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 1 
Tabled by the Scottish Green Party 2 
Supported by the Green Party of England and Wales 3 
 4 
Actively campaign for all governments to sign and ratify the UN Treaty 5 
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) through a Europe-wide 6 
alignment campaign 7 
 8 
 9 
The Scottish Green CND Network has joined the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 10 
Weapons (ICAN) pan-Europe group working collectively with European partners to achieve 11 
support for the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). To further the 12 
longstanding support for the Treaty, we call on European Green Party to campaign for all 13 
governments to sign & ratify the TPNW by increasing the pressure on states by campaigning 14 
locally for municipal and regional governments to align to the Treaty. 15 
 16 
In line with our longstanding support for the UN 2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 17 
Weapons (TPNW) expressed through the Global Greens since 2016, even before its adoption, 18 
European Greens resolve to work together to encourage all governments to sign and ratify the 19 
Treaty. In those member states that have a nuclear weapons policy, we will especially work to 20 
urge their Governments to commit to attending any first meeting of state parties that follows 21 
entry into force of the TPNW in an observer capacity. 22 
 23 
Therefore, the European Green Party demands:  24 
 25 

1. That the European Green Party supports members to work locally with individuals, 26 
groups and legislative bodies to align themselves with the requirements of the TPNW 27 
and maintain a record of alignments. 28 

 29 
2. That European Green Party urges all Governments to join the TPNW at all levels of 30 

municipal and regional government in line with the ICAN Cities appeal. 31 
 32 

3. That in any state which has a nuclear weapons policy, European Green Party members 33 
urge their government attend any first meeting of state parties that follows entry into 34 
force of the TPNW in an observer capacity. 35 

 36 
 37 
Background  38 
 39 
About the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) 40 
 41 
On 7 July 2017 – following a decade of advocacy by International Campaign to Abolish 42 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) and its partners – an overwhelming majority of the world’s nations 43 
adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) at the UN in New York. It 44 
will enter into legal force once 50 nations have signed and ratified it. 45 
There are currently 79 signatories and 32 states parties. 46 
 47 
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Until the Treaty was negotiated, nuclear were the only weapons of mass destruction not 48 
subject to a comprehensive ban, despite their catastrophic, widespread and persistent 49 
humanitarian and environmental consequences. The negotiating conferences included 50 
representation from non nuclear weapons UN Member States, and heard presentations from 51 
scientists and medical experts, as well as people who had been directly affected by weapons 52 
or tests, and other UN accredited civil society organisations. 53 
When it enters into force it will be binding on its member states. 54 
 55 
The Treaty prohibits: 56 

• developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, transferring, possessing, stockpiling, 57 
using or threatening to use nuclear weapons; 58 

• allowing nuclear weapons to be stationed on member states’ territory; 59 
• assisting, encouraging or inducing anyone to engage in any of these activities. 60 

Positive obligations include 61 
• providing assistance to all victims of the use and testing of nuclear weapons; 62 
• taking measures for the remediation of contaminated environments. 63 

 64 
It is the first nuclear weapons treaty to recognise the disproportionate nuclear weapons 65 
impact on women, girls and indigenous people.  66 
 67 
States which hold nuclear weapons will be eligible to join if they agree to destroy them in 68 
accordance with a legally binding, time-bound plan. States that are not members and civil 69 
society, along with relevant entities of the United Nations system, and relevant non-70 
governmental organizations, shall be invited to attend the meetings of States Parties and the 71 
review conferences as observers. 72 
 73 
At this point, nuclear armed states (4.6% of UN member states) and states who endorse their 74 
position (15.2%) are unwilling to engage with the TPNW. 75 
 76 
About the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) 77 
 78 
The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) is a coalition of non-79 
governmental organizations in one hundred countries promoting adherence to and 80 
implementation of the United Nations nuclear weapon ban treaty. 81 
 82 
More information on the ICAN Cities appeal can be found here: http://nuclearban.org/cities 83 
 84 
ICAN was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 for its ground breaking efforts to achieve 85 
the TPNW. Global Greens passed a resolution in 2015 to support that work, and Greens 86 
(nationally and internationally) have passed numerous supportive resolutions since. 87 


