26th Council, European Green Party
31 March 2017, Liverpool, UK
Draft Minutes

Venue
Arena and Convention Centre (ACC), Kings Dock
Liverpool L3 4FP, United Kingdom
18:30 – 19:30 WEST
Co-Chairs:

(1)

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, EGP committee member;
Mar Garcia, EGP Secretary General

Introduction

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield welcomes the delegates and introduces the agenda of this session as
well as the items to be voted. She explains that the vote on the changes of the Statutes of EGP (as
amended last time at the Autumn Council 2016 in LiverpoolGlasgow, 2-4 December 2016) serves
the purpose of the conversion of the European Green Party’s legal status in Belgium from an
International Non-profit Association (Association Internationale Sans But Lucratif, AISBL) to a
‘European Political Party’ (Parti Politique Européen, PPEU) in order to comply with the new EU
Regulation on the Recognition and Funding of European Political Parties (No. 1141/2014). The last
pending issue in order to comply with said new Regulation is the conversion.
Further, she announces that the delegates will be asked to vote on the updated membership list,
including the direct and indirect (individual) Members of the European Parliament, who are members
of EGP.
Further, she announces that the Council delegates will be asked to mandate the Committee of the
EGP to preliminary adopt the Accounts 2016. The treasurer of the EGP, Lena Lindström, gives a
short explanation of why this mandate is necessary in view of the audit report of the budgetary year
2016, which will be finalized on the basis of a preliminary adoption of the Accounts 2016 by the EGP
Committee in May 2017. She adds that the Council delegates will receive the audit report 2016
including the Accounts 2016 in May 2017, and that the final decision on the adoption of the
Accounts 2016 will be taken by the Council at its next meeting in November 2017. Lena Lindström
adds that the financial advisory board (FAB) approved of this procedure.
Finally, Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that the delegates will be invited to elect the vacant
position of the 9th EGP Committee Member, that Claude Weinber, nominated by the EGP
Committee to the Global Greens Coordination (GGC) as candidate for Convener of the Global
Greens, will introduce himself and that the resolution on Ecocide for the EGP Congress will be
briefly discussed.
(2)
Presentation of Thomas Waitz from Die Grünen, Austria, as candidate for
the position of ‘Other Member’ of the EGP Committee
Thomas Waitz introduces himself to the delegates.
(3) Testing Vote and Number of Allocated Votes
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield asks the delegates to do a test voting. This serves also to establish the
number of votes present at this voting session and the quorum needed. She announces that voting
rights from three member parties with a total of four votes have been withdrawn by the EGP
Committee, due to non-payment of their membership fees 2017, and that another vote was
withdrawn by the member party itself, so that the total count of allocated votes is 97.
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The test vote shows that 92 votes out of 97 are present. The members present have been asked to
sign the participant list (see Annex 3 of these minutes).
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces to the floor that the simple majority is 49 votes and that
the ¾ majority is 73.
(4) Vote on the Minutes of the Autumn 2016 Council Meeting in Liverpool, 2-4
December 2016
The minutes are adopted unanimously.
(5) Vote on the election of the 9th Committee Member
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that a simple majority of the votes is needed. Thomas
Waitz receives 87 votes (94,6%) in favour, 0 against (0%) and 5 abstentions (5,4%). He is elected as
the 9th Committee Member.
(6) Vote on technical changes to the EGP Statutes
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that a majority of three quarters of the votes is needed for
this change of the Statutes of EGP.
Thereafter, she asks for a vote en bloc on the proposed changes to the Statutes of the EGP (see
Annex 1 of these minutes).
The vote is:
92 votes in favour (100%)
0 abstentions (0%)
0 votes against (0%).
The changes to the EGP Statutes are adopted.
(7)
Vote on the Annex B to the EGP Statutes, Membership list (see Annex 2
of these minutes)
The vote is:
89 votes in favour (96,7%)
3 abstentions (3,3%)
0 votes against (0%).
The new EGP membership list is adopted.
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that by voting on the Annex B to the EGP Statutes,
Membership list, the Annex B of the Rule Book of the EGP becomes obsolete and will be deleted.
Consequently, the remaining Annexes of the Rule Book will be renumbered.
(8)
Final Vote on the Statutes of EGP as amended under (6) and including the
Membership list (7)
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield brings now the complete EGP Statutes as just amended and including
Annex B, membership list, to a final vote (complete Statutes see Annex 3).
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The vote is:
92 votes in favour (100%)
0 abstentions (0%)
0 votes against (0%).
The revision of the Statutes of EGP has been adopted.
(9)

Vote on conversion of the legal form of EGP

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that a majority of three quarters of the votes is needed for
this conversion of legal form.
Thereafter, she asks for a vote en bloc on the proposed conversion of the legal form of EGP from an
“International Non-Profit Association” (Association Internationale Sans But Lucratif, AISBL) into a
“European Political Party” (Parti Politique Européen, PPEU).
The vote is:
92 votes in favour (100%)
0 abstentions (0%)
0 votes against (0%).
The conversion of the legal from of EGP Statutes is adopted.
(10) Vote on a special proxy with respect to the notarisation of the new text
of the articles of association and the conversion of the legal form
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that in accordance with articles 50, §3 and 58/2 of the
Belgian law of 27 June 1921, the decision to modify the articles of association and the decision to
convert the legal form into a European Political Party needs to be incorporated in a notary deed.
In this respect, it is proposed to grant a special proxy to Mrs. Elise De Baerdemaecker, Mrs. Leen
Van Goethem or Mrs. Laura Schuurmans of Law Square Attorneys, acting alone, in order to appear
before a Belgian notary in order to notarise the new text of the Statutes of the Association and the
conversion of the legal form as decided upon by the Council here above.
The proposal is adopted unanimously with no abstentions.
(11) Vote on the Mandate to the EGP Committee to provisionally adopt the
Accounts 2016
The proposal is adopted unanimously with no abstentions.
(12) Membership report
Mar Garcia reports on the membership relation of EGP in the period since the last EGP Council in
Glasgow 2-3 December 2016.
The EGP Committee has organized in January 2017 together with the Belgian Green Parties Ecolo
and Groen an event in Brussels with the title “Reset EU: Regain Trust, Rebuild Vision” with some
500 people. In February 2017, the EGP organized together with the Greens/EFA in the European
Parliament an event titled “European Ideas Lab”. This event brought together Green politicians and
representatives from NOGs, grass root movements and citizens’ platforms from all over Europe.
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The Committee visited the member parties in Belarus, Ukraine, Poland, Czech Republic, Romania
and Bulgaria (Zelenite and Zeleni Partya). Finally, the EGP visited GroenLinks during their last
campaign days before the parliamentary elections of 15 March 2017.
Mar Garcia further explains that due to a lasting internal conflict, it is unclear to the EGP Committee
who is the legitimate interlocutor of De Groenen, Netherlands. Juridical clarification is under way,
but for this Council session and for the Congress voting session, De Groenen have asked the
Committee to suspend their voting rights, which the Committee accepted. She states that the
Committee of the EGP is not taking sides in this internal conflict and that it welcomes
representatives from both fractions in Liverpool. She adds that the Committee will get back to the
Council with more information later this year.
Mar Garcia also mentions that the Greens/EFA in the European Parliament has elected MEP Ska
Keller (Germany) as co-president.
Finally, she announces that the next Council will be held in Karlstad, Sweden on 24-26 November
2017.
(13) Nomination of a Convenor - Resolution on the Future of the Global
Greens
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield explains that the EGP Committee has proposed to present to the
Council the nominee for the position of the next (co-)convenor of the Global Greens (GG). She
invites Evelyne Huytebroeck, EGP Committee member, to introduce the topic.
Evelyne Huytebroeck explains that the current convenor of the GG, Margaret Blakers from
Australia, will step back end June. The Global Greens Coordination (GGC), the executive body of
the Global Greens, has tabled a proposal at this Congress to change the GG Statutes in order to
elect two conveners (one female, one male, coming from different GG Federations). The GGC has
decided that each GG Federation can nominate one or two candidates, and that the deadline for
submitting candidacies is the following day, 1 April 2017. She further explains that according to the
GG Statutes, the convener(s) will be elected by the GGC in May or June. The exact process and
election day will be decided by the upcoming GGC meeting following this Congress, on Monday 3
April 2017. It will also take a decision on the future hosting of the GG Secretariat and the continent
of the next GG Congress in five years.
The EGP Committee has decided to nominate Claude Weinber from Germany who is then asked to
present himself.
Claude Weinber presents himself briefly and answers questions from the floor.
(14) French Resolution on “Ecocide Crimes”
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that the French Greens EELV have tabled a resolution on
ecocide crimes which found some objections, namely on the term “ecocide”, by other member
parties. The Committee has therefore to decided to invite one delegate from the French Greens and
one from the German Greens who has expressed the most serious concern about the wording of
the resolution, to present their positions. The resolution is presented by a French delegate, and a
German delegate reacts.
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The Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield announces that there will be a Compromise Amendment Session
on this resolution the following day, and she announces the time and place of that Session.

*

*
*

Minutes drafted and signed on April 7 2017.

________________________________________
Ms Mar Garcia
Secretary General EGP
Annexes:
1. Proposals to change the EGP Statutes
2. Complete new Statutes of the EGP including Annex B, Membership list
3. Participant list of the members of EGP
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