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 1	  
On the situation in Poland 2	  

 3	  
1. The institutes and values of Polish democracy are destabilizing due to the new government’s 4	  

antidemocratic actions. However, these actions are strongly and effectively countered by a strong 5	  
civic movement, including KOD and others. These movements are an example of a belief in 6	  
democracy put into action, thus should be supported by all who cherish democracy across the 7	  
continent. After the democratic elections of this year were the party Law and Justice won a 8	  
commanding majority and the Szydlo government was formed, the democratic procedures and 9	  
institutions were increasingly destabilized.  10	  

2. A major antidemocratic move was the attack on the courts, when the Szydlo government 11	  
changed the ways in which the Constitutional Tribunal operates. The changes introduced require 12	  
a two-thirds majority of the 15 judges to support a ruling for it to be valid, and also stipulate a 13	  
quorum of 13 judges for rulings to be valid. This means that the constitutional court would be 14	  
rendered as an ineffective balance to the government’s power.  15	  

3. Unwelcome developments are also seen with regards to the freedom of media.  New laws 16	  
enabling the new conservative government to appoint the heads of public TV and radio, as well as 17	  
civil service directors were passed, leading on the PiS takeover of the public media.  18	  

4. The most frequent violation of a woman’s right to control their body proposed by the Polish 19	  
government has rightly caused outrage. The proposed full ban on abortion, which is supported by 20	  
the Prime Minister, is a great drawback in the fight for gender equality and for personal freedom. 21	  

5. The Szydlo government’s attack on laws and institutions guaranteeing environmental protection 22	  
and sustainable development are, moreover, contrary to the interest of Polish citizens and the 23	  
goal for a sustainable Europe. The case of the Białowieża forest in particular was concerning, as 24	  
that primeval forest was a foundational base for biodiversity conservation in Poland.   25	  

6. The actions countering democratic procedures are an emerging new trend in Europe, which 26	  
shows that a cooperative counteraction is necessary in the continent. Yet these counteractions 27	  
have to be built on the struggles of pro-democracy forces fighting in the country.  28	  

7. The fight with the institutional mechanism, namely the rule of law procedure, of the European 29	  
Union is a welcome first step. The European Union must also do everything in its in power to 30	  
avoid being seen as trying to influence the interior politics of a member state, but at the same 31	  
must seem like a body being able to guard its fundamental values. Moreover, the leaders of the 32	  
European Union and Poland must also take into deep consideration the opinions and analyses 33	  
voiced by outside actors like the Venice commission.  34	  

8. The fundamental values of the European Union must be guarded, and greens to leading a force for 35	  
the protection of our common values.  36	  


