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 1	  
 2	  
On the European Greens to strengthen relations with the Joint List in 3	  
the Israeli Knesset 4	  
  5	  
 6	  
We, European Greens, express our solidarity with the three Arab Palestinian Israeli lawmakers who were 7	  
suspended on 8 February 2016 by the Knesset’s ethics committee from all Knesset activities except voting 8	  
(two for a period of four months and one for two months), following a visit they had with bereaved 9	  
families in East-Jerusalem as part of their political work. Greens are strong defenders of the right of 10	  
democratically elected members of parliament all over the world. As the Arab Palestinian minority in 11	  
Israel could play an important role in achieving lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians, respecting 12	  
the rights of their Members of Knesset is of particular importance.   13	  
 14	  
On September 2015 Greens/EFA in the European Parliament called on the European External Action 15	  
Service (EEAS) to significantly step up their support to and engagement with minorities in Israel and to 16	  
support their efforts to achieve better political, economic and social participation. On October 2015 17	  
Greens/EFA called the EU to reach out to the Arab minority in Israel, which is 'critical for a peaceful and 18	  
democratic future for Israel and Palestine', and urged the EU representatives 'to stop ignoring the Arab 19	  
community in Israel and to engage with them, notably the Joint List in the Israeli Knesset.'  20	  
 21	  
In the spirit of these calls and in view of the current aggressive prosecution campaign against the 22	  
parliamentarians of the Joint List, we call upon the EGP Committee to send a delegation to Israel, in 23	  
consultation with the Joint List, in order to evaluate the situation of these parliamentarians and to discuss 24	  
how to strengthen the relations between the European Greens and the Joint List in the Israeli Knesset. 25	  


