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Migration: The EU must not leave border states alone 2	  

The European Green Party (EGP) calls for the EU to stand in solidarity and develop a common 3	  
strategy for receiving asylum seekers. Currently, the member states at Europe's Eastern borders and 4	  
the Southern coasts as well as the refugees themselves are left alone. We demand that all EU member 5	  
states share the responsibility and that refugees are helped no matter where they arrive first. 6	  

We need a common European Asylum System that deserves its name! Article 80 of the TFEU (Treaty 7	  
on the Functioning of the EU) demands solidarity among member states. This is clearly not being lived 8	  
up to. These people at Europe's borders are fleeing war, violence and extreme hardship in Syria, Libya, 9	  
the Middle East and other countries and are forced to travel through means that pose a great risk to 10	  
their life. 11	  

Many are forced to make passage arrangements through criminal channels. The EU as a whole has an 12	  
international responsibility to contribute towards the creation of a humane and robust system for the 13	  
support of migrants and asylum seekers, and needs to ensure that they are treated fairly and with 14	  
dignity. 15	  

The regulations and directives voted on earlier this year are by and large not fulfilling this aim. The EU 16	  
should provide good standards for the reception and the procedure of asylum seekers in all countries. 17	  
Unfortunately, many loopholes and exceptions put migrants at risk of being treated very differently in 18	  
member states, having unclear chances for asylum and even risk being detained simply for the reason 19	  
of asking for asylum! 20	  

Administrative and financial support is necessary for the member states where many refugees arrive in 21	  
order to cope and provide fair and rights-based treatment to the migrants. At this moment in time the 22	  
southern countries cannot afford to provide this support given their own huge problems. 23	  

All of Europe, together, must live up to the standards of democracy and civil rights. But the EU’s 24	  
border states cannot be expected to deal effectively with the migration caused by wars, such as in 25	  
Libya or Syria, if they stand-alone. All of the EU must work together. 26	  

We demand that the European Asylum Office be provided with more means to support member 27	  
states and asylum seekers. Instead of putting money in expensive and often useless tools to try and 28	  
prevent migration, we should make sure that people who seek protection get it. The saving of lives at 29	  
sea has to be of utmost priority and push back operations at sea have to be effectively stopped. 30	  

It is an urgent and primary duty of the European Council of Ministers to adopt the concept of 31	  
solidarity and responsibility sharing in practice, and to revise the Dublin convention accordingly, 32	  
together with the European Parliament. Refugees should be able to chose in which country to file an 33	  
asylum claim, thereby giving them better chances of reaching a country in which they speak the 34	  
language or have family, while at the same time taking the pressure off the smaller countries. 35	  


