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 1	

Scotland, Northern Ireland and Gibraltar in the European Union 2	
 3	
The European Green Party, assembled in December 2016 in Glasgow, Scotland, recognising that: 4	

• At the referendum on membership of the European Union held on 23rd June 2016 a clear majority 5	
of the Scottish (62%), Northern Irish (56%) and Gibraltarian (96%) electorates voted to remain in 6	
the EU; 7	

• This majority would have been still bigger were non-UK EU citizens residing in the UK allowed to 8	
vote; 9	

• Every local authority area inside Scotland voted to remain in the European Union, with 11 of the 10	
18 in Northern Ireland voting to remain;  11	

• This vote places the Scottish, Northern Irish and Gibraltarian people at clear odds with the 12	
majority of those in England and Wales who voted to leave the European Union; 13	

• Due to relative population size this means the Scots, Northern Irish and Gibraltarians would be 14	
dragged out of the European Union against their will. 15	

 16	
Concluding that: 17	

• “Brexit” is of great concern to us as Greens. It is fuelled in significant part by xenophobia, and 18	
gives credence to that attitude in return; 19	

• The “Leave” Campaign, even where appealing to values such as sovereignty and national control 20	
of policy-making and finances, made its case based on a number of highly misleading claims; 21	

• Our member parties believe a decentralised and genuinely democratic EU is the best way to 22	
guarantee environmental progress and social justice across our continent;  23	

• The Green parties in Scotland and Northern Ireland consider that the people in their jurisdictions 24	
have given a clear mandate to their representatives to stay in the European Union, and are 25	
therefore determined to find a way to allow Scotland and Northern Ireland to remain part of the 26	
EU as members even if other constituent parts of the United Kingdom pursue the path of Brexit; 27	

• As Greens we support people across the UK who wish to see a post-Brexit United Kingdom part 28	
of a common European travel area and single market. 29	

 30	
EGP resolves that: 31	
All options will be explored to ensure Scotland, Northern Ireland and Gibraltar and their peoples 32	
can retain their membership of the European Union, and calls on the government of the United Kingdom 33	
to include the devolved administrations directly in negotiations. 34	


