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 2	
European forest protection 3	
 4	
Tabled by: the Partija Zelenykh Ukrainy (Ukraine) 5	
 6	
 7	
Introduction 8	
Forest is a powerful natural factor that positively affects the climate, soil and the conditions 9	
for the formation of surface run-off. Rational use of forest resources is a prerequisite for the 10	
preservation and sustainable development of natural resource potential in Europe.  …. 11	
 12	
Body text: 	13	
Over the last 50 years, 70% of the world’s forests have been destroyed. Every year, 14 million 14	
hectares of forest are lost. 15	
 16	
Large-scale deforestation means more than just the loss of greenery. It is a global factor in 17	
climate change and the loss of biological and landscape diversity, and causes the degradation 18	
and destruction of ecosystems, affects the level of underground and surface waters, activates 19	
soil erosion processes, desertification, etc. 20	
 21	
Deforestation is an extremely acute problem for Europe, which is rapidly losing its natural 22	
heritage. The causes include the irresponsibility of business, greed and corruption, and 23	
dominance in the forest industry of different countries with anti-ecological economic 24	
approaches of the industrial age. 25	
 26	
A striking example of ignoring the foundations of sustainable development is the destruction 27	
of the Białowieża Forest, which has been carried out neglecting European environmental 28	
norms. 29	
 30	
Of particular importance is the loss of forests in Central Europe, in the Carpathians, where, to 31	
date, the ancient forest has been partially preserved. However, in this region in recent years 32	
logging has been particularly intensive. 33	
 34	
We, the European Greens, require unconditional compliance with the principles of sustainable 35	
forest management, including minimising timber harvesting and maximising the rational use 36	
of wood. 37	
 38	
We appeal to the European Commission to implement the European Forest Recovery 39	
Programme, which will extend to both EU countries and the Association Agreements states. 40	
Further delay in the introduction of measures mentioned will have catastrophic consequences 41	
for the environment. 42	
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