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№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
1 GGEP 3 replace social dumping exploitation of

workers/violation of workers
rights

consistence with our political line

2 GGEP 7 add we need to strengthen the
rules, improve control and
harden sanctions in the
European road 

we need to strengthen the
rules, improve control, and
harden sanctions and step
up workers' protection
in the European road

mention "workers' protection" is a priority

3 GGEP 9 add working under conditions
far below the standards of
Western Europe, which is
contributing 

working under conditions far
below the high-quality 
standards that should be
applied and enforced
throughout of Western
Europe, which is contributing

It is important not to antagonise Eastern and Western Europe, in
general because high-level working conditions have to be guaranteed
per se and also in Western Europe this is not always the case.
Furthermore, the East-West divide is also now getting bigger in the
context of the revision of the posting directive were the
Commission received a yellow card this week from Eastern and
Central European Member States (+ Denmark).

4 GroenL
inks

9 replace working under conditions
far below the standards of
Western Europe

working under conditions far
below the standards of the 
countries where
exploited lorry drivers
are active

It would be good if we can stress in the resolution is not only to
protect western European lorry drivers from unfair competition, but
also our aim to improve minimum working conditions for all
European lorry drivers both from the east and the west.This would
avoid that the resolution would be perceived written from a purely
western perspective only.

Amendments to draft resolution "We need to stop social dumping on the European roads"
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№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
5 GGEP 10 replace towards unfair 

competition and social 
dumping 

with unfair competition and
the violation of
workers' rights.

valid also for AM on line 3:
when talking about the economic aspect of social dumping (unfair
competition) it is important to rebalance it with the social aspect
(workers exploitation/violation of workers rights)
The term "social dumping" is also used by the majority as an
economic term: cheaper labour leading to unfair competition. For
GreensEFA in the EMPL Committee it is very important to primarily
focus on the social aspect of workers exploitation. It would
therefore give a clear signal if the focus on this social aspect would
be predominant, at least in the title, even if the term "social
dumping" as such would still be used throughout the text.
1. The GreensEFA EMPL Working Group is not in favour of using
the term "social dumping" and prefers in general to speak about
"exploitation of workers" as the term is perceived very negatively in
Eastern Europe. The association made and the interpretation in the
different languages is that Eastern European human workers are
dumped as waste in Western Europe. It was therefore asked by the
Working Group to use the term "social dumping" as little as
possible.
For example: A Dutch worker performing a service in Belgium will
in general be less expensive in terms of labour costs than a Belgian
worker, but in that case nobody would talk about social dumping.



Page 3 | Draft Resolution We need to stop social dumping on European roads 
European Green Party, Utrecht, Netherlands, 24th Council – 20-22 May 2016

№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
6 EELV 25 add New bullet point It is obvious that the use of

roads for freight is neither an
ecological nor sustainable
solution and that as ecologists
we strongly support alternative
modes of transportation such as
rail and inland waterway
transport. And the EU
promotes these alternative ways
of transportation of goods too.
In that perspective also,
combating social dumping on
european roads is a way to
oppose the unfair competition
between polluting modes and
cleaner modes of transportation. 
The cheaper the transport of
freight by road, the more trucks
will continue to ride across
Europe, provoking pollution,
damages and poor road safety.
Therefore the exploitation of
the workers of the transport
sector across Europe is both a
social and an environmental
issue.

Self explanatory ... but as ecologists we should always make sure
that we are concerned with the social aspect of a question as well
as with the environmental one.

7 GroenL
inks

28 delete We suggest that both the
EU and national authorities 
in other countries
should be encouraged

We suggest that both the EU
and national authorities
should be encouraged

Other countries is a bit unclear
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№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
8 GGEP 40 add after

"rules"
This needs to be combined
with measures that
structurally improve the
working conditions of all
workers to ensure high
quality employment in the
sector. 

Development and implementation of "positive" measures is needed
next to "negative" measures like controls and sanctions

9 EELV 41 add The EU have to deliver
more rigid and more
clearly defined rules so we
can improve the
possibilities for control
and sanctions that can
have a deterrent effect on
businesses that circumvent
the rules. Solutions should
be discussed and devised
at both national and EU
level.

The EU have to deliver more
rigid and more clearly defined
rules so we can improve the
possibilities for control and
sanctions that can have a
deterrent effect on
businesses that circumvent
the rules. Solutions should be
discussed and devised at both
national and EU level.
Furthermore, the EU
must strenghten its
policies in favor of
cleaner modes of
transportation of goods
and freight such as rail
and inland waterway.
And the EU must work
on globally diminishing
the unnecessary
quantity of goods
transported across its
territory.

Self explanatory. But as ecologists we are in favor of consuming
goods as close to the production site as possible and stop travelling
back and forth across Europe just for the sake of profits.
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10 FYEG 41 add At times of the greatest

climate challenges that
humanity shall overcome, our
stand against social dumping
and unfair competition in the
road transport industry shall
however not undermine our
main priority: a reduction of
the costs, and the support for
incentives for rail and fluvial
freight. Fair competition and
the reduction of costs of road 
transport is not a solution to
the issues we face today.

While the issue of social dumping certainly is important, it does not
take place in a vacuum. A system where road transport and road
construction is prioritised over rail and river transport is not a
sustainable one.


