
Amendments to the EGP Priorities for the 2019 EU elections
1

Nr. Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
1 ECOLO 3 add The time is now to stand up against 

hatred and racism. The time is now for 
change in Europe to allow the fulfilment 
of the dreams of its citizens.

The time is now to stand up against hatred 
and racism. The time is now to give a brighter 
outlook to workers. The time is now to tame 
financial markets and transnational 
companies. The time is now for change in 
Europe to allow the fulfilment of the dreams of 
citizens.

The manifesto as it stands does not 
sufficiently addresses socio-economic 
issues. Adding these words in the 
introduction can help the Greens to 
connect with voters that are mobilised 
around issues such as social justice 
and workers' rights.

2 GGEP 4 replace citizens inhabitants

3 Groen 
Links

7 replace gender democracy inclusive democracy "Gender democracy” is probably not a 
very familiar term for most people – 
indeed, we are not even sure what it 
means exactly. ”Inclusive” is a broader, 
more recognisable term that covers the 
same issue.

4 ECOLO 8 add That cherishes diversity and upholds 
the rule of law. That promotes 
international peace and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

That cherishes diversity and upholds the rule 
of law. That engages in an energy transition 
creating millions of jobs and contributing to 
geopolitical independence of Europe. That
promotes international peace and the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Adding this sentence on green jobs will 
help the Greens to reinforce the socio-
economic dimension of the manifesto 
(which is lacking at the moment in our 
view)

5 GGEP 14 replace European citizens Europeans

6 GGEP 15 delete a profession

Amendments on the EGP Priorities for the 2019 EU Elections (by 9 November)
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Nr. Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
7 ICV 20 add Europeans. Europe’s place in the world is a central issue 

of our time. Europe has to contribute to the 
safeguarding and improving of the multilateral 
order, to avoid sum-zero dynamics in this 
interdependent world and guarantee 
development, promotion of human rights and 
peaceful relation between states.

Need to stress geopolitical perspective.

8 MP 22 - 
24

delete The EU institutional framework must 
develop further into a full supranational 
democracy, in which all public 
decisions are taken in a transparent 
way by elected and politically 
accountable representatives.

Delete: full supranational We are not in favour of a European 
supranational state. It would be too 
centralised and democratically fragile.

9 Miljöpa
rtiet de 
gröna 
(MP)

24 - 
25

add changing Europe for the better. Lobbying needs to be regulated to level the 
playing field and prevent corporations from 
distorting the political process.

We need to curb the influence of Big 
Business in order to create better 
policies.

10 ICV 28 add democracy. The Economic and Monetary Union has to be 
reformed to ensure that progress is shared 
fairly and no one is left behind. It has to have 
the mechanisms to cope with future crisis and 
to promote convergence, and the democratic 
mechanis upgraded for its accountability.

Although the text has not to be 
"institutional" a specific mention to EMU 
reform seem necessary as it is one of 
the main concerns for being able to 
tackle with next crisis and to solve the 
gap in its asssymetricalities.

11 EELV 33 - 
131

delete The whole text Delete all the digits As in any list the priorities are 
subjective and should not give way to 
endless debates as to what should be 
"the" priority of all the priorities
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Nr. Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
12 EELV 33 add  + 

delete
1) Fight climate change by phasing out 
coal by 2030 and moving to 100% 
renewables                                                                 
and delete: "Without reining in climate 
change humanity would create 
momentous havoc and would render 
many parts of the globe basically 
uninhabitable"

1) Fight climate change by saving energy, 
phasing out coal by 2030 and moving to 100% 
renewables

EXPLANATION/COMMENT : 
    
    the first step to take is energy saving 
.... this is just basic. 
    
    Deletion of :  "Without reining in 
climate change humanity would      
create momentous havoc and would 
render many parts of the globe basically 
uninhabitable". Not really needed in the 
paragraph.

13 ECOLO 36 add But the answer to the climate crisis 
does exist: It starts with solar, wind and 
other renewables!

But the answer to the climate crisis does exist: 
It starts with a more parsimonious and 
reasonable energy consumption as well as 
with solar, wind and other renewables!

14 GGEP 36 - 
38

replace We have to go for 100% renewable and 
efficient energy, phasing out fossil 
energy and nuclear power while 
creating sustainable jobs in affected 
regions.

We have to go for 100% renewable, use 
efficiently our energy, phase out fossil energy 
and nuclear power while creating sustainable 
jobs in affected regions.

Makes the text clearer. 100% efficient 
energy is not a usual concept.

15 GGEP 38 - 
39

replace To cut emissions fast enough we will 
push hard for a just transition towards 
a zero carbon economy.

To cut emissions fast enough to reach the 
1.5°C-world we will push hard for a just 
transition towards a net-zero emissions 
economy by 2040.

It is key to mention both the 1.5°C and, 
in order to be in line with this 1.5°C, to 
reach net-zero by 2040.

16 Groen 39 add A EU carbon budget is needed to 
coordinate the efforts.

A EU carbon budget is needed to coordinate 
the efforts leading to net zero emissions by 
2040.

The most important climate goal is 
missing in this paragraph. Ideally the 
net zero emissions by 2040 target 
should be featured in the title, but at the 
least it should be mentioned in the 
paragraph, for instance in line 39.

17 ICV 42 replace 2) Invest in a Green economy, research 
and innovation

2) Tackle socioeconomic inequalitaties and 
ensure economic security for all. Invest in a 
Green economy, research and innovation

Need to reinforce inequality challenge
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18 GGEP 43 - 

44
add Europe has the chance of becoming a 

global leader in the transition to a 
carbon-neutral circular economy 
through a Green New Deal

Europe has the chance of becoming a global 
leader in the transition to a carbon-neutral 
toxic-free circular economy through a Green 
New Deal

GND should not only be about climate 
but also pollution

19 ICV 43 add There is a need to overcome the austeity 
paradigm and ensure an economic 
development that benefits all. This has to be 
made through a rebalance of the 
macroeconomic policies and an ambitious 
implementation of the Social Pillar.

This key items were found missing.

20 ECOLO 47 replace We call for the greening of 
manufacturing and the greening of 
Finance.

We call for a new, sustainable manufacturing 
and finance that works for the real economy.

The sentence is more precise and 
avoids the idea of a superficial 
"greenwashing" of manufacturing and 
finance.

21 MP 50 - 
51

add Industrial (de-) regulation must not be 
allowed to stand in the way of 
environmental and social progress.

Industrial (de-) regulation and trade 
agreements must not be allowed to 
undermine or  stand in the way of 
environmental and social progress.

Trade agreements, with clauses such 
as ISDS, can block progress and 
indirectly undermine it by not allowing 
legitimate protection or compensation 
for higher costs due to internalisation of 
external negative effetcs

22 ECOLO 51 add and social progress. In the same spirit, the EU fiscal framework and 
trade policy have to be amended to support 
the ecological and just transition.

23 MP 52 replace Uphold the rule of law and fundamental 
rights, increase transparency and fight 
corruption

Defend democracy: the rule of law, 
fundamental rights, transparency and fight 
anti-corruption

24 GGEP 56 add the rule of law and fundamental rights 
in all EU Member States

the rule of law, free press and fundamental 
rights in all EU Member States

25 ECOLO 57 add It also needs a system of political 
dialogue and swift intervention and 
support measures to media, civil 
society and, if necessary, adequate 
sanctions.

It also needs a system of political dialogue 
and swift intervention and support measures 
to independent and high-quality media, civil 
society and, if necessary, adequate sanctions.
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26 MP 58 replace Transparency of EU institutions for 

citizens is indisposable.
Transparency of EU institutions for citizens is 
indispensible.

Friendly amendment: expresses better 
what is meant

27 Cyprus 
Greens

60 - 
61

replace European funds most not be used to 
break European rules. Corruption must 
be fought with stern consequence.

European funds must not be used to break 
European rules. Corruption must be resolutely 
fought against.

Correct typo and improve 
understanding.

28 MP 61 replace Corruption must be fought with stern 
consequence.

Corruption must be fought with firmness and 
determination.

Friendly amendment: expresses better 
what is meant

29 MP 61 add Corruption must be fought with stern 
consequence.

Corruption must be fought with stern 
consequence. These values should also 
underlie all interactions between the EU and 
other countries.

We are very worried about what is 
happening in Brasil and other countries. 
The EU needs a coherent response.

30 ECOLO 63 add Europe needs to become a truly social 
union, fighting poverty and reducing 
inequality.

Europe needs to become a truly social union, 
empowering workers, fighting poverty and 
reducing inequality.

31 ECOLO 64 add The social promise of justice and 
inclusion for all citizens must be 
renewed. It must not fall victim to 
austerity policies.

The social promise of justice and inclusion for 
all citizens must be renewed. It must not fall 
victim to austerity policies or to greed of 
multination corporations and foreign 
investors.

32 Groen 65 - 
68

replace Fair pay, Union rights and decent 
working conditions must be secured. 
European framework legislation must 
enforce, through a minimum income 
directive passed by the next European 
Parliament, that member states 
guarantee their citizens a decent 
minimum income. Greens also fight for 
fairly paid sick leave and fair parental 
leave in all countries.

Adequate pay, Union rights and decent 
working conditions must be secured. 
European framework legislation must enforce, 
through a minimum income directive passed 
by the next European Parliament, that member 
states guarantee their citizens a decent 
minimum income. Greens also fight for 
adequately paid sick leave and adequate 
parental leave in all countries.

'Adequate' makes more clear that we 
want a high standard that is sufficient.
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33 MP 65 - 

67
add European framework legislation must 

enforce, through a minimum income 
directive passed by the next European 
Parliament, that member states 
guarantee their citizens a decent 
minimum income.

European framework legislation must enforce, 
through a minimum income directive passed 
by the next European Parliament, that member 
states guarantee their citizens a decent 
minimum income, if this is not secured by e.g. 
collective bargaining

It is unfortunate and will be impopular if 
the EU imposes a solution in Member 
States where there is already a sollution 
that works.

34 ECOLO 69 add We advocate for national experiments 
on universal basic income.

We advocate for working time reduction 
schemes and national experiments on 
universal basic income with the support of EU 
funds.

35 ECOLO 69 add universal basic income. The EU has to tackle the soaring phenomenon 
of on-demand jobs, zero-hour contrats to 
protect effectively these precarious workers.

36 Groen 
Links

74 replace legal and safe channels for migration. legal and safe channels for refugees seeking 
protection. In addition, Europe should 
consider how it can facilitate legal channels 
for labour mobility and migration.

We believe it is important to make a 
clear distinction between the urgent 
need to create ways so that refugees 
can seek protection without having to 
cross the Mediterranean, and the 
additional need for an EU agenda on 
(low and medium skilled) labour 
migration.

37 Groen 
Links

76 replace Children and families People More inclusive

38 MP 86 - 
87

replace Thousands die every year from fine 
dust and other air pollutants.

Thousands die every year from fine particles 
and other air pollutants.

Friendly amendment: expresses better 
what ia meant?
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39 EELV 88 - 

91
replace Chemicals, hormones, nitrate or micro 

plastic in our food chain pose many 
health dangers. Clean solutions have a 
fast-growing global market, providing 
jobs and income. Non-recyclable  
plastic, a particular concern, will be 
taxed or banned, sustainable 
alternatives developed and recycling 
targets increased. To preserve our 
valuable nature, we want to expand 
protected natural areas significantly so 
that  they cover key ecosystems. The 
EU needs a new environmental action 
programme. The EU should not finance 
harming the environment or 
biodiversity. Marine protected areas 
shall cover 20% of our seas.

The explosion of illnesses provoked by the 
environment and modern lifestyles is one of 
the  challenges the EU will have to face. 
Obesity and diabetes linked to junk food, 
respiratory problems caused by air pollution, 
cancers generated by endocrine disruptors,  
pesticides, addiction to drugs and alcohool, 
stress at work... our health is being 
endangered by our living conditions. The EU 
must address the roots of the problem, take 
initiatives,  act,  alert, inform,  strengthen the 
legal framework,  support the whistleblowers 
and thus help build a more just, more 
egalitarian, healthier world.

the actual text is far too technical and 
certainly does not "speak" to ordinary 
citizens. The priorities must be in a very 
direct, non scientific language.

40 ICV 91 add The EU needs a new environmental 
programme

The EU needs a new environmental 
programme, coupled with a zero waste-aiming 
circular economy.

41 GGEP 92 add Marine protected areas shall cover 20% 
of our seas.

Marine protected areas shall cover 20% of our 
seas including effective conservation 
measures

declaring protected areas is not 
sufficient as economic activities are 
allowed. we need conservation 
measures

42 MP 92 add Marine protected areas shall cover 20% 
of our seas.

Marine protected areas shall cover 20% of our 
seas and include restrictions against harmful 
fishing activities.

Fisheries ministers have been too 
reluctant to regulate fishing in protected 
areas.
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43 Groen 

Links
95 replace -Glyphosate-Pesticide- -Pesticide-Fertiliser- Removes an unnecessary duplication: 

glyphosate is a pesticide. The 
widespread use of industrial fertilisers 
leads to eutrophication in rivers and 
lakes and dead zones in seas. On our 
way towards a carbon-neutral circular 
economy, we must phase out the use of 
non-organic fertilisers.

44 Groen 95 replace European taxpayer’s money shall in the 
future only support healthy food 
production for European citizens 
instead of subsidising the GMO-
Glyphosate-Pesticide-Monocultures-
Industry.

European taxpayer’s money shall in the future 
only support healthy food production for 
European citizens instead of subsidising the 
agro-industry that destroys our soils and 
monopolizes food production.

The term 'GMO-Glyphosate-Pesticide-
Monocultures-Industry' is not a proper 
word, and it misses the mark. There's a 
lot of big agro in Europe that doesn't 
deserve to be subsidized in our view, 
but which doesn't make use of GMO's, 
glyphosates and what not. The 
description in the amendment 
encompasses a broader yet more 
accurate picture of what we stand for 
than the GMO-glyphosate-... trope.

45 GGEP 98 add invest in animal welfare, protect 
biodiversity

invest in animal welfare, protect biodiversity, 
create jobs

46 GGEP 99 delete vital

47 MP 99 add How much farmers benefit from 
Europe’s agricultural policies should 
depend on how much they protect the 
climate, protect water, invest in animal 
welfare, protect biodiversity and refrain 
from using GMOs.

How much farmers benefit from Europe’s 
agricultural policies should depend on how 
much they protect the climate, protect water, 
invest in animal welfare, protect biodiversity 
and refrain from using GMOs. 
The reformed agricultural policy should allow 
Member States to protect or compensate 
farmers who meet higher standards than 
competitors in other countries inside or 
outside the EU.

Member States should be able to 
impose higher standards for e.g. 
pesticide use, biodiversity or use of 
antibiotics than the EU floor. If this is 
not to harm domestic agriculture, 
farmers need to be compensated for 
higher production costs.
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48 GGEP 100 replace Greens stand for friendly coexistence 

with our farm animals
Greens stand for animal welfare for farm 
animals

49 Groen 
Links

102 replace Guarantee free education, fairly paid 
internships, and access
to good jobs for young people

Erasmus for all, access to good jobs and fairly 
paid internships for for young people

We would favour a different wording for 
the youth priority to better reflect EU 
competences in this field. It is too easy 
for our political opponents to attack us 
if we promise that Europe will 
guarantee "free education".

50 ICV 103 add possible conditions for doing so ...and the right to youth emancipation selfexplanatory
51 FYEG 105 add We believe the introduction of minimum 

income in Member States and experiments on 
basic income can create a solid foundation for 
guaranteeing better social security for young 
people.

52 ECOLO 106 delete The EU funding for student exchange, 
such as the Erasmus programme and 
other forms of transborder learning for 
young people should be multiplied 
tenfold to benefit everyone.

The EU funding for student exchange, such as 
the Erasmus programme and other forms of 
transborder learning should be multiplied 
tenfold to benefit everyone.

Remove "for young people" to be 
consistent with the demand that it 
should benefit "everyone"

53 FYEG 107 - 
108

delete Sufficient funding for the European 
Solidarity Corps ought to give young 
people the chance to develop their own 
volunteering projects. 

delete as a place compensation for the 
amendment in line 105

54 Groen 
Links

109 add The EU should encourage member states to 
invest more in education.
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55 Groen 110 - 

117
replace 10) Make everybody pay their fair share 

in taxes because corporate tax evasion 
undermines democracy
Our societies are becoming 
increasingly divided. Unfair taxation 
contributes to inequality. Growing 
inequality, unfettered lobbies and 
corruption pose great dangers for 
democracy. We will develop tax 
regimes that do not continue to 
privilege big corporations and wealthy 
individuals. Greens have fought hard in 
the European Parliament for more tax 
justice. We will continue to crack down 
hard on tax havens, tax fraud, tax 
evasion and money laundering. It is 
unacceptable that big Internet 
platforms pay almost no taxes at all. 
Greens stand against unfair tax 
competition between member 
countries that disrupts public budgets 
everywhere, while international 
corporations avoid shouldering their 
share of the burden.

10) Tax justice now: end tax evasion and 
corporate tax avoidance undermining our 
democracy
Unfair taxation contributes to growing 
inequality, unfettered lobbies and outright 
corruption. These are increasingly dividing our 
societies and endangering our democracy. 
The Greens will develop tax regimes that do 
not continue to privilege big multinational 
corporations and wealthy individuals. We have 
fought hard in the European Parliament for 
more tax justice. We will continue to crack 
down hard on tax havens, evasion and 
avoidance, and also money laundering. Greens 
stand against unfair tax competition between 
member countries that disrupts public 
budgets everywhere. Multinational 
corporations, such as the big Internet 
platforms that pay almost no taxes at all,  and 
wealthy individuals should shoulder their 
share of the burden.

It is not “everybody” that are not paying 
their fair share of taxes, it is a relatively 
small group of wealthy individuals and 
large multinational corporations. The 
title should focus on this problem and 
on action, while also avoiding that this 
comes across as a general tax 
increase. Hence the rephrasing of the 
paragraph title.
By mentioning “tax havens, tax fraud, 
tax evasion and money laundering”, this 
paragraph makes inconsistent use of 
the terms tax evasion (or fraud) and 
seems to ignore tax avoidance, which is 
also inconsistent with the proposals in 
the manifesto.
Tax evasion (generally accepted to be a 
synonym for tax fraud) can be defined 
as an “illegal activity that results in not 
paying or under-paying taxes”. Tax 
avoidance is a term to describe “the 
legal means by which businesses or 
individuals use tax laws to lower their 
tax liability”, e.g. a multinational 
company using profit shifting to legally 
minimize corporate tax liability. Hence, 
the sentence should read: “We will 
continue to crack down hard on tax 
havens, evasion and avoidance, and 
also money laundering.”
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The two first sentences are too 
repetitive, e.g. mentioning inequality 
twice within three words, they can easily 
be rephrased as proposed.
Rephrasing the last sentence also 
makes the text clearer and more 
consistent with the manifesto, by using 
big internet as an example and by 
including also wealthy individuals 
because of the harm they do by 
avoiding or evading taxes.

56 Groen 114 - 
115

replace We will continue to crack down hard on 
tax havens, tax fraud, tax evasion and 
money laundering

We will continue to crack down tax havens, tax 
evasion, tax avoidance and money laundering.

57 GGEP 118 - 
188

replace 11) Fight for women’s rights, for sexual 
health and against gender-based 
discrimination and violence

11) For a Feminist Europe

58 FYEG 118 replace sexual health sexual and reproductive health and rights

59 ICV 118 replace sexual health sexual health and rights clarification

60 Groen 
Links

118 add sexual health and rights Ensures the heading reflects the 
paragraph more adequately

61 EELV 118 replace 11) Fight for women’s rights, for sexual 
health and against gender-based 
discrimination and violence

11) Fight for equal rights for all, for sexual 
health and against gender-based 
discrimination and violence

As ecologists it seems rather awkward 
to address thus different categories of 
citizens. ALL are entitled to equal rights.

62 FYEG 120 add including making contraception free 
and accessible for all.

including making contraception AND 
ABORTION free and accessible for all.
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63 EELV 120 replace We want to strengthen sexual and 

reproductive health and  rights, 
including making contraception free 
and accessible for all.

We want the right to abortion to be included in 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU. 
We want to make contraception free and 
accessible for all.

At the moment there is a real "aborion 
tourism" whereby women go from 
member state to member state to get 
an abortion, as their rights to it are more 
and more limited and threatened.  If we 
Greens don't demand it, who will ?

64 ECOLO 122 add We are determined to secure equal pay 
for equal work.

We are determined to secure equal pay for 
equal work and a more gender-balance 
composition of power structures.

65 Groen 
Links

122 - 
123

replace We are determined to secure equal pay 
for equal work. All European countries 
must implement the Istanbul 
Convention as a matter of priority.

All European countries must implement the 
Istanbul convention as a matter of priority. We 
are determined to secure equal pay for equal 
work.

Switching the sentences makes it 
clearer that the Istanbul Convention is 
on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence.

66 ECOLO 123 - 
124

delete We also want all policies and services 
to recognise the true diversity of 
Europeans

Delete sentence Not clear what this sentence means. 
Too vague.

67 Groen 124 add We also want all policies and services 
to recognise the true diversity of 
Europeans.

We also want all policies and services to 
recognise the true diversity of Europeans, and 
to tackle and prevent all forms of 
discrimination and violence including LGBTQI 
phobia and racism. We make the fight for the 
rights of minorities and women a joint fight.

68 Groen 
Links

125 add Refuse arms exports to dictators and 
states at war

and foster development Ensures the heading reflects the 
paragraph more adequately
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69 EELV 125 delete 12) Refuse arms exports to dictators 

and states at war
12) Refuse arms exports The states can become "at war" or 

"ruled by dictators" the day after we 
export arms. We cannot have weapons 
being spread around the world. For the 
SIPRI (the Sockhom Internation Peace 
Research Institute) Qatar has bought 
somme 166% more arms in 2017 than 
in 2013. Only as defense against a 
Saudi Arabia attack?   Definition of 
dictators is ambiguous, depending on 
political opinions open to the wind of 
the day Khadafi was a, ally, as was 
Assad,  untill the invasions… Moreover 
EU member states sell to numerous 
shady clients, public and private.

Yesterday Saoudi Arabia all right, after 
invasion of Yemen condemned, while it 
is using at the start of the war arms 
bought before…

70 Groen 126 replace Europe must not seek profits from 
unscrupulous exports of arms and 
surveillance technologies to dictators 
or states at war. Stringent export 
guidelines should be strictly imposed.

The European Union started out as a peace 
project.To maintain peace, Europe needs a 
common security and defence policy, by 
pooling and sharing resources as well as 
coordinating the efforts of member states at 
the European level.

Though we of course support refusing 
arms deal with dictators and states of 
war , we don't think this is the key 
message or very 'novel'. It is plain EU 
arms legislation that should just be 
implemented. We think a big part of the 
debate right now on security and 
geopolitics asks for a clear position on 
a common security and defence policy.

71 Groen 
Links

127 move Europe should increase its 
development cooperation funding to 
reach 0.7% of GDP and raise its funding 
for civil conflict prevention, resolution 
and moderation instead of reducing it.

Move this sentence to line 130 (after 
"...military means").

Arms exports and development 
cooperation are not always necessarily 
linked. The need to increase 
development cooperation exists 
alongside the need to impose arms 
export guidelines, not because of it. 
Changing the order of these sentences 
makes this clearer.
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72 Groen 

Links
128 add 0,7% at least We consider the target of 0,7% an 

absolute minimum

73 Groen 
Links

129 add Stability and development cannot be 
guaranteed through military means

only Military missions, such as EUFOR 
Althea in Bosnia and Herzegovina, can 
make an indispensable contribution to 
stability. Line 514 of the draft Manifesto 
recognises the link between military 
capabilities and stability: “To maintain 
peace, Europe also needs a common 
security and defence policy.

74 Groen 
Links

137 replace Let us combine radical analysis with 
visionary goals and a pragmatic 
approach.

Let us combine visionary goals with a 
pragmatic approach.

Shorter

75 ECOLO 143 delete Greens promise to elect a 
Spitzenkandidat from the
European election as president of the 
next European Commission that is 
willing to share these pursuits.

Delete sentence This sentence is not very clear and not 
indispensable

76 GGEP 143 replace Greens promise to elect a 
Spitzenkandidat from the European 
election

Greens promise to elect a leading candidate in 
the European election

77 ICV 143 add Parliament. And contribute to extend the commitment of 
pluralistic and democratic forces to isolate 
and not normalise the far-right, avoiding 
collaborations and mainstriming their agenda.

Need to mention of of the challenges 
and concerns for the next election.


