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1. Introduction 
 
The EGP Committee has conducted a Fact Finding Mission to Spain, in order to assess the EQUO 
application for full membership towards the EGP, to be voted at the Council in Glasgow. The EGP 
Committee was represented by Co-Chair Monica Frassoni, Secretary General Mar Garcia, 
Committee member Gwendoline Delbos–Corfield and Member Party Relations assistant Vesna 
Jusup. 
They visited Valencia on 12 September and Madrid on 13 September and met with EQUO’s 
leadership, essential partners of EQUO, representatives of civil society and distinguished individuals. 
 
 
2. EQUO background information 
 
EQUO was founded following an initiative after the Copenhagen summit in 2009 of a leading group 
of environmentalists and some politicians (notably the Greenpeace director Juan Lopez de Uralde) 
with the strong support of ICV; EGP was very soon involved in the rather cumbersome process of 
the unification of this new initiative with local groups of the pre-existing Confederación de los Verdes 
members. In 2011, EQUO was officially founded, gathering part of the pre-existing small or regional 
Green political parties and many active citizens, who joined forces to develop a cohesive and new 
Green political party in Spain. Already in autumn of the same year, EQUO participated in the General 
Elections, gaining one MP in Valencia through the participation in the Compromís coalition (Iniciativa 
Del Poble Valencià IdPV, Bloc and Equo). After internal primaries, Florent Marcellesi was nominated 
as the EQUO candidate for the 2014 European elections. The Compromís coalition gained 1 MEP 
seat; the seat is shared between Bloc (part of EFA) and EQUO. Thus Florent Marcellesi will assume 
the MEP post as of October 2016. In December 2015 and later again in June 2016, EQUO 
participated in the two Spanish general elections that have been held, in a coalition led by first 
Podemos, and after Unidos Podemos. The results achieved in the December 2015 elections were 
repeated during at the June elections. EQUO has 3 MPs in Las Cortès (National Parliament), 4 
regional MPs and 105 local councillors elected. 
EQUO was accepted as an EGP Candidate member at the 18th Council in Madrid, May 2013. Since 
then, their members have been actively participating in EGP working groups/networks, events, 
internship program and Councils. 
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3. Meetings and feedbacks: 
Comunidad Valenciana – The Region of Valencia: 
 

1. Equo Valencia 
2. Monica Oltra, leader of the IdPV 
3. Joan Ribo, Mayor of Valencia 
4. Iniciativa del Poble Valencia board 
5. Bloc (with Equo MPs) 

 
EQUO is part of the Compromís coalition, with Bloc and IdPV – Iniciativa Del Poble Valencià. The 
current Mayor of Valencia, Juan Ribó, was the head of the list. Together with the Socialist party 
(PSPV-Partit Socialista del País Valencià-PSOE) they form the local Government, supported by the 
Podemos MPs as well. The Coalition has 19 MPs, out of which 2 are from EQUO1. However, all 
partners of the coalition ensured us that Compromís is organized through consensus instead of a 
proportional system. 
 
The EQUO partners in the Coalition stressed that EQUO’s presence is very beneficial for 
Compromís as their main fields of action- climate policies, agriculture, mobility and nature protection 
have been highlighted. EQUO has no elected minister, however their members hold counseling 
positions in the Regional ComuMinistry of Environment. 
 
Valencia can rightfully be considered a Green success story: the mayor Ribo is from Compromis but 
is considered Green by the greater public, as well as Giuseppe Grezzi, one of the vice-mayors, who is 
entrusted with the mobility portfolio and is carrying out a very Green agenda.  
 
 
Madrid 
 

1. Mario Rodrigez, Executive Director Greenpeace Spain/Portugal 
2. Pablo Bustinduy, International Secretary and MP, Podemos 
3. Christina Narbona, Ex-Minister of Environment 

 
Our interlocutors agreed that EQUO represents the Green party of Spain, being present and active 
throughout different regions, urban and rural areas and represents a strong partner to civil society 
and alike political options. Their main field of action is environment/climate/energy, but they are also 
seen as spokesperson of the new economic model, both in environmental and social terms 
(Greenpeace). EQUO’s internal procedures such as co-leadership, internal primaries and open 
debates are seen positively, as contributions to the democratization of the political system. 
 
The example of the Compromís coalition (Valencia) has been evaluated as a model that gave good 
results, working both in content and procedural ways and that as such should be examined and 
applied in other regions of Spain.  
It was pointed out that the biggest challenge that lies before EQUO is the further development of the 
party’s public profile and strengthening its credibility, while being part of different coalitions on local 
levels. 
 
Without exception, they have all stated that EQUO membership in European Green party is more 
than welcome and can only bring positive effects to the party’s development and work. 
 

																																																													
1 Compromise, as coalition has 19 MPs out of 99. IdPV has 9, Bloc 6, EQUO 2 and 2 are independent. Together 
with 23 Socialist MPs they form a minority government, which is externally supported by 13 MPs from odemos 
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EQUO 
 

4. Ines Sabanes Nadal, Madird Vice-mayor for Environment and Mobility 
5. MPs, Juanxo Lopez de Uralde, Rosa Martinez Rodrigez, Jorge Luis Bail 
6. Central Board 

 
In the National Parliament, 3 MPs of EQUO are part of the Unidos Podemos Parliamentary group. 
The political situation is a stalemate after two general elections were organized in half a year and a 
Government has still not yet been announced, potentially leading towards a 3rd election in 
December 2016. Within the Parliamentary group, EQUO MPs have assumed leading positions in 
topics such as energy and environment, research and development and climate change. 
 
A Biannual Congress will be organized on 4-6 November 2016. The party’s main development goals 
are to strengthen the internal organization and the external profile. EQUO has 105 elected local 
councillors and needs to provide them with support, at the same time building the party profile 
towards the next elections and keeping and developing relations with coalitions partners. 
Internal analyses point out that the main challenge (as external meetings also concluded) is in further 
developing the public profile, preserving and strengthening EQUO’s integrity and positions within 
coalitions and among coalition partners. 
 
European issues are very important to EQUO however during the last months the party did not have 
the possibility to invest in this debate. In the last 2 years, EQUO has been in constant campaign for 
local and national elections. Nevertheless, they consider it the responsibility of the party elected to 
bring European questions on the agenda. There are already firm mechanisms and channels to do so 
with their MEP as well as their active participation and regular communication with EGP and its 
member parties,  
 
 
4. Conclusions and recommendations 
 
EQUO is now a structured party on every level, cohesive and well-functioning, with national visibility 
and coherence in the political sphere, which is a new important factor in Spanish politics. EQUO is 
not seen as very strong yet, but as a party with a clear identity and a very specific usefulness in the 
landscape. They are considered a necessity because no other party is seriously taking on board these 
issues. 
 
EQUO can be seen as a success story, albeit still growing. It was able to re-establish a Green brand 
that needs to be nourished, but has solid roots.  
 
  
This FFM confirms that EQUO represents a valuable green political presence in Spain, whose efforts 
the Committee agrees should be recognised and supported. Therefore, the Committee is pleased to 
recommend to the Council to accept EQUO to become a full member of the EGP. 


