, the protector of the 
medieval city, is “Za” Gabria.

• The Upper town or Gornji grad is composed of a thousand-years-old 
medieval urban complex of churches, palaces, museums and galleries 
that provide for excellent site-seeing walks and visits. The Ban Jelacic 
Square, Zagreb Cathedral, St Mark’s Church and the museum of Arts and 
Crafts are only some of Zagreb’s must-see sites. The 19th century Donji 
grad (or Lower Town) with its shops, restaurants, theatres and parks 
makes for the commercial center of Zagreb.

• Croatia recorded one of the largest increases in unemployment rate 
(17.3 % to 18.5 %) between January 2014 and January 2015 in Europe.

• Zagreb won the 2012 European Mobility Award. According to the 
European Commission, the city showed the best performance in 



Welcome Note
―
Dear Green Friends,
We want to warmly welcome you to this EGP council in Zagreb. We 
are excited to be here, in this marvellous city on the river Sava. We 
are happy to have the opportunity to introduce ORaH to you, a new 
Green party in Croatia, which in its short history has already shaken 
up the political landscape. ORaH (short for Održivi razvoj Hrvatske 
— Sustainable Development of Croatia), is a party that stands for 
sustainable development, social justice and equality for all. The party is 
represented in the national and European Parliaments.

“Transform. Invest. Create Green Jobs.” is our claim for this council. 
It sums up our proposal to European governments and citizens, that 
we as Greens are aiming to turn away form the socially deaf and 
environmentally blind austerity measures we have seen so far. In our 
opening plenary we will debate this important and urgent theme with 
relevant Green actors.

We will also discuss climate change, and the campaign the EGP is 
setting up together with the Green Group in the European Parliament. 
We want all member parties and Green citizens to join the campaign, to 
make it a success in the run up of the COP21 in Paris.

Another important topic that we have to talk about is the growing threat 
of anti-European, right wing populism and extremism. We will discuss 
the challenges this poses to Europeans and how to tackle it without 
giving up our fundamental civil freedoms.

Of course, there are also plenty of parallel sessions for you to go to, 
where you can engage in discussions and debates on a range of topics 

promoting clean alternatives to using cars and involving citizens in 
activities to support sustainable urban mobility during the European 
Mobility Week. More than 150 000 citizens were involved in 62 different 
activities, such as urban fitness and education, and the redesign of 
public parking facilities for bicycles.



as foreign affairs, local councillors, Green trade, the Future of Europe, 
and the Maternity Leave Directive.

We hope you have a great time in Zagreb, that you enjoy the Green 
companionship of ORaH and the other Green parties, and that we can 
give you some relevant insights in current Green issues.

Let’s work together for a renewed, sustainable and just Europe — for a 
Green Europe!

Programme
―
Friday, 15 May 2015 
08:00

09:30 – 10:30

10:30 – 13:30

13:30 – 14:30

14:30 – 16:30

Registration and Council café open
(with continuous coffee and tea)

Joint press conference greens/efa, 
egp, orah (on invitation only)

public conference greens/efa
investing in a sustainable future: 
croatian society mobilized for 
climate and environment
Although climate change would have a strong 
effect on Croatian natural resources, it is not 
perceived as an immediate concern by the broader 
public. Environmental questions on the contrary 
remain a useful way to raise awareness and start 
mobilizing. We would like to use this opportunity 
to convince Croatian citizens about the necessi-
ty of  having a strong EU and a Green energy 
union.

Lunch

parallel sessions
compromise amendment session
Discussion on draft resolutions and other 
documents to be voted on at the Council.    

lobby + 
banquet lobby

grand salon

grand salon

banquet lobby

adriatic 1

Monica Frassoni
Co-Chair EGP

Reinhard Bütikofer
Co-Chair EGP

Mirela Holy
President ORaH



14:30 – 16:30

16:30 – 16:45

16:45 – 17:00

foreign affairs wg: the eu’s eastern 
partnership — a new way forward?
The latest developments regarding the situation 
in Eastern Europe emphasize the importance of  
the EU’s relations with the Eastern Partnership 
countries. The debate will focus on how to assess 
the overall situation, the question of  whether 
this partnership must lead to a clear European 
perspective and how the EU could use its instru-
ments in order to strengthen civil society in these 
countries.

european network of green seniors: 
climate change — the long way to 
save our world
How can we effectively raise awareness on the 
issue of  climate change? Which local and region-
al alternatives to our current energy production 
methods can be used? Young and old Green com-
municate their ideas for Conference in COP21, 
Paris 2015

individual supporters’ network
About 1300 members of  different Green Eu-
ropean Parties are part of  this network. In this 
section we will share with delegates the support-
ers’ ideas about the EGP campaigns and their 
proposals for future ones. The goal is to re-start 
synergies between delegations, the EGP cam-
paigns and our supporters.

Break

opening of the council
Words of Welcome
• Reinhard Bütikofer, Co-Chair EGP

mediteran

kornati

adriatic 2

banquet lobby

grand salon

16:45 – 17:00

17:00 – 17:15

17:15 – 19:00

19:00 – 21:00

• Rebecca Harms, Co-President
   Greens/EFA 
• Mirela Holy, President ORaH

• The President of the Republic of  
   Croatia, Ms Kolinda Grabar-Kitavorić

Key note speech
• Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP 

opening plenary
transform. invest. create green jobs
The headline “Transform. Invest. Create Green 
jobs” provides the three themes and the structure 
of  this plenary. With Mirela Holy, Yannis 
Tsironis and Peter Eriksson we want to discuss 
our common themes as mirrored in the specific 
experiences of  Croatia, Greece and Sweden 
respectively. Which transformative reforms are 
being pursued? Which investments are being 
promoted with which tools? How will both of  
that contribute to creating green jobs? 

parallel sessions
compromise amendment session 
Discussion on resolutions and other documents to 
be voted on at the Council.
 
treasurers meeting
+ Compromise Amendment Session on changes to 
the Rule Book (CAS)

green strategy — ideas to change eu
How can we promote a Green, progressive, 
reformist and sustainable vision of  Europe? We 
will put on the table some controversial ideas, 
to stimulate a reflection on what the EU has 

grand salon

grand salon

grand salon

adriatic 1

adriatic 2

grand salon



19:00 – 21:00

— 20:00 —

— 21:00 —

— 08:30 —

09:00 – 10:00

10:00 – 11:00

now become and to have a clear vision of  what 
changes we want.

local councillors’ network
We will explain in depth what we are planning 
for our Green Cities conference to be held in 
September this year.

climate coordination group
(on invitation only)
The Coordination Group will discuss the current 
state of  play of  the Common Climate Campaign 
and the further initiatives of  Member Parties, 
EGP, Greens/EFA, Global Greens and FYEG 
on view of  the COP21.

engs board meeting
(on invitation only)

Deadline signatures for support 
emergency resolutions

Dinner buffet at the Westin Hotel

Registration, reimbursements, Council 
café open with continuous coffee and 
tea
 
Discussion on resolutions
 
meet the croatian greens: q&a 
session

mediteran

kornati

business room 
203

westin hotel

lobby and 
banquet lobby

grand salon

grand salon

11:00 – 11:20

11:20 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:45

11:45 – 13:45

In this session we will meet our Green partner 
in Croatia. They will give us information on the 
state of  play of  the current political landscape in 
Croatia, and you can ask them all your questions.

presentation candidates 9th 
committee member
The five candidates for the position of  9th 
committee member will present themselves and 
explain why they want your vote for the
position of  EGP Committee member.
 
presentation candidates 
amendments committee
The candidates for the Amendments Committee 
will present themselves and tell you their reasons 
why they want to be part of  this committee.

engs 10th anniversary celebration
We celebrate and congratulate the European 
Network of  Green Seniors with their 15th 
anniversary!
 
Break

plenary
europe’s values questioned: our 
answers to extremism
Nowadays, too frequently populist statements 
turn into extremist attitudes, behaviors, and 
actions. Why does that happen? How could 
extremism find its place? Let’s try to explain 
why our values are so important to us and what 
a diverse society requires in terms of  mutual 
respect, acceptance and understanding. In this 
panel discussion we would like to address these 
and other questions.

grand salon

grand salon

grand salon

grand salon

banquet lobby

grand salon

―
Saturday, 16 May 2015



Zagreb CouNCil 15 – 17 May 2015, overvieW

09:30 – 10:30

10:30 – 13:30

13:30 – 14:30

14:30 – 16:30

16:30 – 16:45

16:45 – 17:00

17:00 – 17:15

17:15 – 19:00

19:00 – 21:00

― 20:00 ―

― 21:00 ―

Joint press conference: GREENS/EFA, EGP, 
ORaH (on invitation only)

Public Conference GREENS/EFA, COP21

Lunch

Parallel sessions:
• CAS (normal resolutions + other docs)
• WG Foreign Affairs: The EU’s Eastern
   Partnership — a new way forward?
• ENGS
• Individual Supporters Network

Break

Opening of the Council
Words of welcome
• Co-Chair EGP
• Co-President Greens/EFA in the EP
• President ORaH

• The President of the Republic of Croatia, Ms
   Kolinda Grabar-Kitavorić

Key note speech 
Monica Frassoni
Co-Chair European Green Party

Opening plenary
Transform. Invest. Create Green Jobs.

Parallel Sessions:
• CAS (if needed)
• Treasurers Meeting + CAS on Changes to   
   the Rule Book
• Local Councillors Network
• Green Strategy - Ideas to Change the EU
• Climate Coordination Group (on invitation  
   only)
• ENGS board meeting

Deadline signatures for support emergency 
resolutions

Dinner buffet in Westin Hotel

Friday, 15 May 2015 

09:00 – 10:00

10:00 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:20

11:20 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:45

11:45 – 13:45

― 13:00 ―  

13:45 – 14:45

14:45 – 16:45

16:45 – 17:00

17:00 – 19:00

19:00 – 21:00

― 21:00 ― 

Discussion on resolutions 

Meet the Croatian Greens: Q&A Session

Presentation Candidates 9th Committee 
member; Presentation Candidates 
Amendment Committee

ENGS 10th anniversary celebration

Break

Plenary: Europe’s values questioned: our 
answers to extremism

Deadline for Amendments to Draft 
Emergency Resolutions

Lunch

Parallel Sessions:
• CAS (emergency resolutions)
• Get to know the Greens: GPEW
• Climate Campaign workshop
• WG Green Trade
• GEF: Peace, Love and Intervention (GEJ)  
• Religion and Green Values project  (De
Helling Foundation (NL) - On Invitation Only)

Break

Plenary: Populism

Parallel Sessions:
• FYEG
• Global Greens
• Gender Network
• Balkan Network

Buffet at International Hotel and party at the 
Lobby

Saturday, 16 May 2015
09:00 – 09:30

09:30 – 10:15

10:15 – 10:45

10:45 – 11:00

11:00 – 12:55

12:55 – 13:00

― 13:00 ―

Membership relations: review and 
applications (update for delegates only)

Finances, presentations on: 
• Accounts, Activity report 2014
• Budget 2015
• Membership fees
• Reimbursement rules

Elections:
• 9th Committee Member 
• Amendments committee

Break

Voting Session:

Finances and organisation
• Adoption Accounts 2014 
• Revised Budget 2015
• Membership fees
• Reimbursement rules

Resolutions
• “We need ambitious sustainable   
   development goals to end poverty”
• “Stop exploration and drilling of fossil fuels 
   in the Adriatic Sea”
• “EGP opposes the Comprehensive  
   Economic and Trade Agreement”
• “Liberties and fundamental rights in  
   Europe” 
• “Freedom for the Western Sahara”
• “We must change everything: taking 
   Climate Change seriously”
• “Call to member states on GMOs”
• A New Way for Europe: Sustainability, not 
   Austerity!”

Emergency Resolutions

Other

Closing remarks
• Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP

Ending of the 22nd EGP council

Sunday, 17 May 2015



— 13:00 —

13:45 – 14:45

14:45 – 16:45

Deadline for Amendments to Draft 
Emergency Resolutions
 
Lunch

parallel sessions 
compromise amendment session
Discussion on emergency resolutions.
 
get to know the greens: gpew
In this session, we would like to present the 
Green Party of  England and Wales to you. They 
had a big surge in membership lately, and had 
important elections on 7 May. They will be able 
to tell you all about that, and you can ask them 
all your questions.
 
common climate campaign workshop
In this workshop, we will present the visuals, 
tools and plan for the Green Common Climate 
Campaign in the run-up to the COP21 in Paris. 
Participants will learn what this campaign has 
to offer to EGP member parties and can discuss 
on how to implement the campaign in their coun-
try in the best way.
 
wg green trade
We are launching an EGP WG on trade. We 
would like to base it on work done by our member 
parties. This meeting is a first brainstorming. 
Half  of  the time will be allocated to Simon 
McKeagney to explain where the Group stands in 
its TTIP campaign.

banquet lobby

adriatic 1

mediteran

grand salon

adriatic II

14:45 – 16:45

16:45 – 17:00

17:00 – 19:00

19:00 – 21:00

19:00 – 21:00

gef: “peace, love and intervention: 
green views on foreign policy”
At a time when conflicts are raging on the very 
border of  the European Union and tensions esca-
lating in some of  the most volatile regions of  the 
world, the foreign dimension of  European politics 
has risen to new levels of  intensity.
 
religion and green values project 
(on invitation only) By Bureau De Helling, 
Dutch Green Foundation
 
break
 
plenary
populism
In this plenary discussion we will cover the dif-
ferent shapes and sizes populism comes in, from 
the extreme right to the extreme left, using concrete 
examples from countries like Austria, the Nether-
lands, Spain, France, etc.. We will explore their 
strategies and tactics, and by doing so also reveal 
ways of  using these against them. The discussion 
will dive into such issues as their anti-elitist dis-
course, claims on democracy and identity politics. 
As well as focusing on messaging, the use of  
emotion, symbols and personalities.
 
parallel sessions
fyeg

global greens: “what’s up”
Update of  the activities, discussion on expecta-
tions and involvement and what you can do for 
the Global Greens.

kornati

business room 
203

banquet lobby

grand salon

mediteran

adriatic 2



gender network
The workshop will concentrate on the Maternity 
Leave Directive giving information and trying to 
make clear where the different Greens stands on 
this topic. 

balkan network
The Network of  the EGP includes the Green 
parties in Croatia, Romania, Bulgaria, as well 
as Turkey and Greece. Perspectives, challenges 
and opportunities of  the Balkan Greens will be 
discussed.
 
dinner
 
party

Membership relations: review and 
applications 
(for delegates only)

finances, presentations on:
• Accounts and Activity Report 2014
• Revised Budget 2015
• Membership fees
• Reimbursement rules

elections:
• 9th Committee Member
• Amendments Committee

— 21:00 —

— 22:00  —

09:00 – 09:30

09:30 – 10:15

10:15 – 10:45

adriatic 1

kornati

banquet lobby

lobby zagreb

grand salon

grand salon

grand salon

Break

voting session:
Finances and organisation
• Adoption of Accounts 2014
• Revised Budget 2015
• Membership fees
• Reimbursement rules
 
resolutions
• “We need ambitious sustainable 
development goals to end poverty”
• “Stop exploration and drilling of 
fossil fuels in the Adriatic Sea”
• “EGP opposes the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement”
• “Liberties and fundamental rights in 
Europe” 
• “Freedom for the Western Sahara”
• “We must change everything: taking 
Climate Change seriously”
• “Call to member states on GMOs”
• A New Way for Europe: Sustainability, 
not Austerity!”

Emergency Resolutions

Other

closing remarks
• Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP

ending of the 22nd egp council

10:45 – 11:00

11:00 – 12:55

12:55 – 13:00

 — 13:00 —

banquet lobby

grand salon

grand salon

grand salon

―
Sunday, 17 May 2015



Speakers  
―
engy abdelkader is an award-winning attorney and professor who 
teaches, writes and speaks about human rights. In response to the 
September 11th backlash against the Muslim, Arab and South Asian 
communities, she volunteered with the American Civil Liberties Union, 
American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee of New York and Center 
for Constitutional Rights. To help build bridges and prevent avoidable 
conflicts, she also volunteered for a number of years with the U.S. 
Department of Justice as a cultural competency instructor on Islam, 
American Muslims and Arab Americans.

meyrem almaci is a Belgian politician and member of Groen. Since 
2007, she holds a seat to the Belgian Chamber of Representatives and 
is currently the leader of Groen and Ecolo in the Chamber.

reinhard bütikofer is a Member of the European Parliament (Greens/
EFA) and the Co-Chair of the European Green Party (EGP). Before being 
elected to the European Parliament in 2009, Mr. Bütikofer was the 
co-chair of the German Green Party Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen (from 
2002 until 2008).

peter eriksson is a Swedish politician who has been an Member of the 
European Parliament since 1 July 2014. He has been with the Green 
Party since 1982, and was Member of Parliament in Sweden between 
1994 and 1998.

monica frassoni has been Co-Chair of the European Green Party since 
2009. She was elected as an MEP in 1999 and was Co-President of the 
Green Group from 2002 to 2009.

mirela holy has been the party leader of ORaH since the inception 
of the party. Holy was the Minister of Environmental Protection and 
Nature, and is currently the only Member of Parliament for ORaH. 
She is one of the most recognizable Croatian female politicians and a 
notable supporter of LGBT and women’s rights.

ska keller is a German politician and Member of the European 
Parliament for the Bündnis ‘90/Die Grünen. In 2009 Ska Keller 
assumed office as a member of the European Parliament and she ran 
as one of the two leading candidate of the European Green Party in the 
2014 EP elections.

ulrike lunacek is an MEP from Austria, vice-president of the 
European Parliament and foreign affairs spokesperson of the Greens/
EFA Group in the European Parliament. Ulrike is an activist and 
advocate for gender equality and LGBT rights. Ulrike has studied in the 
USA and Austria; at the same time she took part in the establishment 
of the refugee camp in Innsbruck and provided social work there.

florent marcellesi is an environmental activist and academic who 
lives in Spain since 2004. He is a theorist of political ecology and has 
written many articles and books on the environment, development 
cooperation, European and International issues. Florent is a member 
of the Spanish green party EQUO.



nicolás marugán was director of the Spanish Monitoring Centre on 
Racism and Xenophobia from 2009 to 2014. As a volunteer, he worked 
for Amnesty International, analyzing Israel and Occupied Territories 
violations of human rights, and he volunteered for the Spanish Red 
Cross helping children living with HIV.

saraswati matthieu has held multiple positions within the Flemish 
Green party Groen, on the youth, local, national and European level. 
She is the former chief of the general politics team at the cabinet of 
Brussels Mobility Minister Bruno De Lille. Sara has build expertise in 
such fields as environment, mobility, energy and economics. She is a 
city councillor in Gent, where Greens are part of the majority. Since 
2012 she is a member of the European Greens committee.

davor škrlec is vice chairman of ORaH and the party’s first MEP. He 
is professor at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing at 
the University of Zagreb. On 1st July 2014 he became Member of the 
Greens/EFA Group in the European Parliament.

yiannis tsironis is Alternate Minister of Reconstruction, Production, 
Environment and Energy in the new Greek Government. He was 
founding member of the EKO — “Alternative Ecological Movement” of 
Athens in 1983. He remained active in the Green movement since then, 
mainly in the fields of education and training. He is a founding member 
of the “Oikologoi Prasinoi” (Ecologists Greens). 



useful info  
―
• trams are the best way to move in zagreb
If you buy a one way ticket at a kiosk (DUHAN or TISAK) it costs 10 Kuna 
(€1,50). 

• how to reach the city center from the council venue:
1. Take the tram 13 at the Miramarska stop (direction Mandlova). Alight 
at Trg Josipa Jelačića.

2. On foot it’s 1,7 km (25 minutes approx.). Walk on Miramarska cesta 
direction Ul. grada Vukovara, pass the road and keep on walking. When 
you reach Mihanovićeva ulica turn right. At the 2nd street on the left 
turn to Lijudevita Gaja street. This street will bring you right on the 
central square of Zagreb (Trg bana Josipa Jelačića).

• the subversive festival (3-16 may 2015) 
is an annual international, political, activist, cultural, educational, 
literary and artistic events that takes place in Zagreb, every May. Film, 
forum, debate, new ideas and much more. Vandana Shiva is among the 
guests. More information on www.subversivefestival.com.

Council Venue
―
Hotel International 
Miramarska 24
10000 Zagreb

Dinner venue Friday night
―
Westin Hotel
Izidora Kršnjavoga 1
Zagreb 10000, Croatia

Party venue Saturday night
―
Lobby
Ulica Ivana Lučića 2
10000, Zagreb

See you at the Next 
Council Meeting, 
13–15 November!




