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№ Party Line Action Current Text Proposed Amendment Explanation/Comment
1 FYEG 9 add the EU is on the brink the European Union (EU) is on the brink At the beginning of a text it is

necessary to spell entirely the words

2 Groen 9-10 reposition For us this means: it is time to step
up to the plate to show fighting
spirit and to wage a valiant
struggle for the European dream.

We want to put this sentence at the beginning
of line 27.

After having given a "state of play" we
have to act. 

3 EELV 9 replace No doubt about it: the EU is on
the brink. For us this means:
it is the time to step up to
the plate, to show fighting
spirit and to wage a valiant
struggle for the European
dream

No doubt about it: the EU is on the brink.
This constitutes a huge danger and an
incredible opportunity. Indeed, from
Athens to Amsterdam, from Paris to
Vienna, the demand for more
democracy is actually a rallying point
of many criticisms towards the EU.
For some growing forces, more
democracy definitely means
regressing to Nation-States. For us,
more democracy means regaining
control at every level. We therefore
must turn those criticisms into hope
towards the European project: from
the “problem for democracy” to the
“solution for our democracies” in
order to protect our common good.

We Greens must show some
optimism because we do have
answers, furthermore we must
indicate that we are in phase with
what is going on across Europe

4 Groen 12 add plagued by their inability to
respond...

plagued by their inability to act 
adequately…

make a stronger statement

5 Groen 13 delete in a conclusive and coherent
matter

with "adequately" in the previous line,
everything is being said

Amendments to draft resolution "The EU on the Brink - Time to show grit"
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6 Groen 14-19 delete Too little, too late...destroying a

Europe already tainted by
disunion?

We think the introduction is rather
long and somewhat too gloomy, that
is why we propose to shorten it a
bit.

7 EELV 14-16 replace Too little, too late, too scattered,
too technocratic and too
undermined by the many reluctant
member states? Yes. But still
strong and too necessary to
be left  abandoned.

Too little, too late, too scattered, too
technocratic and too undermined by the many
reluctant member states? Yes. This is exactly
the reason why we want to change it.
And for us to do so, we cannot just
criticize the liberal conservative
majority or the coalition of Member
States that take decision we deplore.
We need to build a new alternative
imagination around a desirable
democratic Europe.

Same idea as our former amendment.
We have to indicate that there are
solutiions and that we do have
proposals.

8 FYEG 16-17 delete Even if a good deal of the political
capital of hope and togetherness
that the EU represents to many is
being dispersed.

The text is better without this
sentence, which is unspecific and
hyperbolic.

9 FYEG 18-19 replace The current multiplication of walls
and fences between countries and
peoples could be the straw
breaking the camel’s back,
destroying a Europe already
tainted by disunion?

The current multiplication of walls and fences
between countries and peoples could be the
straw breaking the camel’s back, destroying a
Europe already tainted by disunion.

Not a question
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10 Bündnis 

90/Die 
Grünen

21 add Instead many national governments have
strengthened a discourse blaming problems of a
changing world on the EU. As Greens we see
European cooperation as part of the answer for
the challenges we are facing together. Breaking
the European project would on the contrary
make joint solutions more difficult. That is why
we want the UK to stay part of the European
Union.

We missed some words about the
Brexit.We want the UK to stay part
of the European Union!

11 Groen 23 delete even without directly entering
many governments

superfluous

12 FYEG 26 add However today's crisis of the European values
isn't and cannot be the sole responsability of
nationalist leaders : the EU is ill of the double
discourses of the socialist, conservatives and
liberal majority. Today's deaths in the
Mediterranean, today's closing of the borders,
today's breaches on Human Rights, today's
secret negotiations on the TTIP are being
supported by the inaction and the wrongdoings
of mainstream political forces in the EU, which
show no alternative to the current crisis and
lead to the rise of EU-scepticism.

Right-wing populists are not the only
problem, and we should not
completely over-emphasise them
over the problems of centrist non-
Green politicians and coalitions.

13 EELV 27-28 add What will it take to bring
European governments, media
outlets and the public at large back
to the awareness that only EU
solutions and solidarity are fit to
address the current confusion and
disarray?

What will it take to bring European
governments, media outlets and the public at
large back to the awareness that only EU
solutions and solidarity are fit to address the
current confusion and disarray? We cannot tell
people there is no plan B to the EU integration
process, because there is one.The regression is
possible. Instead we need to reinvest the plan A.

We have to give hope to all citizens.
Saying there is no plan B is
devastating. Plan A is a EU that is
democratic and  united.
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14 FYEG 28 replace confusion and disarray challenges "Confusion and disarray" is not a

good description of the situation.
15 Groen 28-30 replace We certainly need proposals,

facts and alliances that can
demonstrate that the EU remains
the common framework necessary
to deal with global challenges. But
we need most urgently …

We have proposals that can demonstrate that
the EU remains the common framework
necessary to deal with global challenges. We 
are prepared to look for alliances with
other democratic forces. But what we
need now most urgently …

We, as greens, should make clear that
we do have proposals, we should
show some pride, it is not as if we
are also completely lost.

16 GroenLinks 30-31 delete But what we need most urgently is
to find ways to rekindle the desire
for European integration, through
renewed purpose and direction.

This doesn't add anything

17 Groen 32-33 replace ... a community of values and not
just of currencies. not an end
in itself but a tool to build a just
and sustainable society.

... a community of values, not an end in itself but
a tool to build a just, safe and sustainable
society.

When first reading the draft text, we
found that there are a lot of negative
statements, so we try to take out
some of them, as we do here.
Also, we wanted to reflect
somehow/somewhere one of the
themes that came up at the meeting
of the working group "the Future of
Europe" where we spend quite some
time talking about the fact that
people do not feel safe (or secure)
any more.

18 EELV 32 add The European construction must
be a shared project and horizon; a
community of values and not just
of  currencies.

The European construction must be a shared
project and horizon; a democratic union
based on a community of values and not just
of  currencies.

Self explanatory
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19 FYEG 33 replace a just and sustainable society just and sustainable societies We live in a multitude of societies,

not a single homogenous one.
20 GroenLinks 35 add and organise a transition towards a 

sustainable Green economic and
social system.

and organise a transition towards a sustainable
Green economic, ecological and social
system.

21 Groen 35-37 replace Much in the same way, none of
these crucial challenges can be
tackled with a return to the
service at the altars of the demons
and devils of the European past,
namely nationalism and
chauvinism.

None of these crucial challenges can be tackled
with nationalism nor chauvinism.

We agree with the content of the
sentence, but we find it a bit
pompous.

22 EELV 37 add And this will not be achieved without a re-
negociating of treaties which too often, instead
of having the happiness and well-being of the
European citizens as a philosophy, have centered
their concern on economy and profit. 

We have to really question the actual
philosophy behind the construction
of the EU. It is up to the Greens to
really denounce what has led the EU
to such a failure.

23 Bündnis 90/
Die Grünen

37 add We are and will remain committed Europeans,
even in difficult times.After all, deep crises have
beset the European project frequently over the
past seven decades – and have often turned out
to be opportunities to overcome stagnation.
The results speak for themselves: countries
which were once enemies have together
created the most worthwhile project ever to
come out of our continent. That’s one reason
why we will continue to champion reform with
courage and conviction – for the sake of our
European future.

Understand the crisis in Europe as an
opportunity (too)
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24 Groen 40 replace Contrary to what some

want to make the
mainstream narrative, our
cultures and societies …

We are convinced that our cultures and
societies …

Make it a more positive statement

25 Groen 42 replace ... of the EU project are not
unstoppable.

... of the EU project can be stopped. again, we want to make a more
positive statement

26 Groen 44-45 replace ... reclaiming power and
sovereignty at the level where
it is yielded, at the level of
international corporation, financial
markets, transnational networks
and organised crime.

reclaiming power and sovereignty from
international corporations, financial markets,
transnational networks and all forms of
organized crime.

we want to avoid phrases that could
be interpreted as a proposal for re-
nationalisation; 
there are many forms of organized
crime.

27 FYEG 46 replace on a national and global
level

on every scale from local to global The national and global are not the
only scales for democracy.

28 EELV 48 add The future of democracy will also
be played out both on a national
and global level and we will be all
the more secure if we will play
together with our neighbors: it is a
fascinating challenge, and we are
ready for  it .

The future of democracy will also be played
out both on a national and global level and we
will be all the more secure if we will play
together with our neighbors: it is a fascinating
challenge, and we are ready for it.This 
challenge is about opening a
constitutional process that would not
only allow the construction of truly
democratic institutional framework
but also a shared ownership of the
European political space.

If we are ready for it we should give
a first idea of what we mean

29 FYEG 49 replace more than 60 million people millions of people The time frame in the original text is
not specified.

30 Groen 51 replace … EU countries is wrong. … EU countries does not make sense. twice the use of the word "wrong"
(in this sentence and in the next one)
is too much
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31 FYEG 51 delete EU Building borders and fences between

countries is wrong, there is no
hierarchy countries.

32 Ecologist 
Greens

52-53 replace they violate our established 
values of security in freedom;

they violate our values in freedom and 
human rights;

security in freedom is very
misleading, can be heard in a very
conservative way. “secured value of
freedom” may be better in that
sense. We would like though to add
human rights as it is as important as
freedom.

33 Groen 53 add values of security in freedom; they
increase...

values of security and freedom, laid down
i.e. in the Geneva Convention and in
the Schengen Treaty; they increase...

we should mention specific pieces of
legislation that have to be respected
and applied

34 Groen 54 replace a sense of failure within
European citizens

a sense of failure in European citizens drafting point

35 Groen 55 replace ... down; and they have an absurd
economic cost, where security
measures are wasted on...

...down. Security measures are wasted on... We already say in a previous
sentence that these measures are
economically disastrous

36 GroenLinks 55 add and they have an absurd economic
cost

and they have an absurd economic cost: up to
110 billion euros in the next 10 years

'absurd economic cost' doesn't mean
much if you don't mention the
amount

37 Ecologist 
Greens

57 replace and they have an absurd economic
cost, where security measures are
wasted on helpless women, men
and children instead of on
effectively using our means to stop
terrorists.

instead of effectively using our means to help
them, and act on stopping the war

Although some European countries
suffered from violent terrorist
attacks, we must be careful not to fall
into the loophole of giving up many
of our freedoms for the sake of war
against terrorism. Many of the worst
policies, against human rights in
Western countries, are done
supposedly to fight terrorism.
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38 FYEG 57 replace our means to stop terrorists our means to stop terrorism and the

sources of terrorism
It makes no sense to stop or target
individual terrorists without
combating the causes of terrorism.

39 Groen 57-58 delete ... and rule of law are not 
idealistic ambitions and are
among...

and rule of law are among ... taking out a negative statement

40 Ecologist 
Greens

65 delete catchy We would prefer not to have any
positive description when talking of
the populist nationalistic rhetoric, as
an acknowledgment of that in a
resolution may give them more
weight.

41 Groen 74 add ... on the basis of sustainability. ... on the basis of sustainability within 
planetary boundaries.

to take into account the newest,
green vision of sustainability.

42 Groen 79-81 replace And national parliaments
must have better control
over how their executive
wings of government act on
the EU level.

And we would urge national
parliaments to insist and make their
national governments accountable
over how they act on the EU level.

Better control by national
parliaments depends largely on
themselves.They should not let their
governments get away with the
"Brussels has decided" explanation.

43 FYEG 81 add This can happen only with the strenghtening of
a European public sphere, of Europe-wide media
and political debates over our shared continent.

We need to explicitly state our
target.

44 EELV 86-87 replace ... introduction of loopholes and
exceptions in the right of free
establishment and circulation, are
not just a cynical attempt to
convince a reluctant national
public opinion to stay in a less
united Europe. They are a
dangerous precedent for
the rest of EU citizens.

... introduction of loopholes and exceptions in
the right of free establishment and circulation,
are not just a cynical attempt to convince a
reluctant national public opinion to stay in a less
united Europe.They will be detrimental to
every EU citizens.

Self explanatory
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45 Groen 87 replace They are a dangerous precedent

for the rest of EU citizens.
They are a dangerous precedent for all EU
citizens.

to be read in conjunction with the
next proposals for lines 88 to 90

46 Groen 88-90 replace ... has already been wasted, and
we have to revert
arguments that are in favor
of re-nationalisation, by
showing that a strong European
framework

... has already been wasted. We need to show
that a strong European framework

47 Ecologist 
Greens

88 replace to revert arguments that are in
favor of renationalisation, by
showing

we have to show that… We would prefer not to have any
positive description when talking of
the populist nationalistic rhetoric, as
an acknowledgment of that in a
resolution may give them more
weight.

48 Groen 90 add Enhanced cooperation between member states
that understand and accept the need for
strengthening these rights and freedoms could
be a powerful tool to achieve a stronger EU in
the long run.

We understand that it might be
difficult to mention, let alone
recommend, "enhanced cooperation",
but somehow we will have to deal
with it and define our position.
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49 ICV 90-91 add 5. In order to effectively change and

democratise european instituional architecture
(both EMU and EU) we need a roadmap
defining for each goal and policy proposal a
realistic timetable and horizon. Although there
is an urgency to implement major reforms and
significant treaty changes, we are aware that this
will have to be done by stages and adopting big
political consensus. In this regard, EGP
welcomes the Greens/EFA Parliamentary Group
proposal approved last February titled: "Putting
the Economic and Monetary Union on a
sustainable footing:
the Greens-EFA roadmap - Policy paper on the
governance of the economic and monetary
union and the challenges of further political
integration". This proposal will be assumed by
the EGP and used as a starting point to
promote the necessary dialogue that the EGP
will maintain with other political and social
forces on this matter.

It has become a major requirement
that EGP as party establishes a
(politically feasible and accountable)
roadmap to improve democratic
legitimacy both in EMU and EU.

50 Groen 91-92 delete But even the best procedures and
decision-making are no guarantee
that policies themselves will
changes.

superfluous

51 EELV 91 add But even the best procedures and
decision-making are no guarantee
that policies themselves will
change .

But even the best procedures and decision-
making are no guarantee that policies
themselves will change . Because they will
only change under citizens’ control
and citizens’ control depends on
political ownership.

We have to make sure that
everybody understand that under a
Green leadership, the citizens will gat
back their complete power of
decision.
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52 Groen 92 add We need coherent EU wide action We need coherent EU wide political action politicians need to take up their

responsibilities
53 Groen 92-93 replace to reverse the current trend of

reduced and unsustainable
growth

to reverse the ongoing trend of unsustainable
growth

we prefer not to talk about reduced
growth, we should advocate the
vision of sustainability within
planetary boundaries.

54 EELV 92 replace We need coherent EU wide
action and new alliances, to
reverse the current trend of
reduced and unsustainable growth,
scarce and low paid jobs, waste of
talent, continued social exclusion
and weak energy policies (we must 
take up the results and the global
responsibilities derived from the
Paris Accord).

We need to be clear on why we want a
share ownership of the EU project.
We want to reverse the current trend of
reduced and unsustainable growth, scarce and
low paid jobs, waste of talent, continued social
exclusion and weak energy policies. We must
take up the results and the global
responsibilities derived from the Paris Accord.

Self explanatory + the parentheses
weaken the idea

55 Groen 94-95 take away
the 
brackets

(we must take up...Paris Accord). We must take up... Paris Accord. to important to put between
brackets
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56 Bündnis 

90/Die 
Grünen

96 add after
"social 
agenda:"

... social agenda: going Green ... ... social agenda: we need an environmental and
social innovation strategy coupled with an
ambitious sustainable investment policy. The EU
should finally meet its responsibility to tackle
the global climate crisis and increase binding
targets for 2030 to at least 40% savings in
energy, at least 45% renewable energies and at
least 55% in emission cuts. 
Not only in these areas, also in areas concerning
infrastructure, fast internet, the social and health
sector as well as education and research we
need more investments. The financing of the
youth employment initiative has set an example,
but needs to be put on a much broader scale in
order to counter the devastating effects of the
crisis.Thus, a new European investment strategy
should be put in place, focusing on promoting
resource and energy efficiency, the digitalization
of industry and new industrial production
technologies also safeguarding social justice in
the EU. We are fighting for an active policy of
divestment including in public finances. The
emphasis must be on restructuring: away from
funding the destruction of the planet towards a
low-carbon economy with renewable energies
and efficiency technology.

Going Green ...

We missed a description of the
"Green New Deal" or "Going
Green".
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57 Groen 99-104 delete In these troublesome times, when

so many doubt the value of our
common endeavour, we have to
remember what a group of young
prisoners of the fascist regime on
a remote island wrote in 1941, in
the midst of the Second World
War, when Hitler seemed
unstoppable: “A free and united
Europe is the necessary premise to the
strengthening of modern civilization, for
which the totalitarian era represented a
standstill.” If they and many others
succeeded at making war in our
continent impossible, why shouldn't
we take up the challenge and go on
with what they started? 

we found this paragraph too
bombastic

58 Bündnis 
90/Die 
Grünen

103-
104

replace If they and many others succeeded
at making war in our continent
impossible, why shouldn't we take
up the challenge and go on with
what they started?

It is our obligation to continue defending this
project for a free and united Europe, so war
between erstwhile archenemies will continue to
be impossible.

"Why shouldn’t we take up the
challenge” sounds like defending a
free Europe is the second-best
alternative. We Greens should
demonstrate more commitment to
defending the European project.
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59 Ecologist 

Greens
106 replace The achievement of a truly 

continental democracy might
be the most compelling one.
With fundamental, civic
and social rights, the
building of national
democracy has been a
historical journey of
collective conquests and
counter-balances to
dominant established
powers

The achievement of a true democracy in 
Europe might be the most compelling one

Direct democracy and limiting the
decision making at the lower possible
level has always been a pillar of the
green thinking.Thus the proposal of a
continental democracy, in opposition
with the national democracy as
written here demands a lot of
discussion and cannot be put here so
easily. But the question of democracy
is a very important one, and has to
be mentioned.

60 Groen 112-
113

replace ... national framework, and not to
crush individual differences and
cultures, but to make them
safer and stronger.

... national framework, to make individual
differences and cultures stronger and 
ultimately make Europe a more
prosperous and safer place for all.

We would like to end on a really
positive note


