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№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
1 EELV 2 replace On Cyprus: It’s now or never Cyprus: this winter must be the

moment of content
in politics it is rarely "never" plus we must
take into account the actual negotiations.
This is also a reference to Shakespeare.

2 Cyprus Green
Party

2 replace It’s now or never Support the opportunity for lasting
peace

One of the main reasons that the so called
‘Annan Plan’ failed, were the strangulating
deadlines and the pressure to reach
agreement by a certain date. This was
counterproductive and created the feeling
that the process was driven by external
factors, and was not Cypriot- led. It needs
be born in mind that we have a long-drawn
process of negotiations of a very complex
international problem, with possible set-
backs and slowing down factors along the
way. The words ‘now or never’ create a
feeling of ultimatum on Cypriots, are
counterproductive to the negotiations and
may lead to wrong impressions regarding
the role of (and potential pressure by)
external factors.

Amendments to draft resolution on Cyprus : It's now or never
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3 EELV 5-7 replace Since Cyprus’ accession to the

EU, the process of the
reunification of the island has
been in a stalemate.

By rushing Cyprus' accession to the EU
before the end of the so-called Annan
plan in 2004, the EU has sabotaged the
reunification of the island and the
process has been a stalemate ever since. 

By lifting in 1999 the condition of
reunification of the island as a prerequisite
to a EU adhesion, the EU has suddenly put
both negotiating parties on completely
unequal grounds. While the Greek
speakers have seen their economy flourish
thanks to access to the European market,
the Turkish speakers cannot even travel
abroad because their passports are not
recognised anywhere. The EU membership,
de facto, has undermined, all incentives for
the Greek speakers to see the island
reunified
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4 EELV 6-10 replace Therefore, we welcome the

decision of the two parties to
resume the negotiations on a
comprehensive settlement for
the reunification of Cyprus
after the failure of the so-
called Annan plan in 2004.  We  
appreciate the constructive
approach of the leaders of the
two negotiating parties and the 
progress made so far with
regard to governance,
properties, territory and
security, even if still a lot
remains to be decided notably
on territorial issues.

Though the European Greens welcome
the decision of the two parties to have
resumed the discussions from
November 7th to 11th 2016 in
Switzerland, and again 20 & 21st
November 2016, the two parties have
not reached an agreement. The
negotiations have  stumbled in particular 
on the number of refugees on both
sides. it is not sure that a planned
meeting between Greek and Turk MP's
at the beginning of December will brake
the deadlock.

The proposed text has been updated.
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5 Cyprus Green

Party
9 delete … with regard to governance,

properties, territory and
security…

Referencing the chapters where
progress/convergences was achieved
complicates the text, and this specific
reference is factually incorrect: The
current round of negotiations has led to
intensified talks between the President of
the Republic of Cyprus Mr. Anastasiades
and the Turkish Cypriot leader Mr. Mustafa
Akkintzi. It has been agreed that the talks
will centre on the following chapters: (i)
Governance and Power-Sharing, (ii)
European Union Matters (iii) Economy, (iv)
Aliens, Immigration, Asylym and
Citizenship, (v) Property, (vi) Territory and
(vii) Security and Guarantees. Certain
convergences have been achieved on
Governance and Power-Sharing, European
Union Matters, Economy and Aliens,
Immigration and Citizenship. Serious areas
of disagreement still remain on the chapter
of Property. Talks in relation to the issue of 
territory did not result to convergences
and ended in a stalemate on 21 November
2016. The issue of Security and
Guarantees has not been discussed as yet.
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6 Cyprus Green

Party
10 delete … notably on territorial issues Referencing chapters where

progress/convergences has not been
achieved complicates the text, and this
specific reference is factually incorrect:
The current round of negotiations has led
to intensified talks between the President
of the Republic of Cyprus Mr. Anastasiades
and the Turkish Cypriot leader Mr. Mustafa
Akkintzi. It has been agreed that the talks
will centre on the following chapters: (i)
Governance and Power-Sharing, (ii)
European Union Matters (iii) Economy, (iv)
Aliens, Immigration, Asylym and
Citizenship, (v) Property, (vi) Territory and
(vii) Security and Guarantees. Certain
convergences have been achieved on
Governance and Power-Sharing, European
Union Matters, Economy and Aliens,
Immigration and Citizenship. Serious areas
of disagreement still remain on the chapter
of Property. Talks in relation to the issue of 
territory did not result to convergences
and ended in a stalemate on 21 November
2016. The issue of Security and
Guarantees has not been discussed as yet.
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7 Cyprus Green

Party
12 replace … again miss the … … miss this ... The word ‘again’ implies, or may be

interpreted to mean that, the so-called
‘Annan plan’ was a real opportunity that
was missed. This was not so: it was
seriously lopsided and led to unjust results
which rendered a possible solution based
on the Annan plan, non-sustainable.

8 EELV 12-15 delete and 
replace

The European Greens
therefore urge both sides  not 
to again miss the
historic opportunity and
to step up efforts with the 
vision of overcoming the
remaining open questions  and 
reaching an agreement
possibly before the end
of this year in order to
submit the accord to a
referendum in the
begining of 2017.

The European Greens therefore urge
both sides to step up efforts to
resume the discussions as soon
as possible with the vision of
overcoming the remaining open
questions.

The negotiations have failed thus
mentioning a referendum seem premature
and are we not wizened by the Brexit
referendum?



Page 7 | Amendments submitted to Draft Resolution on Cyprus 
European Green Party, Glasgow, United Kingdom, 25th Council  – 2-4 December 2016

№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
9 Cyprus Green

Party
14 replace … at the beginning of ... … in … It is our sincere hope that an agreement is

reached the soonest possible, despite the
recent set-back. However, even if an
agreement is reached by the end of 2016,
adequate time should be provided to the
citizens to peruse the plan and make an
informed decision at a referendum. This is a 
very complex, multi-dimensional problem.
What will be at stake at a potential
referendum will not be the ratification of an 
agreement for the next few months or
years, but of an agreement that will
determine, and define the future of this
generation, and the generations to come in
Cyprus.
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10 Cyprus Green

Party
15 replace … foreseen five-party talks

involving the three guarantor
powers ...

… envisaged multi-party talks involving
the three guarantor powers, the
Republic of Cyprus and, desirably, the
European Union ...

Talks in relation to the Security and
Guarantees chapter of the Cyprus problem
are envisaged – they cannot be foreseen,
especially after the recent set-back.
Further, the Republic of Cyprus was a
member Party to the negotiations that led
to the anachronistic regime of guarantees
in 1959 – 1960. In order to be allowed
independence from the colonial power, the
Republic of Cyprus had to guarantee the
safety and security of the British military
bases that remain on the island to-date.
Therefore, the Republic of Cyprus should
be a member party to the talks now as
well. Further, since Cyprus is a member-
state of the European Union, we consider it 
essential that the EU participates to these
talks. According to established principles,
the external borders of the European
Union are the borders of its Member-
States.
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11 Ecologist 

Greens
15-17 replace … and we call the foreseen

five-party talks involving the
three guarantor powers to be
convened as soon as possible
in order to consolidate the
progress so far achieved and
provide the basis for the
implementation of the
settlement.

We consider important for the solution
of Cyprus problem the common
position of the involved parties for the
abolition of the imposed guarantor
powers regime, in order to avoid an
institutional intervention pretext of
citizenship states inside of the sovereign
state of the Cyprus Republic.

12 Cyprus Green
Party

16 replace ... consolidate the progress so
far achieved and ...

… also reach agreement on the issue of
security and guarantees and thus…

This is a Cypriot-led negotiation process. It
is fundamental to remain so. All internal
aspects of the Cyprus problem should be
discussed, negotiated and decided between
the Greek-Cypriots and the Turkish
Cypriots. According to agreed procedures
between the two sides, when sufficient
progress has been achieved in all internal
aspects/chapters of the Cyprus problem,
then the multi-party talks will take place, to
deal exclusively with the chapter of security 
and guarantees, which has international
dimensions.

13 Cyprus Green
Party

21 add We also call upon the leaders of the
Turkish Cypriot community to intensify
preparations for the full adoption of the
European acquis with the ratification of
a settlement on a future referendum.

The alignment of the Turkish Cypriot
community with the European acquis is of
great importance for the implementation of
an agreed settlement.
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14 EELV 21 add at the

end of the
paragraph

The Greens are extremely disappointed
that the European diplomacy and
especially its top representative Federica 
Mogherini was not present during the
round of discussions in Switzerland. It is
an embarrassment for the EU to have
borders which are ill-defined and under
UN mandate. This situation has lasted
for 12 years and it is undermining the
credibility of the EU in international
institutions, it penalises its means of
pressure on Turkey, feeds nationalism in 
Cyprus, Greece and Turkey, and
prevents a normal functioning of
European Institutions such as European
structural funds. The situation is not
only a problem for Cyprus, it is a
problem of the European Union and
should be treated as such.

Self explanatory and coherent with the
position of the Greens concerning the
weight to be given to the EU institutions.

15 Ecologist 
Greens

25 add In this framework we consider that the
solution of Ammochostos (Famagusta)
problem is necessary and we recall the
proposal of the European Greens for
the declaration of the city as a model
Mediterranean eco-green city under EU
supervision,
as a common pursuit of the Greek and
Turkish side.
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16 Cyprus Green

Party
27 replace united re-unified The Republic of Cyprus as a unified state

was created in 1960 through the signing of
the Treaty of Establishment by Greece,
United Kingdom, Turkey and the Republic
of Cyprus. The 1974 Turkish invasion and
continued occupation of a significant part of 
the island, divided the Republic of Cyprus
into those areas that are under the
effective control of the Government of the
Republic of Cyprus, and those that are not.
Therefore, it is correct to talk about re-
unification instead of ‘united’.

17 Cyprus Green
Party

27 add European Greens insist on our
strong conviction that a united
and sovereign Cyprus will be
able to take its full place
among nations if …

European Greens insist on our strong
conviction that a united and sovereign
Cyprus where full and effective
application of the European
acquis throughout the island is
present, will be able to take its full
place among nations if …

The full and effective application with no
derogations of the European acquis and of
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union (which is part of the
acquis), to a settlement of the Cyprus
problem is of vital importance not only for
Cyprus and all Cypriots, but also for the
cohesion of the European Union.
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18 GGEP 27-30 replace European Greens insist on

our strong conviction
that a united and
sovereign Cyprus will be
able to take its full place
among nations if it is
demilitarized and does
not need the presence of 
external guarantors;
insists on a federal, bi-
communal bi-zonal state
configuration of the new state,
which would ensure an
adequate level of unity and
autonomy at the same time.

European Greens insist a federal, bi-
communal bi-zonal state configuration
of the new state, which would ensure an 
adequate level of unity and autonomy at
the same time and calls for the
withdrawl of the Turkish
troops.

19 Bündnis 90/ Die
Grünen

27-30 delete European Greens insist on our
strong conviction that a united
and sovereign Cyprus will be
able to take its full place
among nations if it is
demilitarized and does not
need the presence of external
guarantors; insists on a federal,
bi-communal bi-zonal state
configuration of the new state,
which would ensure an
adequate level of unity and
autonomy at the same time.

We fear the proposition might interfere in
ongoing negotiations and might be
percieved as one-sided. Demilitarization is
obviously a positive goal in the long run,
but does not seem realistic and feasible in
the short run. The resolution also works
without this paragraph.
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20 Cyprus Green

Party
29 add … insists on a federal, bi-

communal bi-zonal state
configuration of the new state,
which would ensure an
adequate level of unity and
autonomy at the same time.

… insists on a just and sustainable
federal, bi-communal bi-zonal state
configuration of the new state, which
would ensure an adequate level of unity
and autonomy at the same time.

The settlement to the Cyprus problem as
well as the federal configuration must be
sustainable, and a prerequisite for a
sustainable settlement, is that it should be
just.

21 Cyprus Green
Party

29 delete … insists on a federal, bi-
communal bi-zonal state 
configuration of the new state,
which would ensure an
adequate level of unity and
autonomy at the same time.

… insists on a federal, bi-communal bi-
zonal configuration of the new state,
which would ensure an adequate level of 
unity and autonomy at the same time.

Unnecessary

22 Cyprus Green
Party

29 replace … insists on a federal, bi-
communal bi-zonal state
configuration of the new 
state, which would ensure an
adequate level of unity and
autonomy at the same time.

… insists on a federal, bi-communal bi-
zonal state configuration of the
evolved federal state, which would
ensure an adequate level of unity and
autonomy at the same time.

The word ‘new’, implies, or may be
interpreted to the mean that, a new state
will be created with a settlement. This
would be palpably wrong. The international
legal personality of the Republic of Cyprus
post-settlement will remain unchanged-
Cyprus will not be a ‘new state’ that will
need to re-apply for becoming a member of 
the UN and the EU; nor will need to re-
negotiate international agreements. What is 
envisaged, is an evolution of the State
internally, from a unitary system to a
federal system of government.


