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Tabled by the Partija Zelenykh Ukrainy (Party of Greens of Ukraine) 1 
Supported by Greens from Moldova, Georgia, Estonia and Hungary 2 
 3 
 4 
Save European Forests! 5 
 6 
 7 
Forests are a powerful natural resource that have a positive effect on the climate, soil and the 8 
conditions necessary to provide for surface water run-off. The rational use of forestry 9 
resources is a prerequisite for the preservation of nature and ensuring a sustainable Europe. 10 

 11 
Over the last 50 years, 70% of the world’s forests have been destroyed. Every year, 14 million 12 
hectares of forest are lost.  13 

 14 
Large-scale deforestation means more than just the loss of greenery. It is a global factor in 15 
climate change and the loss of biological and landscape diversity, causes the degradation and 16 
destruction of ecosystems, affects the level of underground and surface waters, and activates 17 
soil erosion processes, desertification, etc. 18 
 19 
 20 
Deforestation is currently an extremely acute problem for Europe, which is rapidly losing its 21 
natural heritage, which will be very slow, if not impossible, to restore.  22 
 23 
The deforestation process is caused primarily by the increasing consumption of timber, 24 
including for demands from industry, such as for the expansion of infrastructure. 25 
 26 
The causes of deforestation include land and resource grabbing by logging corporations, as 27 
well as the unsustainable demand for woody biofuel, which has been shown to be a very 28 
inefficient use of resources, with biodiversity and nature suffering as a result of over-29 
extraction. 30 

 31 
Massive deforestation has also been accelerated by forest fires, caused by human 32 
irresponsibility and because of climate change. 33 
 34 
A striking example of ignoring the basis of sustainable development is the destruction of the 35 
Białowieża Forest to construct a new road, which has been carried out while neglecting 36 
European environmental standards.  37 
 38 
The ancient Hambach Forest in Germany is also under attack from the RWE company which 39 
wants to destroy it in order to expand an existing coal mine. 40 
 41 
Of particular importance is the loss of forests in Central Europe, in the Carpathians. Despite 42 
the partial preservation of the ancient forest, logging in this region has become more and more 43 
intensive in recent years.  44 

 45 
Of equal concern is the over-harvesting of ancient beech and oak forests in France: the wood 46 
is being exported to China, causing a significant loss for nature as well as serious socio-47 
economic effects concerning energy consumption and the negative impact on the local 48 
woodworking sector. 49 

 50 
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Northern Europe is also losing its forests. In Estonia, the old-growth forest outside of strictly 51 
protected areas has almost disappeared and the minimum age of trees allowed to be logged 52 
was lowered in 2017 in favour of the industry.  53 
 54 
The planned new cellulose factory and the ‘greenwashing’ scheme – in which the wood is 55 
added to the oil-shale-fired thermoelectric power generation – will also dramatically worsen 56 
the condition of Estonian forests in the coming years. 57 
 58 
Illegal logging is a crucially important challenge facing sustainable development, and has 59 
severe economic, environmental and social impacts, including deforestation, serious human 60 
rights violations and climate change impact. 61 

It also undermines the competitive position of legal operators adhering to the laws of both 62 
exporting and importing countries and causes significant income loss for the state. 63 
 64 
The European Union Timber Regulation (EUTR) was established in 2012 to prohibit the placing 65 
of illegally harvested timber on the European market in an effort to tackle the problem of illegal 66 
logging on a global scale. It sets out requirements that companies within the European Union 67 
(EU) must meet to minimise the risk of illegal timber being traded, and concerns placing timber 68 
or timber products on the European market, either imported or domestic. 69 

Unfortunately, in practice, EUTR does not work appropriately. For example, it is unable to 70 
prevent the vast timber smuggling from Ukraine. 71 

The protection of virgin forests and protected areas from adverse political decisions must be 72 
guaranteed by the EU. Its response must be fast and determined and coupled with sanctions. 73 
The EU must put pressure on governments in member states and associated countries to 74 
accelerate the pace of reforestation. 75 

 76 
We, the European Greens, require unconditional compliance with the principles of sustainable 77 
forest management, including decreasing timber harvesting and maximising the cascading 78 
use of wood. 79 

 80 
We insist on the reinforcement of the EUTR through special decisions from the European 81 
Parliament and European Commission. 82 

 83 
We also demand that an efficient continental system of forest-fire prevention be set up and 84 
the extinguishing of such fires based on consolidated efforts and resources from both EU and 85 
non-EU countries. 86 
 87 
We appeal to the European Commission to implement the European Forest Recovery 88 
Programme, covering both EU countries and the Association Agreement states.  Any further 89 
delay in the introduction of such measures will have catastrophic consequences for the 90 
environment. 91 

 92 
*** 93 


