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Nr Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
1 GGEP 15 add climate change, ocean acidification, 

shipping, fossil fuel exploration, destructive 
fishing, pollution

climate change, ocean acidification, shipping, 
fossil fuel and substrate exploration, 
destructive fishing, pollution...

There is often gravel and sand extraction 
taking place in MPAs

2 EELV 15 add fossil fuel exploration, destructive fishing, 
pollution and use of waters for economic

fossil fuel exploration and exploitation, 
destructive fishing, pollution and use of 
waters for economic

the exploitation phase also involves risks for 
nature: leaks, noises, strandings, etc ...

3 FYEG 17 add that, according to the IPBES, fishing and 
overfishing are the main cause of loss of 
biodiversity on the planet.

4 EELV 17 add That despite the SDG14 calling for the end of 
subsidies contributing to overfishing and 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing by 
2020, approximately 18 billion US dollars are 
still spent annually on harmful fishing 
subsidies and still a lot in and from Europe; 
and that 112 billion euros are still annually 
spent on fossil fuel subsidies in the EU, part of 
this money being invested into off-shore 
drilling

A coherent protection policy requires that 
harmful investments are stopped.

5 GGEP 18 add that ecologically coherent networks of high 
quality Marine Protected Areas

that ecologically coherent networks of high 
quality and well-managed Marine Protected 
Areas

While the case of management measures is 
made later in the text, it should be included 
consistently throughout.

6 FYEG 24 add that Member States are obliged to effectively 
protect 10% of their maritime space.

Amendments to draft resolution "Marine Protected Areas in European Waters"
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7 EELV 24 add The "EEZ of the European Union" composed 

of the EEZs of its member states, represents 
approximately 25.6 million square kilometers. 
It's the largest EEZ worldwide, so it's 
important for the EU to take responsibility for 
operating at community scale to protect the 
marine ecosystems.

it is important to remember the issues 
involved in the recognition of MPAs, 
particularly with regard to the surface area of 
European marine areas.

8 GGEP 25 clarfica
tion

that at present only 3% of existing European 
Marine Protected Areas have management 
plans

Please verify the source of the 3% figure? 
Current numbers to our knowledge are 
1.7% from a WWF report.

9 FYEG 25 replace that at present only 3% of existing European 
Marine Protected Areas have management 
plans, without which MPA designation 
means effectively very little

that, despite the fact that 12% of European 
Maritime Area is designated as Marine 
Protected Areas, only 1,8% of the European 
Waters are covered by MPA with 
management plans, without which MPA 
designation means effectively very little;

10 Comha
ontas 
Glas

25 replace that at present only 3% of existing European 
Marine Protected Areas have management 
plans, without which MPA designation 
means effectively very little;

that at present less than 2% of existing 
European Marine Protected Areas have 
management plans, without which MPA 
designation means effectively very little;

Correction of statistic referring to 
percentage of MPAs with management 
plans

11 FYEG 29 add that Member States effectively enforce the 
obligation to protect maritime water by 
introducing management plans for all existing 
MPAs

12 GroenLi
nks

30-31 add that 35% of the territorial waters of EU 
member states be designated as Marine 
Protected Areas by 2030;

that 35% of the territorial waters of all EU 
member states combined be designated as 
Marine Protected Areas by 2030;

In this way it is made sure 35% is about the 
territorial waters of the EU member states in 
total.

13 mp 
Swede
n

30 replace 35% at least 30% This is in line with what the IUCN calls for, 
repeated by Seas at Risk. Difficult for Green 
Party to be ahead of NGO's on this.
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14 GroenLi

nks
31 add That by 2020 every EU member state with 

territorial waters has drafted national plans for 
designated MPA’s in its territorial waters 
which count up to 35% at EU level.

To make the resolution SMART and pro-
active.

15 GGEP 32 delete that all MPAs should be, as far as 
practicable, part of ecologically coherent 
networks

that all MPAs should be part of ecologically 
coherent networks

This is weaker than the wording in the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
2008/56, Art 13.4: “Programmes of 
measures established pursuant to this 
Article shall include spatial protection 
measures, contributing to coherent and 
representative networks of marine protected 
areas, adequately covering the diversity of 
the constituent ecosystems…”

16 Scottis
h Green 
Party

32-33 replace "that all MPAs should be, as far as 
practicable, part of ecologically coherent 
networks and not stand-alone areas, and 
operate under effective management 
plans;"

Replace with (keeps current text but splits into 
two separate points and elaborates slightly): 

"that all MPAs should be, as far as practicable, 
part of ecologically coherent networks and 
not stand-alone areas, with effective 
management and regulation across those 
networks;

that all MPAs should operate under effective 
management plans to enable their 
conservation and enhancement and that 
these should be adequately resourced and 
monitored;"

The amendment is suggested to give 
greater weight to the need for management 
plans to be not only put in place but 
properly resourced. This is vital if they are to 
be more than paper plans and actually result 
in more effective controls on damaging 
activity as well as positive action to enhance 
habitats. In addition these specially 
protected and managed areas must sit 
within the context of a wider marine 
environment that is well managed, to create 
those wider ecological networks.

17 EELV 33 add and not stand-alone areas, and operate 
under effective management plans;

and not stand-alone areas, and operate under 
effective management plans; and include 
special protective measures applying to any 
risk of pollution that comes from the 
continent (spread of polluted effluents, 
open dumps...)

these risks of land pollution must be 
planned in order to be integrated into a 
coherent management plan.
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18 EELV 34-35 add 

betwee
n bullet 
points

- that it will be up to the EU Member States to 
map the most exposed areas, including coral 
reefs, breeding areas, resting and feeding 
areas, to identify priority protection areas for 
implementing new MPAs
- that this cartography should take into 
account the effects of climate change and its 
influence on the currents and the 
temperatures following the scientific scenarii 
likely to make evolve this cartography

in order to have the necessary information 
for a coherent management and the 
implementation of effective management 
plans to take into consideration
 both the most sensitive areas and the 
impact of climate change.

19 EELV 36-37 add robust public consultation process as 
required under the Aarhus Convention;

robust public consultation process as 
required under the Aarhus Convention. The 
right to access to justice to protect seas, 
oceans and marine areas should also be 
guaranteed and enforced;

the effectiveness of a public policy must in 
particular be able to be brought to justice in 
case of violation of the applicable rules, be it 
actions of private individuals or other 
actions, notably penal, in order to defend 
the rights of the concerned ecosystems.

20 GroenLi
nks

37-40 add that the Common Fisheries Policy allows 
for the incorporation of strong MPAs that 
would prohibit any especially destructive 
fisheries practices and prioritise an 
ecosystems-based approach to marine 
management that distributes catch quota 
amongst EU vessels in an equitable and 
ecologically sustainable manner;

that the Common Fisheries Policy allows for 
the incorporation of strong MPAs that would 
prohibit any especially destructive fisheries 
practices, providing year-round full seafloor 
protection from bottom-impacting fisheries, 
and prioritise an ecosystems-based approach 
to marine management that distributes catch 
quota amongst EU vessels in an equitable and 
ecologically sustainable manner;

The current description of ‘destructive 
fisheries’ does not explicitly rule out bottom-
impacting fisheries.

21 mp 
Swede
n

37 replace allows promotes Friendly amendment: the CFP allows this, 
but it is too difficult

22 mp 
Swede
n

38 replace prioritise contribute to Friendly amendment: the sentence is 
difficult to understand and arguably it is not 
within the MPAs that e.g. catch quotas are 
distributed.
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23 EELV 40-41 add amongst EU vessels in an equitable and 

ecologically sustainable manner;
amongst EU vessels in an equitable and 
ecologically sustainable manner, respecting 
the planetary boundaries, set by the 
Stockholm resilience center, and recognized 
as tools for monitoring the Sustainable 
Development Goals by the European Union 
since the Roadmap for a Resource Efficient 
Europe (COM / 2011/0571 final).

it is necessary to include in the law of the 
European Union the protection of the 
planetary limits and this at each regulatory 
scale in order to ensure its respect in a 
transversal way.

24 GGEP 41 delete a moratorium on the granting of any 
licences by EU Member States for deep sea 
mining and fossil fuel exploration in 
protected waters,

a moratorium on the granting of any licences 
by EU Member States for deep sea mining and 
fossil fuel exploration,

The request on deep sea mining is weaker 
than the text in the EP resolution 
(P8_TA(2018)0004 on international ocean 
governance, as asks to prohibit deep sea 
mining in MPAs only.

25 FYEG 41 replace a moratorium on the granting of any 
licences by EU Member States for deep sea 
mining and fossil fuel exploration in 
protected waters, and a immediate 
prohibition on seismic testing within any 
range of protected areas that would have 
any deleterious effects;

a moratorium on the granting of any licences 
by EU Member States for deep sea mining, a 
ban on fossil fuel exploration in and around 
protected waters, and a immediate prohibition 
on seismic testing within any range of 
protected areas that would have any 
deleterious effects;

26 EELV 42 add mining and fossil fuel exploration mining and fossil fuel exploration and 
exploitation

idem

27 GroenLi
nks

44 add that the MPAs are actively safeguarded 
against all external negative influences and 
threats of chemical or physical origin such as 
oil-spills, anti-bacterial detergents, pesticides, 
non-natural gene-influx, especially from 
(seabased) fish-farms.

Those threats are not mentioned yet in the 
resolution, but are important not to leave 
out when talking about MPAs.

28 EELV 44 add effects effects; an immediate transparency and end 
on all harmful fishing public subsidies;

idem, same as prévious explanation
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29 EELV 47-48 add 

new 
bulletp
oints 
after 
line 47

into our seas within the next decade. -the recognition of the rights of the seas and 
oceans, at the EU level as well as at national 
and levels and the defense of a new 
international status for seas and oceans to be 
protected from harmful human-related 
actions.
-the establishment of civil and penal 
environmental Courts at each level to better 
defend and allow the defense of the 
ecosystems.

self explanatory

30 ECOLO 48 add - Reduce the excess input of nitrogene and 
phosphore leading to the eutrophication of 
the sea, as a consequence  of industrialisation 
and extensive practices of agriculture

this additional demand intents to make a 
link between extensive agriculture and 
maritime pollution
source for more info  
https://ourbalticsea.com/the-threats


