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Nr. Party Line(s) Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment

1 Vihreät 
De Gröna

2 replace Time for the EU to become 
more transparent!

Time for the EU Council to become more 
transparent!

It is indeed time to make the whole EU 
more transparent! As this resolution 
focuses only on the Council, so that 
could be mentioned already in the title?

2 GGEP 8 - 9 replace The EU has a real problem 
with lack of transparency, 
and the Greens have long 
been fighting to change this.

While the EU institutions are more 
transparent, accountable and cleaner than 
most other political institutions on national 
or regional levels in Europe, the EU still has 
a problem with lack of transparency, and the 
Greens have long been fighting to change 
this.

EU institutions are already more 
transparent than many national 
governments. The first sentence of the 
resolution could therefore be more 
balanced.
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3 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

8-11 replace The EU has a real problem 
with lack of transparency, 
and the Greens have long 
been fighting to change this. 
Things have improved in 
some areas but there is still 
plenty to do. One of the 
biggest problems with 
democracy in the EU is the 
lack of transparency and 
accountability of the Council 
as co-legislator. While the 
European Parliament 
debates and decides in 
public, the

The EU treaties guarantee the right of public 
access to documents and EU institutions 
are more transparent than many national 
governments and parliaments, yet not all 
institutions live up to their legal obligations 
and citizens tend to perceive EU institutions 
as more distant than other levels of 
government. The Greens have long been 
fighting for more transparency. We have to 
step up this fight now that anti-EU populists 
exploit those weaknesses to blame the EU 
for all evils. One of the biggest problems 
with democracy in the EU is the lack of 
transparency and accountability of national 
governments assembling in the Council as 
co-legislator. While the European 
Commission broadly consults the public for 
drafting legislation, and the European 
Parliament debates and decides in public, 
including its committee meetings, the

4 Vihreät 
De Gröna

18 - 19 replace This means that the public, 
national parliamentarians 
and Members of the 
European Parliament are 
kept in the dark and have to 
be content with rumours and 
leaks.

This means that the public, Members of the 
European Parliament and sometimes even 
national parlamentarians are kept in the 
dark with regard to their respective 
governments’ position, and have to be 
content with rumours and leaks.

Some Member States have functioning 
scrutiny and reporting mechanisms 
between the government and the 
national parliament (including the 
opposition). Therefore it could be 
reflected in the resolution that while 
some national parliamentarians are 
kept in the dark, this fortunately is not 
always the case.
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5 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

18 add National government representatives in the 
Council Working Groups not only exclude the 
public but even most national 
parliamentarians from their discussions. 
Therefore, most national parliamentarians 
can hardly control their government when 
they decide on EU laws.

Add directly after Body text. Becomes 
the new beginning of the paragraph.

6 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

20 - 22 replace a good substitute for 
transparency – they are 
often selective, so a 
favoured lobby organisation 
that enjoys good relations 
with a government will get 
hold of a proposal before 
elected representatives do.

a good substitute for transparency – they 
are often selective, and therefore favour 
lobby organisations close to a government 
and rich enough to employ more Brussels 
representatives. Often times, lobbyists of 
strong interest groups will get hold of 
legislative documents before elected 
representatives or lobbyists of weaker 
interest groups do.

changes start only after "– they are 
often selective,"

7 EELV 22 add Leaks are not a good 
substitute for transparency 
– they are often selective, 
so a favoured lobby 
organisation that enjoys 
good relations with a 
government will get hold of 
a proposal before elected 
representatives do.

Leaks are not a good substitute for 
transparency – they are often selective, so a 
favoured lobby organisation that enjoys good 
relations with a government will get hold of 
a proposal before elected  representatives 
do. Thus the Greens demand the publication 
of the discussions in order to inform the EU 
citizens. Furthermore it would be beneficial 
for the transparency to invite as observers a 
couple of EP members to these Council 
Working Groups.

Self explanatory
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8 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

32 add Individual ministers and Parties would be 
hold accountable. Blaming the "EU" or 
"Brussels" would become less easy as 
bureaucrats would have to face public 
srcutiny.

9 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

35 add The Ombudsman conducted 
a detailed inquiry

The Ombudsman, Emily O’Reilly, conducted 
a detailed inquiry

10 37 add The Ombudsman conducted 
a detailed inquiry and 
concluded that the lack of 
transparency in the Council 
undermines citizens’ rights 
to hold their elected 
representatives to account 
and constitutes 
maladministration.

The Ombudsman conducted a detailed 
inquiry  and concluded that the lack of 
transparency in the Council undermines 
citizens’ rights to hold  their elected 
representatives to account and constitutes 
maladministration.This is confirmed by the 
conclusions of the ombudsman ’s report, 
stating amongst other  points, that the 
opacity of the Council is responsible for the 
inadequate administration. The Greens 
await with interest the Council’s reaction to 
this severe report.

Self explanatory

11 Vihreät 
De Gröna

42 - 43 replace However, these regulations 
should not be used as an 
excuse for not adhering to 
the law.

However, these exceptions should not be 
used as an excuse for not adhering to the 
law.

Transparency Regulation is the law when it 
comes to access to documents. This 
regulation contains, however, exceptions to 
the public access and often these exceptions 
are interpreted very broadly, ie. instead of a 
case-by-case analysis, they are considered as 
blanket exceptions and used to categorically 
exclude certain type of documents (this was 
the case with trilogue documents, for 
example).
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12 EELV 54 add The Ombudsman proposes 
that the Council should 
systematically record the 
identity of  Member States 
taking positions during 
discussions on draft 
legislation and make these 
proactively available to the 
public in  a timely manner.

The Ombudsman proposes that the Council 
should systematically record the identity of  
Member States taking positions during 
discussions on draft legislation and make 
these proactively available to the public in  a 
timely manner. For their part  the Greens 
ask  the Council  to make every decision 
public immediately after the conclusion of 
the discussions.

The Council has to make  the 
conclusions public, where the proposed 
text is leaving room for appreciation & 
decison making to the Council: 
proactively meaning the citizen has to 
ask for them, and will receive the 
answer if and when the council 
pleases:  timely manner is too vague

13 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

59 add We welcome the judgement by the EU’s 
General court of 22 March 2018 in the case 
de Capitani vs Parliament that citizens have 
the right to access Trilogue meeting 
documents including intermediary 
compromises even while the negotations 
are ongoing. We urge the European 
institutions to implement this judgement 
immediately.



Amendments to draft resolution "Time for the EU to become more transparent"
28th EGP Council, Antwerp, 18-20 May 2018 6

Nr. Party Line(s) Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment

14 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

60 add We want to close important loopholes of 
transparency in EU-decision making. 
Informal bodies, in particular the Eurogroup, 
should become fully transparent and be 
submitted to the Council’s rules of 
procedure. Transparency needs proper 
voting procedures, publication of minutes 
and results. For the same reasons, 
intergovernmental structures such as the 
European Stability Mechanism (ESM) must 
be deeply reformed and fully integrated into 
EU law and become fully accountable to the 
Parliament.

15 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

63 - 64 replace 1. We call for the Council to 
systematically record the 
identities of Member States 
expressing positions in 
preparatory bodies.

1. We call for the Council to systematically 
record the positions each Member State 
takes in preparatory bodies such as Council 
Working Groups.

16 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

70 add 4. We call on the EU institutions and national 
governments to fully apply the EU’s General 
court judgment de Capitani v Parliament of 
22 March 2018 and to publish all legislative 
documents including those from Trilogues 
pro-actively.


