
 

Page 1 | Amendments to Draft Resolution on Ruel of law - situation in Poland
European Green Party, Utrecht, Netherlands, 24th Council  – 20-22 May 2016

№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation

1 Groen 8 replace this year were the party this year in which the party

2 Zieloni 8 replace were where Typo

3 Zieloni 9 replace Szydło government the government of Beata Szydło better wording

4 Zieloni 11 replace attack on the courts attack on the principal institutions of the state of law more precise wording - the 
Constitutional Tribunal is not strictly 
speaking an ordinary court, and the 
courts in Poland are still doing OK

5 Zieloni 12 replace changed the ways in which the 
Constitutional Tribunal 
operates

made an attempt to block the functioning of the 
Constitutional Court

The Court declared the law in 
question unconsti-tutional and 
continues to work as before.

6 Zieloni 12-15 replace The changes introduced require 
a two-thirds majority of the 15 
judges to support a ruling for it 
to be valid,  and also stipulate a 
quorum of 13 judges for rulings 
to be valid. This means that the 
constitutional court  would be 
rendered as an ineffective 
balance to the government’s 
power.

Primarily, they blocked the appointment of three judges that 
had been chosen in accordance with the law. After which the 
governing party introduced an Act aimed at paralyzing  the 
work of the Constitutional Court, for example, through 
proposed changes that cases be treated in the order of arrival, 
thus the first complex case would block all others. Additionally, 
the Szydło government has repeatedly blocked the publication 
of the decisions of the Constitutional Court in an attempt to 
stop these decisions from coming into force. The Szydło 
government has also decided to ignore the critical opinion of 
the Venice Commission concerning the issues surrounding the 
Polish Constitutional Court. All this aims to bring about a 
situation in which the constitutional court would be rendered 
as an ineffective balance to the government’s power.

More accurate description.
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7 GroenLin
ks

14-15 replace This means that the 
constitutional court would be 
rendered as an ineffective 
balance to the government’s 
power.

These amendments would significantly hinder the 
constitutional court’s ability to function. They can cause 
long delays for cases, including human rights challenges, to 
be heard by the Court and can lead to the Court’s 
inability to render a decision as a result of not having a 
qualified majority. Since Polish constitutional court judges 
are appointed by parliament, and therefore by political 
parties, these amendments also threaten the role of the 
independent constitutional court within Poland’s system 
of checks and balances.

Many countries have majority or 
quorum requirements for their 
constitutional court. The reason why the 
Polish amendments are a threat to the 
rule of law lie in the manner in which 
the judges are/have been appointed, and 
the actual numbers: 87% attendance to 
hear a case, and 67% to decide. The 
resolution should reflect this unique 
context.

8 Zieloni 18 add Massive layoffs of managers and ordinary journalists 
occurred following the introduction of the law.

Important consequence of the 
new law that should be 
mentioned.

9 Zieloni 19 add 4. The leading party has decided to make political views 
and a person’s affiliation the principal criteria for civil 
service directors, therefore, the competition system for 
recruitment was abolished and all the directors are 
directly nominated by ministers. As a result, a huge wave 
of replacements of high officials, directors and middle-
level managers has followed in all public institutions.

A new point about another 
negative development - a new 
public service bill which allows 
for mass replacement of 
nonpartisan civic servants with 
political nominees.
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10 Zieloni 19-21 replace The most frequent violation of 
a woman’s right to control their 
body proposed by the Polish 
government has rightly caused 
outrage. The proposed full ban 
on abortion, which is supported 
by the Prime Minister, is a great 
drawback in the fight for 
gender equality and for 
personal freedom.

An extreme violation of women’s right to control 
their bodies was proposed by the Polish anti-
abortion movement and supported by the leader of 
the governing party and the Prime Minister, which 
has rightly caused outrage. The proposed full ban on 
abortion is a great drawback in the fight for gender 
equality and for personal freedom. However, this is 
not the only example of the present governing 
party’s approach which limits women’s rights, as they 
are also attempting to curb access to emergency 
contraceptives by changing their status to 
prescription medication.

More accurate description, as the 
abortion ban was proposed not 
by the government, but by 
fundamental religious activists. 
Plus a sentence is added about an 
attempt to limit the access to 
emergency contraceptives, which 
is also a violation of women's 
reproductive rights.

11 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

20 add Poland already has one of the strictest laws on 
abortion.

Clarification about the actual 
situation for women rights to 
control their body in Poland.

12 Zieloni 21 add 6.  Another major issue is connected to the actions aimed 
at weakening the protection of human rights in Poland. 
The first move within this field has been cutting the 
budget of important institutions set up in order to 
protect such rights, i.e. the Polish Ombudsman, the Chief 
Labour Inspectorate, the Inspector General for the 
Protection of Personal Data, the Ombudsman for 
Children. Additionally, just recently, in the first week of 
May, Beata Szydło also made the decision to eradicate the 
Council for the Prevention of Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, despite the 
increasingly xenophobic and racist atmosphere in Poland.

A new point about another 
important issue - dismantling the 
institutions which protect the 
rule of law in Poland.
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13 Zieloni 22-25 replace The Szydlo government’s attack 
on laws and institutions 
guaranteeing environmental 
protection and sustainable  
development are, moreover, 
contrary to the interest of 
Polish citizens and the goal for 
a sustainable Europe. The case 
of the Białowieża forest in 
particular was concerning, as 
that primeval forest was a 
foundational base for 
biodiversity conservation in 
Poland.

The Szydło government attacks the laws and institutions 
guaranteeing nature conservation, by subordination of the 
logic of conservation to the logic of forestry and 
exploitation of natural resources. The Minister of 
Environment has made the following decisions: he has 
dismissed the members of the State Council for Nature 
Conservation, established the National Council of 
Forestry as an advisory body to the Prime Minister, 
progressively replaced the directors of national parks by 
persons subordinated to the leading party and its 
ideology, issued a shocking decision to kill 40,000 wild 
boars in the period of reproduction on the eastern 
borders of Poland, etc. Such policies are contrary to the 
interest of Polish citizens, future generations and the goal 
of preserving biodiversity in Europe. The case of the 
Białowieża Forest, with authorization given for massive 
logging is particularly shocking, as the primeval forest, 
protected as a European Natura 2000 area and Unesco 
world natural heritage site, was a foundational base for 
biodiversity conservation in Poland.

More detailed description
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14 Zieloni 25 add 8. The ruling party and the government are apparently 
intent on curbing the development of green energy. Wind 
energy is the first target. A new draft law on wind energy 
would not only effectively preempt the possibility of 
building new wind farms in the country, but also indirectly 
expropriate the proprietors of the existing installations 
with new punitive taxes and regulations. Instead of giving 
more power and enhancing the participation of the local 
communities in the development of wind power, the new 
law would effectively disempower them. At the same 
time, a new law on renewable energies is being prepared 
by the government, which would cut support for 
prosumer energy production with great loss for the PV 
sector. The preferred way to produce “renewable” energy 
is to be support for so-called “co-burning” of biomass 
with coal, which is an indirect way to subsidise coal with 
funds officially intended for support of green energy. This 
sort of creative accounting has repeatedly been criticised 
by environmental organizations and experts

A new point about the worrying 
trends in Polish energy policy

15 Zieloni 26-28 replace The actions countering 
democratic procedures are an 
emerging new trend in Europe, 
which shows that a  cooperative 
counteraction is necessary in the 
continent. Yet these 
counteractions have to be built on 
the struggles of pro-democracy 
forces fighting in the country.

Actions countering democratic procedures are an 
emerging new trend in Europe, which shows that a 
cooperative counteraction is necessary throughout 
the continent. Yet these counteractions have to be 
developed on the basis of struggles of pro-
democracy forces fighting within the country itself.

better wording
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16 Groen 29-30 replace The fight with the institutional 
mechanism, namely the rule of 
law procedure, of the European 
Union is a welcome first step.

The action of the European Commission under the 
Rule of Law Framework to assess the situation in 
Poland is a welcome first step.

To clarify what step is taken.

17 GroenLin
ks

29-32 replace The fight with the institutional 
mechanism, namely the rule of law 
procedure, of the European Union 
is a welcome first step. The 
European Union must also do 
everything in its in power to avoid 
being seen as trying to influence 
the interior politics of a member 
state, but at the same must seem 
like a body being able to guard its 
fundamental values.

The rule of law procedure instigated by the 
European Commission is a welcome first step. 
Instigating this procedure cannot be equated to 
meddling in the interior politics of a member state. 
Under the Lisbon Treaty the European Commission 
must take steps to address any act by a member 
state that can amount to serious breaches to the 
values of human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, 
the rule of law and respect for human rights by a 
member state.

This text reflects clearer that the 
rule of law procedure cannot be 
equated to meddling with interior 
politics, but that the EC by law is 
simply required to trigger the 
procedure when a member state 
crosses a certain line with 
concerning (draft) legislation.

18 Zieloni 30 replace in its in power in its power Typo

19 Groen 30-32 replace The European Union must also do 
everything in its in power to avoid 
being seen as trying to influence 
the interior politics of a member 
state, but at the same must seem 
like a body being able to guard its 
fundamental values.

The European Union must play its crucial role in 
protecting its fundamental values, without giving the 
impression of influencing the interior politics of a 
member state.

We must stress the role of the 
EU in protecting fundamental 
values.

20 Zieloni 32 replace must seem like a body being 
able

be able Better wording

21 Groen 35-36 replace and greens to leading a force 
for the protection of our 
common values.

...and the greens must be a leading force in 
protecting our common values.

Correction.
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22 Zieloni 35-36 replace greens to leading a force for the 
protection of our common 
values

the Greens will be part of the force fighting for the 
protection of our common values

Better wording

23 GGEP 36 add Europeans Greens are committed to supporting the 
forces opposing these reactionary visions of Poland 
and Europe, and to strengthening the emergence of a 
green political alternative.

self-explanatory


