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From   EGP Committee 
To EGP Council, Istanbul, 7-9 November 2014 
Date 8 September 2014 
Subject Report and recommendation on full membership SF, Denmark 
 
 
Regarding the fact-finding mission to Denmark in view of the application of SF - Socialistisk 
Folkeparti - to become a full member of the European Green Party. 
 
Date of the mission: 11 August 2014 
 
Conclusion 
The Committee proposes to the EGP Council in Istanbul, 7-9 November 2014, to accept SF from 
Denmark as full member of the European Green Party. 
 
Motivation 
SF is a parliamentary political party founded in 1959 in Denmark, that promotes Green and Left 
policies. SF strongly promotes a way of doing politics that emphasises the role of both individuals 
and the collective. The market economy needs to be controlled to be able to erase inequalities.   
 
SF is proud to be a modern and solution-based party that is not content with business as usual. 
They strive for solutions to problems that need to be found as close as possible to the level where 
people are affected and where people are directly implicated. SF wishes to be an active agent for 
change and to be influential in society. In order to achieve change it is essential to participate at all 
levels of government and to include citizens and civil society in the decision-making process.   
 
To SF Europe is an essential level in the political sphere, and European policies are needed in 
various domains. However, Europe must improve and arrive at a better balance, becoming better 
able to address issues where needed.   
 
SF is a professional and well-experienced party that has a solid democratic structure. The party 
worked hard towards creating a clearer profile for the electorate, and is more recognisable for its 
key values for the voter. The newly elected party leader, Pia Olsen Dyhr, is an inspiring and very 
experienced and capable politician who is determined to bring SF back into double digits on the 
national level; her leadership has wide support in the party.  
 
SF would like to become full member of the European Green Party because it would like to 
cooperate more with parties that share the same objectives. The party Congress supported the 
vote on the membership resolution to join the European Green Party with an overwhelming 
majority. SF has stayed as an observer for a long time, later becoming an associate member of the 
EGP. The recent reconfirmation of its core values relates directly to the firmly-rooted wish to 
tighten ties with the European Greens. 
 
SF is widely recognised as the Greenest party in Denmark. 
 
All people, both inside and outside the party, were optimistic about SF’s chances for regaining its 
forward place in Danish politics, confirming that the party has left its difficult period behind and is 
‘back on track’. Party officials, party members, and external observers all confirm our impressions of 
the party: it is working hard, is focused on what it wants to achieve, is seeking alliances to promote 
its politics, and is enjoying itself in the process.  
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Further comments 
SF participated in government for the first time from 30 October 2011 until 30 January 2014. Having 
lost seats in the preceding election (and being the third partner in that coalition) SF had difficulties 
explaining its achievements within the coalition to the voters. SF left the government due to a 
dispute involving the sale of shares in a state-owned energy company to Goldman Sachs. Annette 
Vilhelmsen and a considerable part of the party leadership subsequently resigned. The rest of the 
government resigned on 3 February 2014.  
!
SF were confronted with a severe loss in the consecutive elections. A difficult period followed 
where several younger top politicians left the party and joined the Social Democrats predominantly. 
This was a hard-felt loss to the party. Because a large part of the upcoming generation left, it will 
take some time to regain that strength. SF worked hard on clarifying its profile and pointing out 
where they have an exclusive and added value to the electorate. That is that they are Left, Green 
and doing politics in a different, inclusive way.  
 
We encountered two issues that needed further clarification and have asked SF to formulate these 
more precisely. Marxist philosophy is a source of inspiration for SF. As party leader Pia Olsen Dyhr 
formulated it, “a key value for me is the perception within that ideology on how you liberate the 
individual person. How you can meet the needs of the individual and the society, this runs as a red 
thread through our work.”  
 
The delegation also discussed on the issue of migration and asylum. Denmark is well known for its 
restrictive policies on migration and aimed to clarify this issue to avoid any misunderstandings. The 
issue of migration is highly sensitive in the Danish political context and SF seems to operate in a 
strategic, pragmatic and compassionate manner, by that dismantling easy populist rhetoric on these 
topics.  
 
You will find the explanatory memos on these issues attached to this recommendation. 
 
SF is member of the NGLA, a bond of Scandinavian parties who share the same values. Some of 
these parties are in competition with Green parties in their respective countries, like Sweden, 
Norway and Finland. We recommend organising some multilateral meetings on a party leader level 
to get to know each other and start a dialogue on this situation. 
 
SF’s independent Youth Organisation (SFU) is a vibrant and well-funded youth organisation and 
independent party, with a strong classical leftish orientation. They run regularly with a youth 
candidate in all elections. SFU has no international affiliation at this moment, but is connected 
bilaterally with several other youth organisations on the left. They see FYEG as too federalistic. We 
recommend FYEG to engage in a dialogue with SFU and support an open invitation policy towards 
SFU to see if a closer tie would be an option between SFU and FYEG. 
 
 
Priorities and campaigning!
SF clearly defined their priorities, and SF campaigned on Climate Change, better banking regulation 
and the FTT during the European campaign. For their upcoming national campaign, likely to take 
place in 2015, they chose: 1) job creation and unemployment benefits 2) environment 3) welfare 
improvements.!
!
Being a long and well-established party SF has an excellent tradition in political campaigning. Their 
innovative campaign for the European elections created massive media attention. Their ‘speaking 
poster app’ is a true treasure and we will ask SF to show it and share it with the campaigners of our 
member parties. Their campaign preparations are firmly based in extensive, long-term electoral 
research. Due to the electoral system, which sometimes forces them into a three-week campaign  
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for national elections, a very thorough campaign plan and preparation are necessary, as well as a 
flexibility regarding the implementation of last minute adjustments.   
 
 
Expectations 
Part of a fact-finding mission is to clarify on mutual expectations around policies, programme 
activities. We would not like to be exhaustive in the context of this report, but the following ways 
of participation and exchange have been mentioned as a possible follow up: 

% interparty visits and bilateral exchange with parties within a comparable situation 
% exchange on political talent and other training programmes 
% exchange on experiences around government participation 

 
SF is looking forward to contribute to the European Green Party’s decision-making and policy 
development process and to deliver their perspective to our networks and working groups. 
 
The delegation consisted of Secretary General Jacqueline Cremers, Treasurer Lena Lindström and 
Committee member Panu Laturi. 
 
 
The delegation met with the following persons: 
 
Turid Leirvoll, SF Party Secretary 
Dea Donkin, International Secretary 
 
SF-members from different parts of Denmark:  
Jacob Ilsøe Klerke, Århus 
Mikkel Dragmose-Hansen, Middelfart 
Marianne Bigum, Valby 
 
The board of SFU and SF EP-candidate number two 
Teis Volstrup 
 
Pia Olsen Dyhr, SF Party Leader 
Signe Munk, Vice-Chair 
Carl Valentin, Chair of SFU 
 
Jan Søndergaard, Greenpeace  
Christian Ege, Danish Eco Council 
Mette Østergaard, Political journalist of Politiken  
 
 
 
 
 
Annex 1:  SF Position on refugees and asylum 
Annex 2:  Comments on SF reference to Marxist philosophy!
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Annex 1 to Report FFM SF Denmark 

 

SF position on refugees and asylum 

 
SF was a member of the Danish centre-left government from 2011 to 2014. In this period the 

immigration policy was changed significantly in order to remedy the harsh consequences of the 

policies of the previous right-wing government (2001-2011) with regards to immigration, 

asylum and family reunification. 

 

We have put an end to the special low social benefits to new citizens in order to reduce poverty 

and social marginalization among immigrants and refugees; we have abolished the overtly 

discriminating rating/scoring system, that determines your possibilities of reuniting with your 

family, and we have ensured that children under the age of 8 are not scrutinized, when trying 

to reunite with family members in Denmark. 

 

SF is in principle opponent of the so called “24-year-rule” stating that you have to be 24 years 

of age before you can marry a foreigner and live with your new spouse in Denmark. 

Unfortunately it is not possible with the prevailing centre-left majority in the Danish parliament 

to change the rule. 

 

In regard to asylum seekers SF works to bring an end to inhumane and prison-like conditions 

in the asylum centers. In government SF has helped to give families the opportunity to work 

and live outside the centers – giving families with children first priority. But much is still 

needed to be done to improve the conditions. In our view we need to help people start over 

again after having been traumatized by war and persecution. In many centers asylum seekers 

are detained for years contributing negatively to the asylum seekers physical and mental 

health. Therefore SF works to help asylum seekers in terms of better living conditions, 

education, part-time work, work as a volunteer etc. 

 

At the same time SF tries to influence the agenda on asylum seekers in Denmark and have 

supported the possibility of Denmark accepting more refugees from Syria. SF also works hard 

to avoid sending children and young people back to third world countries without having the 

necessary framework for a resettlement set in place (place to stay, job/education, etc.). 

!
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Annex 2 to Report FFM SF Denmark 

Comments on SF reference to Marxist philosophy 
 

SF was founded in opposition to the Danish Communist Party (DKP) and was from the 

beginning a declared adherent to democracy. The party disavowed the dictatorship of the 

proletariat and thereby also the Soviet Union as such.  When founded 65 years ago the party 

supported the idea of an economic system based on centrally planned economy and continued 

to do so for a number of years. SF abandoned the thought of centrally planned economy when 

we adopted a business policy program in 1988.  

 

Whereas socialism is a popular term in Danish politics, the expression Marxism is rarely used, 

and unfamiliar to most SF-party members. Hence, SF is not a dogmatic party. However, the 

statutory framework of SF still refers to Marxist philosophy as a tool for analyzing the driving 

forces of economy.  

We fundamentally believe that we live in a class society where wage laborers and the owners 

of capital have different and sometimes conflicting interests. We believe this affects the 

political system and the public debate.  

SF works to establish a mixed economy with a considerable democratic control of the marked. 

A mixed economy based on elements of common public ownership, private ownership and 

other kinds of communal ownership organized by civil society etc.  

 
 


