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Adopted exception and a change in the Rule Book  
Regarding the length of the EGP Committee mandate 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The EGP Committee has a term of three years. The current Committee was elected November 2012 
at our Council meeting in Athens, exactly twelve months before the pre-campaign kicked off, and 15 
months before the third common European election campaign began. As a result, the committee had 
a short time frame to make decisions and to prepare and execute all elements of the common 
campaign, including the resolution on the campaign plan, the Green Primary, the manifesto and 
developing the common campaign. Sometimes decision making went hand in hand with execution. 
Both for the Member Parties and the Committee, this situation was inadequate; in the future, we 
should not let this happen.  
 
We propose two separate measures to address the problem:  
 

1. We propose increasing the next Committee's mandate from three to four years, from 
November 2015 until November 2019 
 

2. We propose decreasing subsequent Committee mandates from three to two and a half years. 
 
The first proposal reflects a solution adopted by the Helsinki Council in May 2006, when the same 
issue would have occurred. The Committee’s next term is scheduled to end in November 2018 – six 
months before the next European elections and in the middle of final campaign preparations. We 
believe that electing a new EGP committee during this period is inconsistent with the need for 
continued and decisive leadership during this crucial period. Therefore, we propose extending the 
next Committee's mandate for an extra year, until November 2019. This means the next Committee 
can start and finalise work on the next EU election campaign in 2019, in line with the solution 
adopted in May 2006. 
 
The second proposal aims for a sustainable solution that both prevents the need for ad hoc increases 
to a Committee's term, facilitates consistent and appropriate planning by bringing the Committee's 
mandate in line with the European Election cycle. It ensures that the Committee can prepare and 
execute an election campaign in line with an appropriate decision-making process by the Councils. 
Through this second proposal the Committee that prepares the election campaign will be always 
elected in Spring, two and half years before the elections. The next Committee will always be elected 
in Autumn, directly after the elections. 


