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Venue 
Cursus- en Vergadercentrum Domstad 
Koningsbergerstraat 9,  
3531 AJ Utrecht, the Netherlands 
 
 
 
Friday, 20 May 2016 
 
 
Plenary Session 
Opening Session: Words of Welcome  
16.00 – 16:45 
 
Chair:  

- Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP 
 
Speakers: 

- Monica Frassoni, Co-Chair EGP 
- Jesse Klaver, Leader of the group in national parliament, the Netherlands 
- Philippe Lambert, MEP, Co-President Greens/EFA in the European Parliament 

 
Monica Frassoni opens the 24th EGP Council, and welcomes delegates, participants, guests and 
Green friends.  
 
She outlines what this council will be about, the challenge to make Europe more visible and increase 
influence by betting on a more and better Europe. Greens have to take the challenge to force out 
business as usual, and the comfort zone of well-established positions and practices. We have to make 
the EU and its institutions relevant again, and we will start a ‘love Europe again’ process at this council. 
 
Jesse Klaver starts by saying he’s happy to speak about the future of Green politics in Europe. 
When he started as leader of the parliamentary group, he said that GroenLinks will change the 
Netherlands. Dutch politics is taken over by right-wing populism, and why are voters angry? There is 
not enough attention for growing inequality of incomes, and unfair globalization. This is caused by 
‘economism’: everything is reduced to economic and financial questions, and simple calculations. If we 
take the sentiments of voters seriously, the European Greens can shape the future of Euorpe. He says: 
“We built Europe together, let’s change Europe together”.  
 
Philippe Lamberts begins by saying that Europe is not in a good shape, it doesn’t have answers to 
the different crises that we’re facing. Europe is looking backwards to the 20th century, and Lamberts 
asks where the leadership is which embraces transformation. In many countries the extreme right 
wing ideas are gaining ground, even in traditional parties. Greens need to build credibility, and own 
those topics that the traditional parties evidently failed on. People need to start seeing Greens as an 
alternative. Greens need to earn credibility; you can’t claim it. We need to build bridges with civil 
society, listen to and learn from social actors, and start building connections.  
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Opening Plenary 
What holds Europe together? 
16:45 – 18:15 
 
Chair:  

- Reinhard Bütikofer, Co-Chair EGP 
 
Panelists: 

- Yves Bertoncini, Director of Jacques Delors Institute  
- Charles Grant, Founder of Centre for European Reform 
- Flavia Kleiner, Co-president of Operation Libero in Switzerland 
- Daniela Schwarzer, Director of the Berlin office of the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States 
 
Reinhard Bütikofer opens the plenary by introducing the panelists and he says that he would like 
each of them to speak from a different angle. He asks Daniela Schwarzer to start by explaining why 
she is of the opinion that deepening the Eurozone could help against Brexit, since this argument seems 
counterintuitive at first sight. He also asks her to evaluate the overall situation from a US perspective. 
 
Daniela Schwarzer: UK will nevertheless stay at the margin of the EU and too many countries are 
looking in the same direction. But we can’t neglect that the Eurozone is an important piece of 
integrated Europe. US have the impression that the EU is always on the edge of crumbling. This is bad 
for our image. On the other hand, it is very important for them to cooperate on crises in foreign affairs 
and they value the alliance. But they pressure the EU for being more active with the crises in our 
neighborhood. We have to expect this to grow. For them also the refugee crisis is a factor to watch. 
They’re afraid this can destabilize the EU further. 
 
Yves Bertoncini: We’re in the middle of another crisis than the financial one: the “Schengen” one! 
The financial crisis was an “inward” crisis: it didn’t start from inside the EU, but we looked at each 
other and at our differences, while the same things were happening all over the world. 
This second crisis, might give us the possibility to look outward. We have to consider the incredible 
capacity that we have to influence what happens in our neighborhood and this crisis can be one of the 
factors that allow us to exert this influence again. Schengen and freedom of movement are good for 
the population as well: we have to pass a message that it is not just for the elite. 
Security is also another important point. Schengen should be presented as a tool to find solutions to 
terrorism, not as an obstacle to increase the security of EU. 
 
Charles Grant: During the refugee crisis, Europe has shown to be ineffective, acrimonious and out 
of control. More integrations and federalism at this moment are divisive concepts. Federalism is “non-
democratic” because the citizens don’t want it. And it is conservative because there has been not much 
evolution in the thinking since many years. 
According to Grant federalism is a system adapted only to small entities, but EU is enlarging, so it 
would not work. 
Concerning the refugee crisis, he supports the EU-Turkey deal and believes that a viable Schengen only 
works with strong borders. A simple mechanism of redistribution of refugees is not possible and will 
not work. Return policies are also indispensable.  
On foreign policy, he believes that EU foreign policy can be very effective (Iran, Burma, partially Ukraine) 
but we have to work much more on the Middle-East. 
 
Flavia Kleiner: We’re in a crucial moment in Europe. Many things in her opinion holds Europe 
together: migration, terrorism, technology, but also climate. Populism and authoritarian risks are the 
biggest danger (many examples from crazy referenda from their conservative party in Switzerland). 
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In order to respond to the current lack of trust in the European project, we have to find an emotional 
vision of the future, reassuring and where we feel at home. 
 
The presentations were followed by a lively exchange of views in particular on the vision of federalism 
and on the nature of the European project as well as on the overlapping of crises (political and 
institutional) and on the lack of trust and request for transparency to the European Institutions. 
 
 
Saturday, 21 May 2016 
 
 
Plenary Session 
Discussion on the Resolutions 
09:00 – 10:00 
 
Chairs: 

- Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, EGP Committee Member 
- Mar Garcia, EGP Secretary General 

 
The authors of the tabled resolutions are given the floor for a brief introduction. The parallel 
compromise amendments sessions held on Friday managed to deal with all issues. The chair informs 
that there are no emergency resolutions that have been tabled by the deadline (Thursday, 19 May, 12 
AM CET) and that the planned CAS session in the late afternoon is therefore cancelled.  
 
 
Plenary Session 
Refugees: challenges for Europe! 
10:00 – 11:45  
 
Chair: 

- Evelyne Huytebroeck, EGP Committee Member 
 
Panelists:  

- Mauro Garofolo - International Relations Officer for the Community of Sant’Egidio.  
- François Gemenne - An academic specialist in environmental geopolitics, lectured in 

universities as Sciences Po Paris and Grenoble, and the Free University of Brussels. 
- Ska Keller - MEP and vice-president for the Greens/EFA group in European Parliament. 
- Joost Lagendijk - Former MEP for GroenLinks (1998-2009), was chairman of the 

delegation to the EU-Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee. 
- Cem Özdemir - Co-chair of the German Green party Bündnis 90/Die Grünen. 
- Tineke Strik - Member of the Dutch Senate for GroenLinks. 

 
 
Evelyne Huytebroeck opens the discussion by posing the main questions of the panel: how the 
migrants coming to Europe are characterized, what’s Europe’s structural response to the recent 
migration tide?  
 
MAURO GAROFALO: Represents a community working on the migration issue for the last 30 
years. He considers migration as the most important topic today, because it poses a threat to the 
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European Union. The Schengen treaty is now perceived as a disadvantage and is considered for 
suspension. Europe is getting old, and it needs to start seeing this “threat” as an opportunity.  
 
Mr. Garofalo presents the community of Sant’Egidio, which creates safe passages for refugees, having 
helped 250 asylum seekers from Lebanon to come to Europe safely. The project, a joint effort between 
the government and evangelic organizations, targets to reach the number of 2000 refugees taking 
advantage of the safe passage by 2017. The model exploits the quota of national visas, given to pre-
identified individuals, mostly vulnerable people such as elderly, women with children, and people in 
need of medical assistance. The main challenge remains security. This mission is cost free for the 
government and the organization claims to be capable of doing more if there’s a governmental will. 
There are ongoing negotiations between Italy Spain, San Marino and Poland.  
 
FRANÇOIS GEMENNE: outlines current policy responses to the migration issue and the 
European outlook to the refugee challenge.  
 
Mr. Gemenne presents statistical data, giving an overview of the current migration situation in Europe 
and beyond. He says that the predominant political discourse is about addressing migration as a crisis, 
as a problem. He, however, sees migration as a structural phenomenon driven by political, economic 
and social inequalities around the globe, as a structural element of contemporary life. He claims that 
we still think in the terms of the 50s’ political and economic migrant categories – one requiring 
protection and assistance and the other being a voluntary action, not being entitled to any protection 
and support. He calls for abandoning this dichotomy and challenging the understanding of the reasons 
behind migration in order to confront the current legal framework. He suggests that governments 
reconsider borders and recognize the fact that there’s an increasing faith in opportunities of 
globalization. He thinks that the key challenge is opening borders and challenging the image of borders 
as protection.  
 
SKA KELLER: thinks that apart from thinking about how to integrate newcomer refugees, there’s 
also a question of dealing with the anxiety of Political Europe, which sees this situation as a threat and 
constantly disrespects and questions international laws. Ska Keller reminds the audience that the 
Geneva Convention was invented by Europe to make sure that no person fleeing war and prosecution 
is left without protection and now the same Europe is rejecting the convention. She refers to an 
Amnesty International survey, which shows that many European citizens are in solidarity to refugees. 
She thinks that the main question for Greens is how to bring these people together and how to make 
them feel that they have political representation. Keller considers the EU-Turkey deal as a real 
problem, which is undermining the system of asylum.  
 
JOOST LAGENDIJK: focuses on a European refugee policy that is welcoming and fair. He thinks 
that Europe should not treat the recent migration influx cases as isolated and have a comprehensive 
response to them. He thinks that the EU does not have the capacity to host all refugees and there is 
a need to empower neighbors to shoulder the burden. He, therefore sees, more agreements like EU-
Turkey deal coming. Mr. Lagendijk says that these deals should be decent, where all parties are 
respecting all parts of the deal, for instance resettlement targets. He says the EU has to cooperate 
with neighbors in order to come up with a consistent solution to the problem.  
 
TINEKE STRIK: says that the EU-Turkey deal is not unique and that Europe constantly tries to 
strengthen its borders in return to trade or other benefits. She thinks that closing borders, as a 
measure for avoiding refugees is a misconception. The reality is that people take longer and more 
dangerous routes to arrive to European border. She says, most of the refugees stayed in turkey, 
Lebanon or Jordan for 3 years and only started to move towards Europe only last year, because they 
couldn’t find future there. Strik therefore sees the need for investing more in the region in order to 
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create prospects for refugees. She concludes that the European Union member states should share 
responsibilities and implement the credible integration process towards refugees.  
 
CEM ÖZDEMIR: thinks that public is overreacting while discussing this issue, but the Greens are 
also underestimating the challenge. He asks, what would the Greens do if they were in power now. 
He thinks that there is a need for strengthening the control mechanisms for criticism towards the EU-
Turkey deal. Merkel’s increased presence in Turkey has bad consequences for democracy in the 
country. He urges the European leaders to address the democratic crisis is Turkey, by showing 
solidarity to local civil society and press. He emphasizes the need to start integration process of the 
refugees within local legal and cultural framework, where values and human rights are not being 
questioned.  
 
A round of questions and answers follows the interventions.  
 
 
Plenary Session 
Europa Quo Vadis? Facts, ideas and alliances to bring back the 
European Dream 
15:45 – 17:15 
 
Chair:  

- Monica Frassoni, EGP Co-Chair 
 
Panelists:  

- Oriol Costa - Assistant Professor at the Autonomous University of Barcelona and a 
Research Associate at IBEI.	

- Philippe Lamberts – MEP, Ecolo, Belgium. 
- Olivier de Schutter - Professor of international human rights law, European Union law 

and legal theory at the Université catholique de Louvain in Belgium.	
- Amelia Womack - British politician and she has been Deputy Leader of the Green Party 

of England and Wales.	
 
OLIVIER DE SCHUTTER: is organizing a call for a common EU food policy. He tries to 
understand how to reinvent the project of EU federalism. “We need to dispel the idea that more 
Europe means more unity at the expense of diversity”, he says. 
This is why he suggests to: 

• Build a counter alliance, combining social and economic transition;  
• Show that Europe can promote diversity and experiment at the local level. 

 
There has to be a new road, where growth has to be rethought. It’s necessary to set up a progressive 
agenda that puts together social justice and ecological transition. 
 
He sees four levels in the transition:  
a) macroeconomic policies with a new definition to promote well-being; 
b) more sustainable society; 
c) equality (which needs to be at the hearth of the EU project); 
d) make sure that what we do in the area of trade is aligned in the area of justice. Agroecology for 
example. 
 
We do not know exactly what will work. The pace of change is fast; societies need to adapt to these 
dynamics of change. We do not need a new model for federalism but the range of tools, different from 
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classic legal regulation. We need to promote new local regulations (food, social and work life, etc). 
Recognizing a large degree of self-determination is perfectly compatible with broader solutions at the 
EU level and diversity becomes an asset.  
The way is: existing together, learning from one another and promoting collective learning. Local 
experimentalism combined with the idea that diversity is key, this is what we should work on. 
 
ORIOL COSTA: As Jean Monnet used to say: “Europe will be forged in crises”. It will be the sum 
of the solutions adopted for those crises. 
The Euro crisis is due to the fact that we have a currency union without a fiscal union. 
Crises undermine political conditions that would make it possible to address them. 
What is so special about today’s crises? They are not only related to “policies” but “polity”. 
The costs of disintegration go up. Chances for federalism go up, too. 
Green alternative: libertarian state versus traditional authoritarian nationalist. 
 
AMELIA WOMACK: The European dream is going to make the difference in the UK referendum. 
The concept of Europe as a scape goat is clear in the UK debate. 
We only achieve what we want to achieve if we collaborate. 
The leave campaign is especially strong on sovereignty and migration and the Greens are conveying 
important messages to contrast that. The European dream is seen in the UK as an economic dream. 
The role of young people in building the European dream is key. 
Another key fact about Europe: “you get out of the EU what you put in” she says. 
We need to make sure we get involved. Emotions have a stronger impact than facts in this campaign.  
 
PHILIPPE LAMBERTS: “I am a sovereigntist”, he states. “I want democracy to be sovereign, 
because it’s sovereignty we need to unite!”  
“How to face Google state by state?” he adds. We need to know where we stand. None of us want 
a centralized state, this is why we are federalists. Federalism is multilayered. 
We as Europeans believe that the only action is together. No country alone will be strong enough.  
We do not just have to fight against the sentiment that Europe is not changeable. We need to build 
trust. 
 
MONICA FRASSONI: underlines that we as environmentalists have some examples in 
mobilization of civil society, there are cases where Europe was more receptive than the national level. 
A future of the EU with more ECIs and referenda is important, because if they become routine they 
will be less emotional. 
 
 
Plenary session 
End of Fossil Fuels: Greens and Divestment 
19:15 – 21:00  
 
Chair 

- Oras Tynkkynen, EGP Committee member 
 
Panelists 
Vatan Hüzeir: Director of Chagerism 
Simone Peter: Chairwoman of Bündnis 90/Die Grünen 
Liesbeth van Tongeren: Member of Parliament for GroenLinks 
Nicolò Wojewoda: Europe Team Leader 350.org 
 
ORAS TYNKKYNEN: opens the plenary and welcomes the speakers and the audience. He starts 
the session by citing important institutions that divested in the near past like the Rockefeller 
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Foundation, the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation or the huge Government Pension Fund of Norway. 
Tynnkynen highlights that institutions worth around 3,5 trillion dollars have already divested – and yet, 
this is happening still not nearly fast enough. He wants to discuss the Green role in the divestment 
movement and the question how it could be possible to speed up the process.  
 
LIESBETH VAN TONGEREN: calls for forming unusual alliances: concerning shale gas, for 
example, the Dutch breweries have been an ally since they saw the quality of water being in danger. 
Similar coalitions could be formed concerning divestment – Greens should be active not only on the 
institutional level, but we need local activist groups who we work together with to find leverages and 
local hooks. 
 
VATAN HUZEIR: starts his statement with citing new alarming figures about temperature records, 
e.g. in India or Pakistan, that are actually killing people and drastically endangering the famers. So, the 
topic is very urgent. He says it is necessary that grassroots movements and top-down, institutionalized 
politics shake hands now. Both the pressure of movements as well as professional politicians are 
necessary for making things happen. 
 
SIMONE PETER: says that the Paris agreement is a call for very urgent action. Germany is now at 
about 30% renewables in the electric sector, which is a lot and still not nearly enough. „Ende Gelände” 
gave an important push for phasing-out of coal. But next to more civil society action, we also need 
more legislative action. Transition in Germany has only been possible due to laws that guaranteed 
feed-in tariffs for renewable energies. Also, divestment will only really take place on a large scale if the 
“big fish” divest, with respective policies framing this. 
 
NICOLO WOJEWODA: points out that the Dutch city of Boxtel was the first city in Europe that 
fully divested from fossil fuels. He says that Greens play an important role on the local level as well as 
on the European level where they push strongly for the divestment issue. The goal of the divestment 
movement is to weaken the position of the fossil fuel industry: not to bankrupt them financially, but 
morally and politically. There have been a lot of successes on this front and in his opinion we can step 
up on our goals now – we can target the bigger institutions like major banks or cities like London. He 
points out that it would be a game changer if the Vatican divested.  
 
In his opinion, what makes the divestment movement possible and strong is that it’s not captured by 
a specific organisation, neither by 350.org nor by a party or the like. He calls for broadening the 
divestment movement, e.g. also highlighting the investment side or not accepting donations of fossil 
fuel industries. He emphasized that divestment does not work if the assets are simply sold to another 
owner that continues. Slavery didn’t end because slaves were sold to someone else, but when the 
slaves were freed. The goal of the divestment movement must be to phase out the production.  
 
Van Tongeren holds that another tactic is needed. The fossil fuel industry is very successful in drawing 
the picture of being socially and environmentally responsible. In her opinion, we need a plan and a 
story that appeals to people. People from science, politics and NGOs should sit together for long-
term strategies. At this point, in her opinion neither the Greens nor the movement have a clever, 
broad strategy to connect the activists and to persuade people – this could be a role of the European 
Greens. 
 
Peter elaborates on the importance of creating a good framework for investments in green, renewable 
energy. In her opinion, we are on the right track: costs for renewables are going down, renewable 
energy production is going up, but it doesn’t go fast enough. However, we have the chance now to 
make it possible because the economic frame is there. 
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Hüzeir focuses on the fossil fuel subsidies and the introduction of a carbon tax as two important 
targets that Greens in Europe should go after. Van Tongeren replies that this is only a wish list, not a 
strategy. The same things were said 20 years ago, but more knowledge in her opinion does not lead 
to more action. Wojewoda states that it is nonetheless very important to keep up these goals. Green 
Parties should keep trying and fighting.  
 
Peter highlights that the rise of populist right-wing parties is another problem for climate policies as 
these parties deny climate change. In Eastern Germany, Greens not only have to fight lignite, but also 
right-wing populists.  
 
In the discussion, several speakers highlighted the fact that telling climate facts does not work, we 
need to take action like divestment. This concept works because there is actually a target – this needs 
to be supplementary to parliament action. There should be the aim of having all European capitals 
divest or at least one city in every country.  
 
Hüzeir points out again that divestment is a tool to undermine the social license of fossil fuels. The 
choice of strategy depends on your audience and on your target. Divestment offers the possibility of 
achieving goals rather fast, as several examples show, in which companies sometimes started to divest 
only a year after a campaign had begun.  
 
In the discussion with the audience, several speakers state that the Greens should be part of this 
movement and to call together for divestment and a change in climate policies. Furthermore, it was 
discussed what individuals themselves can do. Wojewoda says that 350.org is developing a tool to 
check your financial institution and that there are some out there already for different countries. 
However, he says that the most important answer to this question is: “Stop being an individual”. 
 
 
 
Sunday, 15 November 2015 
 
 
Closed session 
Membership relations: review and applications 
08:30 – 09:00 
 
Chair:  

-  Mar Garcia, EGP Secretary General 

Mar Garcia introduces this short session to give an update on the state of play of the applications for 
membership and on some changes in a few parties; Serbia, South Tyrol Italy, Lithuania and Montenegro. 
In due course Fact Finding missions will be organised to Serbia, South Tyrol Italy and Montenegro.  

Regarding the Turkish Greens we were informed end of April that several Greens, including the 
international secretary and the former co-spokesperson, left Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek. They have 
established a green platform. The Committee will have to invest time to analyse the state of things.  

 

Regarding Groza, Russia, a procedure was started to change its membership category towards 
associate membership with the EGP.  

Regarding Strana Zelenych, Slovakia: the Committee went on a fact-finding mission in February and 
waited for the outcome of the elections (6 March, SZ had 4 candidates on the MOST/HID list on 
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positions 44, 69, 79 and 115. MOST got 11 seats). Based on the information the EGP Committee 
decided to start the procedure to withdraw their membership.  

Mar Garcia also quickly reports on the EGP Committee visits to the member parties since the Lyon 
Council:  

- Ukraine, where they met Greens from Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus to prepare the 
transnational event in Minsk in April for the 30th anniversary of Chernobyl),  

- Slovakia, for the Fact Finding mission 

- UK, Harrogate, where GPEW held its spring conference, to promote the Joint 2017 Congress 
(Liverpool, 30 March – 2 April 2017).  

- Portugal – to learn more about the agreement of the Portuguese Greens to support the 
government together with Bloco and the communist party. 

- Germany, Berlin: we attended the workshop organised by the German Greens on the Future 
of Europe – with a wide transnational scope. 

- UK, Liverpool: to start the preparations for the Joint 2017 Congress and participate in the 
Global Greens Coordination meeting. 

- We visited Ankara, Turkey, attending the Congress of Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek 

- Germany, Munich: to prepare the Local Councilors conference on Refugees (a second LC 
conference is foreseen in October in Rome on air pollution) 

- Denmark SF Congress 

- Netherlands, GroenLinks Congress 

- After Reinhard Bütikofer visited the Polish Greens, contacts were established with KOD, a 
social movement from Poland. We organised a KOD tour to some of the member parties so they 
could share their experiences with the Greens. A report video will be posted on the website and we 
will inform via the newsletter. The polish delegates thank Reinhard Bütikofer for his visit and speech. 

Mar Garcia points out that in some of the above mentioned congresses the EGP Divestment campaign 
was introduced. She invites the member parties who are interested in this or in divestment campaign 
materials to contact the office.  

She also invites the member parties to keep the office updated on their upcoming congress dates, 
party reports and issues currently at stake. This in order to share the information with the other 
member parties via the EGP newsletter and website.  

Mar Garcia briefly introduces the EGP Committee its first draft of 2019 strategic goals, trying to 
identify common goals for a 28 EU common campaign. She would very much welcome the feedback 
from the member parties.  

 
Plenary session 
Presentation of the Financial Documents 
09:00 – 09:20 
 
Chair 
Lena Lindström, Treasurer of EGP Lena Lindström presents the financial documents 2015: 
the economic report 2015 and revised budget 2016. Questions from the delegates are answered. 
Ute Michel, EGP Financial Advisor, presents the report and thanks the Committee for all their 
diligent work on behalf of the Finance Advisory Board (FAB). FAB recommends the economic report 
2015 for the approval by the Council. 
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Plenary session 
Presentation of the candidates 
09:20 – 10:00 
 
Chair 

- Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, EGP committee member 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invited all candidates to present their nomination for respective bodies 
to the Council either in person or online (if a candidate is not present). 

 

Plenary session 
Voting and Election session 
10:00 – 12:55 
 
Chair 

- Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, EGP committee member 
 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield clarifies the rules for election as specified in the Rule Book of the 
European Green Party, in particular the rule on gender balance 50+ as more male candidates are 
nominated. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that the voting rights have been withdrawn from 6 
member parties (7 votes). Hence, the total amount of allocated votes is 94.  
 
The electronic voting system is introduced to the delegates. In a trial vote, the total number of 92 
votes out of 94 allocated votes is cast, thus the 50%+1 quorum being achieved. 
 
Election of the Amendments Committee 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for one of the two candidates for 
Amendments Committee: Jocelyne Le Boulicaut or Gheorghe Zugravu.  

1. Jocelyne Le Boulicaut – 44 votes or 47,8% of the votes cast are in favour;  
2. Gheorghe Zugravu – 47 votes or 51,1% of the votes are in favour; 
3. 1 or 1,1% of the votes cast are abstentions.  

Gheorghe Zugravu is elected as a member to Amendments Committee. 
 
Election of the Conciliation Panel  
Should have minimum 5, maximum 9 persons: There are 3 female candidates and 5 male candidates. 
Following our 50+ gender rule, Council can elect maximum 2 or 3 male members; hence we can have 
a CP of 5 or 6 persons. 
The EGP Committee proposes to not reopen the election for further members and have a CP of 6 
persons. The Council agrees by show of hands. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for candidates to Conciliation Panel.  

1) Jan Philipp Albrecht – 24 votes (26,1%) 
2) Sergi Alegre  – 21 votes (22,8%) 
3) Agneta Borjesson  – 16 votes (17,4%) 
4) John Gormley  – 14 votes (15,2%) 
5) Raimo Oksala – 6 votes (6,5%) 
6) Frieda Jans – 6 votes (6,5%) 
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7) Ewout Deurwaarder – 4 votes (4,3%) 
8) Brigitte Brozio – 1 vote (1,1%) 
9) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the first vote:  

1) Jan Philipp Albrecht – 46 votes (49,5%) 
2) Sergi Alegre  – 46 votes (49,5%) 
3) Abstention - 1 vote (1,1%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to re-vote for the two top candidates in the first 
vote:  

1) Sergi Alegre – 49 votes (53,3%) 
2) Jan Philipp Albrecht  – 43 votes (46,7%) 
3) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Sergi Alegre is elected as the first member to the Conciliation Panel. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the second member of the Conciliation 
Panel.  

1) Jan Philipp Albrecht – 36 votes (39,1%) 
2) Agneta Borjesson  – 16 votes (17,4%) 
3) Brigitte Brozio – 1 vote (1,1%) 
4) Ewout Deurwaarder – 6 votes (6,5%) 
5) John Gormley  –19 votes (20,7%) 
6) Frieda Jans – 8 votes (8,7%) 
7) Raimo Oksala – 6 votes (6,5%) 
8) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the previous 
vote:  

1) Jan Philipp Albrecht – 64 votes (69,6%) 
2) John Gormley – 28 votes (30,4%) 
3) Abstention –  0 votes (0%) 

Jan Philipp Albrecht is elected as the second member to the Conciliation Panel. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the third member of the Conciliation 
Panel and reminds that if a third male candidate is elected, all further male candidates would be 
excluded from the vote.  

1) Agneta Borjesson  – 31 votes (33,7%) 
2) Brigitte Brozio – 0 votes (0%) 
3) Ewout Deurwaarder – 8 votes (8,7%) 
4) John Gormley  –27 votes (29,3%) 
5) Frieda Jans – 15 votes (16,3%) 
6) Raimo Oksala – 11 votes (12%) 
7) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the previous 
vote:  

1) Agneta Borjesson – 57 votes (62,6%) 
2) John Gormley – 34 votes (37,4%) 
3) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Agneta Borjesson is elected as the third member to the Conciliation Panel. 
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Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the fourth member of the Conciliation 
Panel:  

1) Brigitte Brozio – 3 votes (3,2%) 
2) Ewout Deurwaarder – 6 votes (6,5%) 
3) John Gormley  – 33 votes (35,5%) 
4) Frieda Jans – 35 votes (37,6%) 
5) Raimo Oksala – 16 votes (17,2%) 
6) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the previous 
vote:  

1) Frieda Jans – 56 votes (60,9%) 
2) John Gormley – 36 votes (39,1%) 
3) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Frieda Jans is elected as the fourth member to the Conciliation Panel. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the fifth member of the Conciliation 
Panel:  

1) Brigitte Brozio – 21 votes (22,6%) 
2) Ewout Deurwaarder – 13 votes (14%) 
3) John Gormley  – 43 votes (46,2%) 
4) Raimo Oksala – 16 votes (17,2%) 
5) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the previous 
vote:  

1) Brigitte Brozio – 29 votes (31,2%) 
2) John Gormley – 63 votes (67,7%) 
3) Abstention – 1 vote (1,1%) 

John Gormley is elected as the fifth member to the Conciliation Panel. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for Brigitte Brozio as the sixth member of 
the Conciliation Panel (the only candidate left eligible to be elected to satisfy the 50+ gender balance 
rule):  

1) Brigitte Brozio – 92 votes (98,9%) 
2) Abstention – 1 vote (1,1%) 

Brigitte Brozio is elected as the sixth member to the Conciliation Panel. 
 
 
 
Election of the EGP representatives to Global Greens Coordination 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for candidates to Global Greens 
Coordination.  

1) Robert Aarsse – 9 votes (9,8%) 
2) Eva Goës  – 36 votes (39,1%) 
3) Merja Kähkönen  – 26 votes (28,3%) 
4) Sergii Kurykin  – 2 votes (2,2%) 
5) Josef Smída – 11 votes (12%) 
6) John Street – 8 votes (8,7%) 
7) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 
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Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the previous 
vote:  

1) Eva Goës – 47 votes (50,5%) 
2) Merja Kähkönen – 46 votes (49,5%) 
3) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Eva Goës is elected as the first EGP representative to the Global Greens Coordination. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for second candidate to Global Greens 
Coordination.  

1) Robert Aarsse – 7 votes (7,6%) 
2) Merja Kähkönen  – 59 votes (64,1%) 
3) Sergii Kurykin  – 4 votes (4,3%) 
4) Josef Smída – 11 votes (12%) 
5) John Street – 11 votes (12%) 
6) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Merja Kähkönen is elected as the second EGP representative to the Global Greens Coordination. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the substitute representatives to the 
Global Greens Coordination.  

1) Robert Aarsse – 11 votes (11,8%) 
2) Sergii Kurykin  – 4 votes (4,3%) 
3) Josef Smída – 60 votes (64,5%) 
4) John Street – 18 votes (19,4%) 
5) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Josef Smída is elected as a substitute EGP representative to the Global Greens Coordination. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the second substitute representatives 
to the Global Greens Coordination.  

1) Robert Aarsse – 15 votes (16,5%) 
2) Sergii Kurykin  – 37 votes (40,7%) 
3) John Street – 39 votes (42,9%) 
4) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the delegates to vote for the two top candidates in the previous 
vote:  

1) John Street – 45 votes (48,9%) 
2) Sergii Kurykin – 47 votes (51,1%) 
3) Abstention – 0 votes (0%) 

Sergii Kurykin is elected as the second substitute EGP representative to the Global Greens 
Coordination. 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield congratulates the newly elected members of Amendments Committee, 
Conciliation Panel and Global Greens Coordination and thanks all other candidates for their 
participation.  
 
 
Adoption minutes Lyon Council, 13-15 November 2015  
There were 3 amendments tabled to the draft minutes of the Lyon Council. A simple majority of votes 
cast is required for amendments to be adopted.  
Otto ter Haar, De Groenen, presents the submitted amendments (link). The Committee responds to 
the submitted amendments.  
AM 1 (De Groenen) – is rejected with 1 vote in favor and 8 abstentions. 
AM 2 (De Groenen) – is rejected with 1 vote in favor and 8 abstentions. 
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AM 3 (De Groenen) – is rejected with 1 vote in favor and 3 abstentions. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield reminds that 2/3 majority of the votes cast is required for the document 
to be adopted and invites the Council to a vote. 
The Lyon minutes are adopted (show of cards) with 1 vote against and 3 abstentions.  
 
Financial Documents 2015/2016  
There were no amendments submitted to the Economic report 2015. Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield 
invites the Council to vote on the financial documents 2015.  
The financial documents 2015 are adopted with 3 abstentions. 
 
Revised budget 2016 is adopted unanimously.  
 
Technical revision of the EGP Statutes 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield explains that the EGP Statutes need a technical revision in order to 
comply with the provisions of the new EU Regulation N° 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the statute and funding of European political parties and 
European political foundations. 
In this respect, the Committee prepared a list of proposed amendments to the Statutes (link[LVG1]). 
The members have also tabled the following amendments (link). 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that all amendments tabled by EELV have been 
withdrawn.  
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on all amendments proposed by the 
Committee, but except for AM 67 where a compromise has been agreed in the CAS session (link). 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield reminds that ¾ majority of the allocated votes (71) is required for the 
amendments to the Statutes to be adopted.  
All amendments to the Statutes as tabled by the Committee, excluding AM 67, are adopted 
unanimously. 
AM 67 (EGP Committee) is adopted unanimously as compromised (link). 
AM 10 (De Groenen) is adopted with 1 abstention and 2 votes against (link). 
 
The complete new text of the EGP Statutes (reflecting the adopted amendments) is attached to these 
minutes as Annex 1.[LVG2] 
 
Notarisation of the new text of the articles of association – Special proxy 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield asks the Council to give a special proxy for notarisation of the revised 
Statues by acknowledging the followingexplains that :  

“The Council acknowledged that in accordance with article 50, §3 of the Belgian law of 27 June 1921, 
the decision to modify the articles of association needs to be incorporated in a notary deed.  

In this respect, the Council decided unanimously to grant a special proxy to Mrs. Elise De 
Baerdemaecker, Mrs. Leen Van Goethem or Mr. Rachid El Abr of Law Square Attorneys, acting alone, 
in order to appear before a Belgian notary in order to notarise the new text of the statutes of the 
Association.” 

The Council acknowledged the special proxy unanimously. 

 

Amendments to the EGP Rule Book  
There were 5 amendments tabled by De Groenen to the EGP Rule Book (link). Amendments 2, 3 and 
5 were withdrawn.  
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Otto ter Haar, De Groenen, presents the submitted amendments as an agreed compromised. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on AM 1 as an agreed compromised at the 
CAS session. 2/3 majority of the allocated votes (63) is required for the amendments to the Rule Book 
to be adopted. 
CAS AM 1 (De Groenen) has been accepted as an agreed compromised with 3 votes against and 19 
abstentions. 
AM 4 (De Groenen) has been accepted unanimously. 
 
Resolution “The European Union (EU) on the brink – time to show grit” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that most of the tabled amendments have been 
incorporated during the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
There are 9 amendments to be voted on individually (link).  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on all compromised amendments “en block”. 
All compromise amendments are accepted “en block” with 8 abstentions. 
 
AM 14 (FYEG) is adopted with 52 votes in favour, 34 votes against and 4 abstentions.  
AM 16 (GroenLinks) is rejected with 39 votes in favour, 40 votes against and 7 abstentions.  
CAS AM 17 (Groen) is adopted with 45 votes in favour, 33 votes against and 10 abstentions. 
AM 31 (FYEG) is rejected with 38 votes in favour, 48 votes against and 3 abstentions.  
AM 37 (Ecologist Greens) is adopted with 75 votes in favour, 6 votes against and 9 abstentions. 
AM 43 (FYEG) is adopted with 45 votes in favour, 33 votes against and 10 abstentions. 
CAS AM 49 (ICV) is adopted with 1 vote against and 11 abstentions. 
AM 51 (EELV) is rejected with 26 votes in favour, 55 votes against and 8 abstentions. 
AM 53 (Groen) is adopted with 10 votes against and 1 abstention.  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“The European Union (EU) on the brink – time to show grit” is adopted as amended (link) with 7 
abstentions.  
 
Resolution “Rule of Law – situation in Poland” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are adopted “en block” with 1 abstention.  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“Rule of Law – situation in Poland” is adopted unanimously as amended (link).  
 
Resolution “Europe’s Steel Industry: A future only with sustainability and fairer 
competition” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are adopted “en block” with 4 abstentions.  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“Europe’s Steel Industry: A future only with sustainability and fairer competition” is adopted as 
amended (link).  
 
Resolution “On the right to use minority languages in Europe” 
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Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are adopted “en block” with 4 abstentions.  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“On the right to use minority languages in Europe” is adopted with 4 abstentions as amended (link).  
 
Resolution “A strong and resilient Energy Union cannot accommodate a new 
Nord Stream” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are unanimously adopted “en block”. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution “A 
strong and resilient Energy Union cannot accommodate a new Nord Stream” is unanimously adopted 
as amended (link).  
 
Resolution “On Circular Economy” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are unanimously adopted “en block”. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“On Circular Economy” is unanimously adopted as amended (link).  
 
Resolution “On the European Greens to strengthen relations with the Joint List 
in the Israeli Knesset” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for most of the 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
Joav Schemer presents the draft resolution. 
Compromise amendments has been adopted with 1 abstention “en block”. 
AM 3 should include the word “threat” and not “thread”, which is a result of a mistype. Gwendoline 
Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that the final text of the resolution will include the word “threat”.  
 
There are two amendments left to be voted individually (link). 
CAS AM 4 and AM 5 are unanimously adopted.  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“On the European Greens to strengthen relations with the Joint List in the Israeli Knesset” is adopted 
as amended (link).  
 
Resolution “On Indiginous people’s rights” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are unanimously adopted “en block”. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“On Indiginous people’s right” is unanimously adopted as amended (link).  
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Resolution “On systemic pesticides” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are adopted “en block”. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“On systemic pesticides” is adopted with 1 abstention as amended (link).  
 
Resolution “We need to stop “social dumping” on European roads” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for most of the 
tabled amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are adopted “en block” with 1 abstention. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs that there are two votes left on AM 9 (EELV) (link). 
Vote 1: to choose between the text proposed by SF and the text proposed by EELV and FYEG.  
Tabling parties present their draft texts. 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites to vote on the preferred option:  

- 44 votes are in favour of SF proposal;  
- 39 votes are in favour of the EELV and FYEG proposal;  
- 7 abstentions.  

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the preferred text (SF proposal) to be 
added to the resolution.  
Vote 2: to add the preferred alternative.  
SF proposal is adopted with 15 votes against and no abstentions  
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“We need to stop “social dumping” on European roads” is adopted with 13 votes against as amended 
(link).  
 
Resolution “On military depots in Europe and Moldova” 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield informs the Council that a compromise has been found for all tabled 
amendments in the compromise amendment session and proposes to vote “en block” for them. 
 
All compromise amendments are adopted “en block” with 1 abstention. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield invites the Council to vote on the resolution as amended. Resolution 
“On military depots in Europe and Moldova” is adopted unanimously as amended (link).  
 
There were no emergency resolutions submitted to the Utrecht Council. 
 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield concludes the voting session. All adopted documents in the Utrecht 
Council can be found here https://europeangreens.eu/utrecht2016/adopted-documents. 
 

Closing remarks 
Mar Garcia thanks all delegates, EGP staff, hosting party GroenLinks, and states that the outcomes 
of this first council of this committee are very fruitful.  
 
Greens bring a narrative of hope, which is different from what the other establishes parties have. The 
challenge of the Greens is to connect with disoriented citizens. Forces that oppose Europe are gaining 
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momentum, and we are facing a battle over our future, and a fundamental, democratic conflict. Even 
though Europe needs change, it’s still the most democratic, peaceful and least unfair political, economic 
and social entity that we have ever known.  
 
Europe needs changes, and those will be possible because Europe is re-formable. What would be a 
historical disaster is to take steps back and retreat into our national states.  
 
The outcomes of this council allow us to work better and face the current challenges. We Greens 
have an important say in the coming tests in the political agenda.  
 
 
 
Council ends. 
 

* * 
* 

 
Minutes drafted and signed on [to be completed] 2016. 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
[Mr. / Mrs.] [to be completed] 
[Representative of the] Secretary General[LVG3] 
 
Annexes: 

1. New text of the EGP Statutes (reflecting the adopted amendments)  
 


